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King Hussein, Mubarak, Arafat call 
on Netanyahu to resume peace process 


By a Star Staff Writer 
AQABA—The leaders of Jor¬ 
dan, Egypt and the Palestinians 
jiove called on the newly 
elected Israeli prime minister 
id resume the course of peace 
and stressed their commitment 
to pursue’intensified efforts to 
build a unified Arab stand. 

As a continuation to the 
Cairo summit which was held 
tin 10 May, His Majesty King 
Hussein, President Hosni 
Mubarak and President Yasser 
Arafat, met in Aqaba on 
Wednesday to assess the 
impact of the results of Israeli 
elections on the Middle East 
process. 

The meeting was held at a 
crucial time especially for Lhe 
Palestinians who are anxious to 
resume Lhe final status negotia¬ 
tions with Israel. The right- 
wing victory in Israel has cast 
doubts over the prospects of a 
breakthrough on the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks as well. 

Arab movement, in reaction 
to Likud leader Benyamin 
Netanyahu's victory over 
Prime Minister Shimon Penes, 
is expected to intensify with 
another trilateral summit 
between the leaders of Egypt. 
Syria and Saudi Arabia 
expected. to .take place in 
Riyadh Saturday. On Monday, 
President Hafez Assad flew to 
Cairo to discuss with President 
Mubarak the outcome of die 
Israeli elections. The three 


leaders meeting in Aqaba 
stressed the need for Arab 
coordination to face the com¬ 
ing challenges. 

The Aqaba meeting empha¬ 
sized the need to intensify 
efforts to continue the peace 
process and ensure commit¬ 
ment to the peace agreements. 
The three leaders, in a joint 
statement released after their 
one-day summit, also stressed 
the necessity to support the 
Palestinians in the final status 
negotiations with Israel. They 
also called for the resumption 
of talks on the Syrian-Isradi 
track in order to reach a com¬ 
prehensive and just peace 
based on the UN resolutions 
242 and 338 on which the 
Madrid conference was based. 

In a joint press conference 
after concluding their talks. 
King Hussien stressed that 
“such friendly meetings 
between Arab leaders will con¬ 
tinue to discuss ail means of 
coordination and cooperation 
for the benefit of the Arab 
people." 

The King expressed hopes 
that the summit will be a base 
for more meetings that will 
include all Arab countries! The 
King stressed that the Israeli 
elections were an internal 
Israeli issue and that he did not 
expect it to damage the peace 
process. 

The King reiterated Jordan's 
position in supporting th^ Pal¬ 



estinian people and their 
elected leadership. Comment¬ 
ing on Jordan’5 relations with 
Syria, the King said that Jordan 
and Syria had certain differ¬ 
ences in views and convictions 
and that these differences can 
be resolved. 

President Mubarak on his 
pan said the meeting focused 
on Arab concerns, but added 


that it was too early to pro¬ 
nounce judgements on the new 
Israeli leadership. He added 
that the three leaders discussed 
ways to rebuild Arab 
solidarity. 

President Arafat said the Pal¬ 
estinians arc stii! optimistic 
about resuming negotiations 
with Israel and' called on the 
Israeli government to respect 


Security forces thwart plots 
aimed at destabilizing Kingdom 


i(\L By Raed Al Abed 

yf) Star Staff Writer 

y ^ SINCE ITS peace treaty with 
Israel in 1994, Jordan has been 
- bracing itself against possible 
threats from outside forces 

• linked to foreign powers. 

. Jordanian officials confirmed 

recently - that the security 
authorities arrested several acti- 
ristk'-Jordanian and Arab 
nationals, who have attempted 
to threaten the stability of the 
county. They pointed out that 
•their intended targets included 
sroiorofficials. 

Wine .Minister Abdel Karim 
^Kabanti previously announced 
[ that the authorities hod uncov- 
Vi?®* 36.terrorist attempts dur- 
S'f- 1 Eng the last three months. But 
Jince the government never dis- 
. dosed details, some opposition 

• parties doubled Lhe govem- 
.= -mem's claim. 

■ ' But more recently official 

'sources disclosed that threats 
. ■ agaihsL Jordan had come specif- 

• ically .from Syria. They added 
.. *tbat such threats were aborted 

• j *nd people involved were 

• arrested.. 

| "“Some foreign parties are 
• - 'launching extensive campaigns 
: ,n threaten the security of Jor- 
dan," Minister of Information 


Dr Marwan Muashcr said in 
his Monday meeting with the 
press. While slopping short of 
pointing the finger at a specific 
state. Dr Muasher confirmed 
that the culprits were arrested. 
“Through these arrests we 
unveiled plans by some people 
against the stability and secur¬ 
ity of the country ” he said. He 
added that investigations are 
being carried out “but those 
who are proved innocent will 
be released." 

Official sources told The 
Star that the general prosecutor 
of the State Security Court 
received files on four radical 
groups who were planing vio¬ 
lent attacks in the country. 

One of these groups belongs 
to the Popular Front-General 
Command (PFGC) which is led 
by Ahmad Jebril and is based 
in Syria. The PFGC is reported 
to be close to Libya and is 
financially backed by Iran. 
Security sources said that three 
members of this group were 
arrested in March in northern 
Jordan. The group was carry¬ 
ing explosives and machine 
guns. 

The group was arrested by 
the army as its members were 
trying to cross into Jordan 


through the Syrian border. 
Their direction was Baqora (the 
land that was returned by Israel 
as a result of the 1994 peace 
treaty], sources said. 

An official source said the 
group was planning to smuggle 
weapons to sympathizers in 
Jordan. Some of the weapons 
would then be sent to PFGC 
supporters in the West Bank to 
target Israelis. 

Because of the quantity of 
the arms and documents seized, 
the security forces confirmed 
that the group was planning a 
series of terrorist attacks in Jor¬ 
dan. Some officials pointed the 
finger to Syria and Iran who 
hosted some of these radical 
groups. 

The general prosecutor of the 
Coun of State Security has 
completed his investigations 
and is now ready to present 
them in court. 

Other security reports talk of 
another group that was arrested 
with 24 Tandmincs in its posses¬ 
sion. The group was arrested 
after several reports received 
by the military intelligence. 
Reports said that these were to 
be used against Israeli tourists 
coming in through the Sheikh 
Hussein Bridge. The group 


obtained the landmines from a 
minefield near their village in 
the north of the countiy. The 
security forces also seized sev¬ 
eral machine guns and three 
explosive belts which were car¬ 
ried by the group. The sources 
said that the suspects confessed 
and are expected to stand trial 
in the coming week. They will 
be charged with the illegal 
acquisition of explosive 
material. 

The security sources added 
that another plot was discov¬ 
ered by police resulting in the 
arrest of four suspects, two Jor¬ 
danians. an Iraqi and an Egyp¬ 
tian. They had in possession 40 
kilograms of radiant red mer¬ 
cury that is used for bomb¬ 
making. The sources added 
that a piece of paper was seized 
showing, n handwriting, the 
chemical equation lor explo¬ 
sive materials. 

Another group of four peo¬ 
ple was also arrested. The 
group had planned to carry out 
terrorist activities against 
important institutions in the 
country. Investigations ore still 
underway, sources confirmed. 


Photo by K. Mazrawi 

its commitments to the Pales¬ 
tinian people. 

The Aqaba deliberations 
were attended by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and senior officials from Jor¬ 
dan. Egypt and the Palestinian 
National Authority. The lead¬ 
ers reviewed ways to support 
the Palestinians in the final 
negotiation towards the achiev- 


Turkey 
strengthens 
ties with 
Israel 

By John Pomfret 

UK Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

ANKARA. Turkey—Turkey is 
bolstering its military ties with 
Israel in a move many Turkish 
officials say is necessary to 
maintain the strategically 
important country’s stability in 
a volatile region. 

The effort involves a joint 
training agreement with the 
Israeli air force and navy, con¬ 
cluded in February. Turkey and 
Israel are also discussing weap¬ 
ons sales and the use of Israeli 
technology to police Turkey's 
porous borders, Turkish and 
Israeli officials say. 

The Turkish move comes 
amid signs ol' increasing ten¬ 
sion between Turkey and its 
historically unfriendly and 
unstable neighbors. Turkey’s 
relations with Iran and Greece 
have recently deteriorated. Ties 
with its Arab neighbors. Iraq 
and Syria, also continue to be 
strained. 

In addition. Turkey and 
Israel are both non-Arab coun¬ 
tries in a region populated 
mainly by Arabs, and both seek 

Continued on page 2 
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Sumo wrestler meets his 
88-pound match 


By Kevin SnUivan and 
Mary Jordan 

tA Tunes- Washington Post 
. News Service 


1 T °KYO—Akcbono’s belly is 

^ majestic thing, a rolling, 

^/o/\ -Hf^ing, wobbling mass of 
ubber - When he stomps 
£B* ,a ?ound ihe sumo wrestling 
;” n 8’ his great middle jiggles 
f v 7 “ 0R i his jowls to his mon- 
hutt, barely covered by 
iTf; "K loincloth. 

• women go wild, 
ow* 1 ,rhii>’- ” * ^ 26-year-old Hawaiian is 


r ‘i J ■- 


»chniK '■ La ^“mething of a sex'symbol in 
jr i? 53 ' 1, even though he weighs 

^ Japanese tab- 
lu-ifh. ^KVI. Press chronicles his love 

i (&fo£ n ^ ■„! 5 the kind of breathless 

n t ihv , ? en2 y l hat People magazine in 

> 11 Vtd* U S reserves Tor Brad Pitt. 
% P^ nMess teena S e g^Is idolize 

fl 7 'L 1 hercBut last Monday came the 
c‘rikcr> ' .n'b- the young girls feared 

R ^‘fSirru 1 ^ 1» J ™°si : Akebono is off the mar- 

kkel Bt ' w gnk ** the end of lhe Summer 

jideri^ 0 ■ 



Grand Sumo Tournament on 
Sunday night. Akebono told 
reporters that he is in love with, 
and wants to spend the rest of 
his life with, .TV personality Yu 
Aihara. For his fans, this is like 
losing John F. Kennedy Jr. to 
that blonde. 

“Until now wc had to see 


each other secretly." Akebono 
told the reporters. "I love every¬ 
thing about her. She is the per¬ 
son’who is beside me when J 
am suffering. ... We will be 
together for our whole lives." 

Continued on page 2 
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City Terminal / 7th circle 

Arab Bank is pleased to 
announce for its clients that its 
working hours are as follows: 

City Terminal!7th circle 
from 8 am till 10 pm including 
weekends and national holidays 

Arab Bank / City Terminal 17th. circle 
Tel s 857681 Fax: 823671 


ment of their legal rights on 
their land, particularly the Arab 
and Islamic rights in 
Jerusalem. 

The leaders called upon the 
new Israeli government to con¬ 
tinue the peace process on the 
principles agreed upon at the 
Madrid conference. They 
emphasized their conviction 
that peace is an irreversible 
strategic option for all parties 
in the region. 

On the other hand, Jordanian 
opposition parties issued a state¬ 
ment to the leaders meeting in 
Aqaba in which they warned 
against "Zionist designs to set 
up a greater Israel" adding that 
the results of the Israeli elec¬ 
tions prove that Israel still har¬ 
bors expansionist plans. 

The statement, which was 
signed by 8 opposition parties, 
called on the leaders to mobilize 
efforts to face the Israeli threats 
adding that the convening of an 
Arab summit has become an 
urgent demand. The statement 
added that relying on US sup¬ 
port will not serve Arab inter¬ 
ests nor will these interest be 
served by betting on an Israeli 
peace program. 

The statement reminded the 
leaders of Netanyahu's declared 
position from Jerusalem. Heb¬ 
ron. the Golan, settlements and 
security. “The danger threatens 
all Arabs without exception.” 
the statement concluded. ■ 
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It’s decision time for 
Netanyahu 


By Nicholas Goldberg 

LA Times Washington Post 
News Service 

JERUSALEM—As Benjamin 
Netanyahu ascends to power, a 
word of advice from those who 
understand Israeli politics: 
Watch what he does, not what 
he says. 

In the 45 days he has by law 
to form a government, Netan¬ 
yahu must choose between 
hawks and moderates, ideo¬ 
logues and pragmatists. Deci¬ 
sions about how much leeway 
to give religious parties, 
whether to expand Jewish set¬ 
tlements and how to proceed in 
the Palestinian-]sraeli talks will 
ail be addressed indirectly os he 
begins making cabinet appoint¬ 
ments and negotiating with 
smaller parties to join his 
coalition. 

Already, he’s closeted with 


potential partners: Bearded rab¬ 
bis. Jewish settlers and Russian 
immigrants are in and out of his 
offices, cutting deals and jos¬ 
tling one another in bids for 
power. The ulira-Orthodox are 
demanding construction of 
religious schools and new hous¬ 
ing. Settlers want to expand 
their West Bank holdings. One 
religious party reportedly 
demanded the shutdown of the 
non-kosher McDonald's in 
Jerusalem that is open on the 
Sabbath. 

"Bibi knows my telephone 
number," said Yuli Edelstein. a 
leader of the Yisrael B’Aliyah 
party of Russian immigrants— 
using Netanyahu's nickname 
and making it clear that he 
expected to be wooed. He prob¬ 
ably will be. 

Now is crunch time for 
Netanyahu. He needs to create 
a stable coalition that will give 


him at least 61 votes in the 
120-member Knesset, and to 
appoint the cabinet ministers 
who will be his chief advisers 
and policy-makers. As he does 
so, his priorities will become 
clear. 

“1 think the rhetoric he cam¬ 
paigned on is going to be for¬ 
gotten very quickly." said 
Gerald Steinberg, a professor 
of political science at Bar Han 
University in Tel Aviv. "Coali¬ 
tion building is what you have 
to watch now. It'll be a lot 
more informative, I think." 

The first and biggest ques¬ 
tion for most observers here is 
whether Netanyahu will turn to 
the hard-liners who backed 
him, or the moderates. He ran 
with the backing for instance, 
of former Gens. Ariel Sharon— 
famous for his uncompromis- 

Continued on page 3 
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The Arab Bank is pleased 
to announce the opening 
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Oh no! Summer has 
started 


1 i,i;| I j An unconventional report on Jordanian news 

. and views edited by Marwan Al Asmar 
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King has every 
confidence in PM 


■ HM King Hussein 
told chief editors of 
daily and weekly news¬ 
papers that he was fully 
confident with the gov¬ 
ernment of Abdel Al 
Karim Al Kahariti. In :t 
meeting at the Royal 
Court this week, the 
King said he was proud 
of Jordan's democracy, 
something which he 
hoped would he an 
example to others. He 
said the democratic 
experiment must be 
seen as a source of 
strength. He urged jour¬ 
nalists to stay away 
from publishing libel¬ 
ous. slanderous and harmful 
democracy. 



materia] in the name of 


"We want our press to be one of enlightened opinions and 
intellcciualism and its voice to be heard all over the world." 
the King stated. He told the editors at the meeting which was 
attended by Prime Minister Kabariti. that there is no reason 
for pessimism and that Jordan will remain committed to its 
stand to support Palestinian rights. The President of Jordan's 
Press Association. Mr Suleiman AI Qudah. said there was a 
need for a code of honor, that stresses the ethics of the jour¬ 
nalist profession. He said the government will discuss ways 
to introduce that code into the draft Press Association law 
before sending it to the Lower House. 


Opinion poll mixed 
on Kabariti 
government 

■ The latest opinion poll on 
the performance of the KabariLi 
government produced mixed 
results to say the least. The 
University of Jordan's Center 
of Strategic Studies, which 
polled more than 1200 people 
between 17-19 May. found out 
that more than 32 percent 
among the general public still 
believe that the government is 
more than able "to a large 
extent" to carry out its respon¬ 
sibilities. However, this per¬ 
centage has fallen from more 
than 45 percent when a similar 
poll was taken on 6 February, 
two days after the Kabariti gov¬ 
ernment assumed office. But 
wait, the 32 percent figure soon 
drops to less than 19 percent in 
the "opinion leaders category." 
This is a sample of 678 and 
includes Lower House depu¬ 
ties. former ministers, leaders 
of political parties, union lead¬ 
ers. businessmen and journal¬ 
ists. That figure was 51.7 per¬ 
cent when the government 


those relating to professional 
ethics. The JPA wanted had 
argued that the draft law is in 
danger of turning the “associa¬ 
tion into a society devoid of its 
professional status," a state¬ 
ment released by the JPA 
pointed out. It stated that this 
will create chaos in the journa¬ 
listic field. But the JPA still 
has a major sticking point. It 
wants to maintain a “closed 
shop" on membership saying 
that journalists must serve for a 
specified period before they 
could join the association. The 
government maintains that this 
is unfair since some non mem¬ 
bers have been practicing for 
the last 20 years or more. JPA 
will have its election on 5 July. 


nurses in the public health sec¬ 
tor, and further strikes could 
prove disruptive. JNA officials 
are not satisfied with Mr Kab- 
anti's promise and are 
demanding a written commit¬ 
ment from the government. 


Govemment^akes 
mayor to court 

■ The government may be at 
last putting its money where 
its mouth is and cracking on 
corruption. 



assumed office. About 14 per¬ 
cent in this category believe 
that the government is no 
longer able to shoulder its 
responsiblities. 


JPA and government 
reach compromise 

■ The government and Jordan 
Press Association <JPA) might 
be coming together after all. 
The government had earlier 
drafted a new JPA law, that 
was published in newspapers, 
without even consulting the 
association. This prompted the 
JPA to launch an attack on 
Minister of Information Dr 
Marwan Muasher and even 
threaten a sit-in in front of the 
Prime Ministry. But Prime 
Minister Kabariti summoned 
the JPA council in an attempt 
to cool down tempers. Dr 
Muasher has denied that he was 
ignoring the JPA. But. in its 
meeting with the Prime Minis¬ 
ter, the council agreed to con¬ 
tinue its negotiations with the 
government. Both sides also 
agreed to redraft certain articles 
and insert new ones especially 


Al Bilad’s publisher 
in trouble 

The publisher of Al Bilad. 
Navef Al Tawra was arrested 
lost week for allegedly possess¬ 
ing Si 00.000 forged notes. 
Press reports said Mr Tawra 
was under surveillance by the 
police since 22 May. He was 
stopped by the police last week 
and allegedly told investigators 
that the money was obtained 
from Qussai, the younger son 
of Iraqi President Saddam Hus¬ 
sain. Later in the week. Ad 
Dustour reported that the sus¬ 
pect. without naming Mr AI 
Tawra, was being quentioned 
for breaching the Press and 
Publication Law which states 
that no journalist may accept 
finance from a foreign source. 
The defendant told the public 
prosecutor that he was not 
guilty and has appointed a 
three-man legal 'committee to 
defend him. The court so far 
has refused to grant him bail. 


Minister of 
Municipal 
Affairs. Dr 
Abed Al 
Razzaq 
Tbeishat, 
has sus¬ 
pended the 
mayor of 
the 

Kufranjah 
in the 

Ajioun Govemoraie. 



Tbeishat 


The 

mayor is being questioned by 
the Ajioun public prosecutor 
on matters of financial wrong¬ 
doings. Dr Tbeishat told Al 
Rai that the mayor will be sus¬ 
pended pending the decision 
of the court. The minister had 
already suspended mayors of 
Karamah. Ba'aoon and 
A'look. They are facing simi¬ 
lar charges. 


Nurses want govern¬ 
ment’s commitment 

■ Nurses in the public sector 
have staged a two-hour strike 
on Wednesday to demand a 
pay increase. A day before the 
strike, officials of the Jordan 
Nursing Association (JNA) 
met with Prime Minister Abdel 
Karim Al Kabariti. Despite 
promises by Kabariti to look 
into the nurses' demands. JNA 
officials felt it was necessary to 
go ahead with the strike to 
show the government that they 
are serious. The nurses are 
demanding a 90 percent pay 
rise, instead of the 50 percent 
they have been offered. They 
also want an incentive allow¬ 
ance system. There are 2,200 


Water issue must be 
on agenda 

Jordan will face a major water 
crisis between the next 10 to 
20 years. This is not mere 
scare mongering that occurs at 
the beginning of every sum¬ 
mer. but it is a reality accord¬ 
ing to World Bank experts 
meeting in Istanbul at the • 
HABITAT II meeting. There 
will be a seminar on water in 
July held under the patronage 
of HRH Crown Prince Hassan. 
This is seen as part of the 
preparations for the world 
summit on water that is due to 
start at the beginning of next 
year. The summit is expected 
to be held in Amman. On the 
local level, water shortages arc 
a major headache. Water net¬ 
works over the country arc in a 
state of dilapidation and there 
is a lot of seepage. It Is really 
up to the Minister of Water . 
and Irrigation to do something 
about the situation. They can, 
but it is a question of money. 
One way for ihis extensive 
modernization is to raise the 
price of water. It is argued that 


Relations between US and 
Jordan increase 


■ Amman—The United 
States and Jordan hnv<> n 
very strong relationship, 
between nations and 
between armed forces. 
General John Shalikash- 
vili. Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said 31 
May. as he departed from 
Amman. 

Shalikashvili. who was 
visiting Jordan to “renew 
personal friendships and to 
strengthen and assess the 
friendship between the 
militaiy of the United 
States and Jordan." met 
with His Majesty King 
Hussein and with HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. in 
addition to military and 
civilian officials. 



He had high praise for the military coopera¬ 
tion between the two countries, saying it “is 
on very sound footing, and ... both Field Mar¬ 
shall Marei and I arc pledged to build on that 
strength that already exists here and to ensure 
that we carry that relationship forward.” 

Shalikashvili noted that from all of his dis¬ 
cussions in Amman, “it is clear that the Mid¬ 


dle East peace process is irreversible and that 
certainly Jordan has set the model as it 
entered into a peace agreement with Israel." 

In response to a question about the threat 
from Iran, the General stressed that "Iran 
poses a threat through its support for state- 
sponsored terrorism, through its attempts to 
destabilize this region.... So all of us need to 
be concerned with that." 


Jordan's water prices are far 
too low. 



Economic relations 
with Kuwait could 
be wanning up 

■ The issue of resuming diplo¬ 
matic relations with Kuwait 
could be hotting up again. 
After the news that our 
embassy in Kuwait would be 
opened shortly, an official invi¬ 
tation was issued by the 
Kpwaiti government to Dr Ali 
Al Khasawnch. who is a mem¬ 
ber of Jordan's businessmen 
Organization. Dr Al Khasaw- 
neh who is on five-day visit 
has attended an official recep¬ 
tion to honor the retirement of 
Mr Abd Al Aziz Al Saqr. the 
long-time secretary-general of 
the Kuwaiti Chamber of Com¬ 


merce. The reception was held 
under the patronage of the Emir 
of Kuwait, Shaikh Jaber Al 
Sabah. Dr Khasawneh has met 
high ranking members from the 
private sector in Kuwait with a 
view to carrying out economic 
projects. 


Roads open up 
between Amman-Tel 
Aviv 

■ Its ali systems go. The trans¬ 
port routes between Jordan and 
Israel are to open; As of 9 June, 
public transport services are to 
start operations. However 
trucks and boats have to wait 
till 26 June. The Transport 
Minister. Mr Nasser AI Lawzi, 
said that there will be initially 
12 trips daily, three from 
Amman, two from Irbid and 


Shbeilat, a royal 
pardon! 

■ Leith Shbeilat the convicted 
president of Jordan's Engineers 
Association, will be given a 
royal pardon very soon accord¬ 
ing to Al Majd. This would be 
a special paidon issued by His 
Majesty King Hussein. How¬ 
ever. close sources said that 
this could be given after the 
King returns from the United 
Slates, a week-long visit that 
starts today, Thursday. If 
Shbeilat is pardoned then it 
will be the second time that he 
gets off the hook through 
Royal intervention. 


Turkey strengthens ties with Israel 


Continued from page 1 


to orient themselves more 
toward Europe and the United 
Slates than Toward their Arab 
neighbors. 

In that light. Turkey’s deci¬ 
sion to pursue closer military 
lies with Israel has stirred con¬ 
troversy in the region and 
among Turkey's predominantly 
Muslim population. 

_ Iran and Syria sharply criti¬ 
cized Turkey's move to allow 
Israeli air force pilots to train 
in Turkey's airspace—not least 
because one Turkish air base is 
situated in Konya, a center of 
Islam in Turkey.’ 

Inside Turkey, this country's 
swing toward Israel comes as 
the nation, formed in 1923 by a 
pro-Western military com¬ 
mander. Mustafa Kemol Ata- 
turk. is caught in a political 
struggle between those who 
believe it should maintain its 
secular, pro-Western course, 
and an increasingly powerful 
movement that backs a return 
to its Muslim roots and a rejec¬ 
tion of its NATO membership 
and close partnership with the 
United States. 

On 13 May, an unemployed 
pharmacist who opposed the 
defense pact with Israel. Ibra¬ 
him Gumrukcuoglu. attempted 
to kill President Suleyman 


Demire]. While the assailant is 
believed to have acted alone, 
diplomats said his opposition to 
the deal reflects the political 
crisis embroiling Turkish 
society. 

Gen. Ccvik Bir. the deputy 
chief of the general staff, said 
Turkey concluded the agree¬ 
ment because ‘Turkey and 
Israel arc the two democratic 
countries in the region, and wc 
must show the region that 
democracies can work 
together." 

Analysts, however, point to 
other reasons. 

One senior Turkish diplomat 
bemoaned his homeland as 
“being damned by geography." 
Three of its neighbors—Iran. 
Iraq and Syria—arc on the 
Slate Department's list of 
nations supporting terrorism. 
Ties with a fourth. Greece, are 
strained because of quarrels 
involving Aegean airspace, 
seabed rights and sovereignty 
over some Aegean islands close 
to the Turkish coast, and peren¬ 
nial tension over Cyprus. To 
the east, the countries of the 
formerly Soviet Caucasus 
region remain unpredictable. 

In mid-January. Turkish 
police caught six large Iranian 
trucks packed with weapons in 
the southern town of Sanliurfa. 
Officials said the cache was 
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First Euro-Arab Jazz Festival, 
opens today, Thursday. 


May issue is now on 
selected news stand 
For more information 
Call 645 389 


The Star 
Classifieds 
are free of charge. 


THE DELEGATION of the 
European Commission in Jor¬ 
dan in co-operation wiih the 
Minisliy of Tourism are organ¬ 
ising the first Euro-Arab Jazz 
festival in Jordan at the 
Amman's Roman Amphithea¬ 
ter . The festival will be held 
under the patronage of the of 
HRH. Prince Ra'ad bin Zaid. 

European and Jordanian art¬ 
ists will be performing between 
6-18th June in Amman. Each 
concert will begin at 9.30 pm. 
Spain is expected to open the 
festival with Victor Vails Quar¬ 
tet Following this will be the 
Jordanian Faculty X. a five- 
man band whose music focuses 
on Latin Fusion jazz. Duo 
Radid from Italy will unite the 
best of popular Italian music 


with Jazz, while Tele Montoliu 
from Spain will create magic 
with his piano ploying. The 
Rabih Abu Khalil Quintal from 
Germany will provide the link 
between oriental music and 
Jazz by combing the two 
styles. France will he repre¬ 
sented by the Sclavis/Pifarely 
Acoutic Quartet who is one of 
the most adventurous Jazz 
players today, and the Cynthia 
MacPhcrson Quintet with Ms 
MacPhcrson's inimitable sing¬ 
ing voice. 

Nathalie Loriers Trio, a 
young piano playing group 
from Belgium, the Grazer Sax¬ 
ophone Quartet from Austria 
together with the talented Rol¬ 
lin' Phones from Sweden will 
also be performing. ■ 


bound for pro-Iranian Hezbol¬ 
lah guerrillas in Lebanon and 
came at a time when Syria, 
responding to US pressure, 
apparently had closed its air¬ 
port to deliveries of Iranian 
guns. 

Two months later, ties were 
strained further when a Turkish 
hit man implicated Iranian dip¬ 
lomats in ordering terrorist 
acts, including the slaying of a 
Turkish journalist. The two 
countries expelled a total of 12 
diplomats. 

In February. Turkey and 
Israel signed the military- 
training agreement: the change 
in Israeli governments brought 
on by last week's elections is 
not expected to alter the 
accord. 

Initially. Turkish officials 
said the deal would be limited 
to allowing Israeli pilots to use 
Turkey's larger airspace to 
practice. But in an interview, 
Bir said joint naval maneuvers 
are also being considered. 

The Israeli newspaper Haa- 
retz. meanwhile, reported that 
Turkey would allow Israel to 
conduct electronic surveillance 
flights along Turkey's horders 
with Iran. Iraq and Syria. In 
exchange, it said. Israel would 
help Turkey secure its borders 
against infiltration by Kurdish 
separatist guerrillas. 

Bir confirmed that the two 
nations arc discussing the 
transfer of Israeli hordcr- 
moniforing technology. But 
Omcr Akhcl. a spokesman for 
the Turkish Foreign Ministry, 
denied that Israeli warplanes 
would he allowed to snoop an 
Turkey's neighbors. 

Turkey and Israel have 
reportedly been negotiating a 
5f>00 million deal under which 
Israel would refit Turkey's fleet 
of F-4 Phantom fighters with 
modern avionics. 

An Israeli diplomat said 
brad has been short-listed for 
u cnntraci to replace the Turk¬ 
ish army's assault rifle, the 
German-made G3. with the 
Israeli-made Galil. Turkey has 
also flirted, with the idea of 
buying Israeli-fitted KC-135 
in-flight refueling aircraft. 

The Israeli diplomat noted 
that unlike (he United States, 
Israel attaches no human-rights 
conditions to its weapons sales. 


Jordan-Europe Business 
Association holds open 
meeting 


THE JORDAN Europe Business Association fJEBA) held its first 
meeting at the Amman Marriott on Sunday 2 June. The purpose of 
the gathering was to discuss the next phase of the Association’s 
activities as well as to introduce non-members to JEBA. 

Founded in January of this year. JEBA is u non-profit organiza¬ 
tion whose principal aim is to strengthen ties between the Jorda¬ 
nian private sector and the European Union. The Association's 
plans include holding such meetings periodically, in principle at 
least once every two months. 

The Association seeks to inform local and European business 
communities of the Associations aims: Gather information about 
European economic and business programs for the use of Associa¬ 
tion members; Develop a comprehensive data hank encompassing 
all activities or the Association, its members, and their European 
visitors; organize meetings between Association members and 
European economic delegations visiting Jordan. These are just one 
ol the aims of the association, J 

The well-attended gathering, chaired by JEBA President 
Mohammad Faycz Khatib. agreed to the formation of follow-up 
committees which will be meeting shortly. ■ 


Lufthansa Cargo voted 
best by Air Cargo News 
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one from Aqaba. He said that a 
one way from Amman to Tel 
Aviv will cost $7 while 
Amman to Nazareth $6. 


Interfaith 

dialogue 

stresses 


importanceof 
education for 
coexistence 


By Mouther Hamdan 

Star Staff Writer 



THE EDUCATIONAL 

system in Islam and Chris¬ 
tianity was the main focus 
of the interfaith conTer- 
I ence that was held by the 
Royal Academy for 
Islamic Civilization 
ResearchfAICR) last mon- 
day at the Regency Hotel. 
The meeting was the 7th 
in a chain of others patron¬ 
ized by HRH . Crown 
Prince Hassan in. coopera¬ 
tion with the Orthodox 
Center of Chambesy in 
Switzerland. 

Being a part of a series 
of dialogues between 
Christians and Muslims, 
the conference - was 
attended by academics, 
researchers and theolo¬ 
gians from different parts 
of the world who stressed 
the role of religion in pro¬ 
viding comprehensive 
educational systems. 

The symposium was 
charred by Professor Nas¬ 
ser Al Din Al Assad, pres¬ 
ident of fAICRj.and pro¬ 
fessor Damask inos 

Papandreou. president of 
Orthodox Center of Ecu¬ 
menical Ptriarchate. 
Papandreou said that we 
must emphasize through 
the educational - process 
how wc may plan and 
realize a code of common 
values with respect to 
God. humankind'arid the 
world in accordance with 
our analysis of these 
values. 

The monotheistic faiths 
have much in common 
through which they can 
formulate a base enabling 
them to come up with a 
unified perspective on life. 
When it comes to educa¬ 
tion we are talking about 
something quite indispens¬ 
able for the human beings 
since it. as HRH said. 


Continued on page 3 
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Continued from page J 

Some tabloid sports 
pages last Monday were 
devoted to Akebono's 
flame, an actress so small 
she once played Peter Pan. 
She is 5 feet 2 1/2 inches, 
almost 18 inches shorter 
than her honey. The tabloid 
papers reported that she has 
a 32-inch bust. 22-inch 
waist and 33-inch hips. 
(Apparently they thought 
Akebono's fans should 
know this.) 

Think of iL The 6 -Tool- 8 
Sumo stud, a man once 
described by Time maga¬ 
zine as the "Prince of 
Whales." and the waiflikc .} 
88-pound former singer. 

Like Akcbono, who is 
actually Chad Rowan From 
Honolulu. Aihara goes by a 
professional name. Her rwl 
name is Yasuko Obara: she 
is 29 and hails from 
Hiroshima. At her own 
news conference last Mon¬ 
day. Aihara told reporters. 
"He means everything to 
me." 

Akebono's- announce¬ 
ment comes after a disap¬ 
pointing 10-5 record in the 
Summer Grand Sumo 
Tournament, and many 
expect that the former 
grand champion will soon 
retire. Last April he was 
granted Japanese citizen¬ 
ship. a step, he said in an 
interview, that was neces¬ 
sary for “me to realize my 
dream: to teach sumo." 

"I'm just a regular guy." 
joked AKebono in that 
interview after his morning 
workout. showing the 
fanny. self-deprecating 
style that has made him the 
kind of star Japan loves. 

"What women? I don't 
see any women around 
me." he said, pretending M 
look around his Texas of a 
body for cling-on starlets. 
Had he looked a little 
closer, he might have 
noticed the gang of young 
girls kneeling around the 
sumo ring while he worked 
out, gazing up at their hero. 

‘‘He’s such a character: 
he tells jokes,' he soy-' 
fanny things," said a 
Hushed 14-year-old g'd 
from North Hanaizumi Jun- 
ior High School, who wa> 
waiting to get Akebono’s 
trademark “autograph": ^ 
huge handprint in red ink^ 
slapped on a large piece of 
paper. “TTiere is no feeling 
whatsoever that he's a For¬ 
eigner—he is like us." ■ 
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Kabariti 


A case for the common man 

■ The irony of Jordanian democracy today is that it has slowly 
slipped from the list of priorities of the common man. That 
man in the street, the average Jordanian, is no longer the main 
protagonist in the fight for democratic evolution and progress. 
Sadly, the centrality of democracy in our lives is slowly erod¬ 
ing from the public mind; it is no longer an inspiration, but 
another government institution. For the common man democ¬ 
racy, and its applications, are as distant as the moon from the 
worries and tribulations of his doily life. The common man's 
quest for loud, 
shelter, decent job 
and security is not 
correlative to the 
ebb and low or 
the democratic 
activity. 

Meanwhile, 
not a day would 
p ass without 
some official, 
high or low, 
reminding the 
common man that 
democracy is the 
greatest thing to 
happen in Jordan. 

It is as if we take 
the credit, as a 
nation, for invent¬ 
ing the concept 

So while the 
l^ower . House 
enjoys an unu¬ 
sual slumber in 
the warm June 

sun. the one prominent form of democratic activity that the 
common man may be able to watch, although with growing 
indifference, is the heating up in relations between the govern¬ 
ment and the fringe press. Locked in an ludicrous battle, the 
common man may find the yellow press amusing nothing 
more. 

But neither the government nor the yellow press care much 
for the ills and plights of the common man. In recent weeks, 
the government of Abdel Karim Kabariti has come under fire 
from some, not all. weeklies. Under the guise of 100 days in 
government, writers amused themselves, and the public, by 
performing some sort of autopsy on the nascent cabinet Their 
conclusion? Kabariti has failed to translate the grand promises 
of his white revolutionary government into reality. But that is 
not everyone's opinion. It is the opinion of few weekly 
papers—some of which have a sizable reach while others do 
not The papers dealt with the issue in different ways. Some 
writers called on Mr Kabariti to resign, while others were con¬ 
tent with bombarding him and his team of ministers with all 
sorts of accusations. 

Meanwhile, Mr Kabariti had the mainstream dailies neutral¬ 
ized. None has joined the ranks of the belligerents attacking 
him or his government But that is not to say that the euphoria 
which accompanied formation of the government in Febniaiy ‘ 
was still there. 

So is Mr Kabariti worried? He shouldn't be. But some think 
he is. 

Mr Kabariti's fate will not be decided by Lhe editorials of 
SMhari, AlBUad or Al Majd. To think so would be giving them 
too much credit That's lesson number one. 

Lesso/j number. two is that by showing his irritation at what 
some papers have ^written against him means that Mr Kaba- 
rili’s resolve to concentrate on the big challenges of the day 
could wane easily and unjustifiably. Has his resolve waned? Is 
he distracted? Is his irritation an indication of a developing 
psychological state of mind? 

And now for lesson number three. Democracy and free 
press should not be confused as one thing. While the first is a 
comprehensive political, social and economic option for peo¬ 
ple to directly govern themselves; the second is an outcome of 
this system acting as a safety valve against any aberration in 
the implementation of the system. And it just happens that 
where one has democracy, one has a free press. One is meas¬ 
ured by the existence of the other. 

And if there is a lesson to Icam hoc it is that there is no per¬ 
fect system of government and by the same token there is no 
perfect press. 

One can have free enterprise in an authoritarian country; 
Chile under Pinochet, Taiwan under Chai Kai Check. But one 
cannot have democracy without free press and certainly the 
opposite is true. 

So the moral of this presentation is the following: Mr Kaba¬ 
riti, and others, can surely judge the press, but that means he 
has to apply the same judgment to .democracy as well. And 
that would open too many cans of worms. 

So in the final analysis. Mr Kabariti should look at like this: 
Since we do not have the sort of democracy that say Britain. 
Israel or the United States have, and certainly not their kird of 
free press, where politicians from presidents and prime minis¬ 
ters to smaller public servants get a beating everyday, it is 
really not that painful to get a hod press every now and then 
fmm less influential weekly tabloids. 

Mr Kabariti's real challenge is not to woo a few disgruntled, 
under paid, over confident editors, but to rekindle the interest 
and support of the building block of any democracy, the com¬ 
mon man. 


Interfaith dialogue 
stresses importance of 
education for coexistence 

Continued from page2 

"moulds people's souls, builds their minds and characters 
and constitutes a basis for the rise and progress of nations. 
He added that in Islam learning does not mean mere memor¬ 
ization of bits of information without comprehension and 
assimilation. 

Though unofficial, the meeting was an opportunity for 
Muslim and Christian intellectuals to enhance mutual under¬ 
standing of their faiths. "The most important thing in educa¬ 
tion is the value system that is shared by different relig¬ 
ions," Munther Al Masri. minister of education told The 
Star. He added that this system, derived from religion, 
should be incorporated into the educational system. 

Another main goal that such meetings aspire to achieve is 
the readjustment of the educational curricula in Muslim and 
Christian societies. The readjustment must be carried out in 
order to reflect a more objective picture about Islam and 
Christianity throughout the textbooks of the schools of these 
countries. Our curricula, stressed Al Masri. have a lot of in¬ 
formation about Christianity unlike other countries which 
still have a vague vision about Islam. Moreover^ he added, 
some western countries iorbid teaching religion in its 
schools limiting the acquisition of religious knowledge to 
churches. On the other hand. Mr Grigories Ziakas. a Greek 
professor, asserted that in his country they have books that 
project Islamic teachings objectively recommending that 
their curricula should be readjusted. “We want our Muslim 

brothers to do the same thing” Said Ziakas. 

Bui where does religion stand in a rapidly changing 
world. How can religious teachings cope with a purely ma¬ 
terialistic world and help people lead easier fives Religion 
said Raouf Abu Jaber, chairman of the Arab Orthodox soci¬ 
ety, envelopes all different aspect of life and. for example, 
the fact that Islam is a religion for every time and place 
makes it a whole system that can prove itsell in modern me. 



# HRH Crown Prince Hassan, hosting a luncheon for participants in the conference on the Educational System in 
Islam and Christianity. The luncheon, which was held on Monday, was also attended by HRH Princess Rahma. (See 
related story). 

Salim Al Zanoun, president of the PNC 

‘Despite the outcome of 
the Israeli elections, we 
are on our land...’ 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Salim Al 
Zanoun is the president of the 
Palestine National Council. A 
long-time member of the Pal¬ 
estine Liberation Organiza¬ 
tion, he has long been active 
in the policy-making process. 
He talked to the Star’s Raed 
Al Abed about the latest 
Israeli election and its impli¬ 
cations for the peace process. 
Excerpts follow: 

Observers said Palestinians 
will suffer more after the vic¬ 
tory of Likud in the latest 
elections. How do you feel? 

We have to realize that Israelis 
elected a prime minister and 
their representatives to the 
Knesset. We should take into 
consideration the two sides of 
the race, when we judge the 
elections. 

While the elected Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
succeeded in getting slightly 
more than 50 percent of the 
votes, Likud only won 31 seats 
in the Knesset The Labor Party 
won 34 seats, that's three more 
seats than Likud's. This bal¬ 
anced die scale between the 
two parties, and toppled Likud 
plans of achieving a dramatic 
change in the Knesset. It really 
shows that Israelis voted in 
favor of the Labor policies. 

These results indicate that, 
neither Likud won outrightly. 
nor Labor completely Iosl 

It shows Israeli society is in 
disarray. Netanyahu is con¬ 
fused. Labor will be a stubborn 
antagonist to Likud, and will 
foil its intentions. 

However, one can not judge 
Netanyahu before three 
months. Any views before that 
will be inaccurate. 

During the election cam¬ 
paign, his position was dear. 
Wasn’t it? 

When Netanyahu was in 
opposition, he was like a single 
man, he.can say anything. Now 
he is like a married man who 
has to handle the concerns of 
his family, and the problems of 
the whole Israeli people. Even¬ 
tually. Netanyahu will be 
forced to be pragmatic. 

Fifty percent of the influence 
on Netanyahu will come from 
the international community 
which supports the peace pro¬ 
cess in the Middle East. The 
other 50 percent is the Israeli 
society. Netanyahu must take 
into consideration Israeli inter¬ 
ests which favor to the peace 
process. 

Netanyahu is not alone. 
The extremist religious par¬ 
ties got 22 seats in the Knes¬ 
set Do you think this is 
another obstacle in the path 
of peace? 

1 think that Likud faces a 
huge dilemma as far as these 
extremist parties are concerned. 
They achieved the 22 seats at 
the expense of both Ukud and 
Labor. This is one of the nega¬ 
tives of the election results. 1 
think Netanyahu will be forced 
to compromise with these 
parties. 

If Likud and these panics 
form a coalition, it means that 
Likud will adhere to the poli¬ 
cies of those extremists. 

This is going on at the lime 
the Palestinian National 
Authority has not submitted to 
its opposition. 


Salim Al Zanoun ' 


1 think Netan¬ 
yahu is at a cross¬ 
roads. 1 think he 
should enter a 
national unity 
coalition with the 
Labor Party. The 
alternative to this 
is the extremist 
parties, which 
means the abroga¬ 
tion of the peace 
process and the 
return to violence 
.in the. area 
between the Pal¬ 
estinian and the 
Israelis. Without 
the peace process 
Israel will be 
internationally 
isolated, as Israel 
is an artificial 
entity based on 
donations. 

If Likud wants 
to act in the inter¬ 
est of its own peo¬ 
ple. it must not freeze the peace 
process. It must sit with us and 
negotiate on the rest of issues 
of the Oslo I and 11, the final 
stage of the negotiations. 

Likud is asked not to adopL 
what Yitzhak Shamir said dur¬ 
ing the Madrid peace confer¬ 
ence, when he said "I will force 
the negotiations to go on for the 
next 10 years.” 

Many believe that Likud 
and Labor are two faces of 
the same coin. Do you agree 
with that? 

It is a rhetorical expression 
rather than a political one. 
Every one has his own strategy 
and methods. However, they 
are both Israeli parties, they 
base their strategics lo serving 
Israel. The agTee on this goal, 
but defer on the ways. 

But still, you will face a 
tough negotiator on the final 
status talks. How are you 
going to deal with the 
Israelis? 

We have 70 percent of Gaza 
Strip and we have the main 
seven cities of the West Bank. 
Even if the Israelis did not 
withdraw from Hebron our peo¬ 
ple are there. It is the people 
who are important. Of course, 
we could not have succeeded in 
these achievements without the 
wise leadership of the Palestin¬ 
ians. People are now starting to 
realize the wisdom behind 
entering the gate of Oslo, even 
the Palestinian opposition, who 
stormed us in the past, are now 
starting to understand our 
position. 

Despite the outcome of the 
Israeli elections, we are on our 
land, we struggle against settle¬ 
ments from our land, and there 
we struggle for Jerusalem. It is 
a more.realistic option than to 
struggle from outside. 

The PNA stopped its talks 
with Hamas after the wave of 
its suicide operations in 
Israel. And it launched an 
arrest campaign against 
Hamas activists. Is there any 
improvements in relations 
between the PNA and 
Hamas? 

No suite in the world is led 
by two persons or two authori¬ 
ties. And no state can accept to 
accommodate an armed author¬ 
ity and an armed militia at that. 

So. Hamas should have not 
have opposed us but should 



have become a political party 
in die Palestinian homeland, 
just like the rest of the parties. 

Hamas failed to accommo¬ 
date itsell with the new situa¬ 
tion. till confrontation hap¬ 
pened. But the wisdom of 
some people in both parties, 
the PNA and Hanus. avoided 
any a civil war. because they 
raised their voices saying, 
whatever happened should not 
lead to a Palestinian- 
Palesiiniun armed conflict. 

I do appreciate die position 
of Hamas leaders as they 
adhere not to use arms against 
the Palestinian police, despite 
their claim of arrests and 
repression. Also the PNA 
refused Rabin’s calls to elimi¬ 
nate Hamas. 

The difference between its 
leaders outside Palestine, in 
Jordan, Iran and Syria, who 
want to continue the armed 
struggle against Israel, and 
those inside who want to stop 
these operations, created divi¬ 
sions in Hamas. The leaders 
inside do not accept the deci¬ 
sion making from the outside, 
as they feel that the outside 
leadership is pressing them to 
escalate with the PNA. It is the 
people who are suffering in the 
end as a result of the Israeli 
closure of West Bank and 
Gaza. 

•After this, improvements in 
relations between Hamas and 
the PNA started, and contacts 
began with Hamas leaders. 
Recently, the PNA eased its 
measures against Hamas. 

You held talks with Syrian 
officials and President Hafiz 
Al Assad during the last ses¬ 
sion of the Arab Parliamen¬ 
tarian Union in Damascus. 
How do view your talks in 
Syria? 

After this last visiL, I feel 
that progress in the Syrian- 
Palestiniun relations is making 
headway. Later a delegation 
representing the executive 
committee of the RLO held 
talks with Syrian officials. 
Also I did not feel any opposi¬ 
tion to a possible visit for Pres¬ 
ident ArafaL 

Wc arc accustomed to be 
united against the enemy. 
Israeli stubbornness towards 
Lebanon, and the Qana massa¬ 
cre. had a dear message. U 
was clear that the Israeli hold 
on the Lebanese lands, and the 
Israeli proposals about water is 


more dangerous. 

In addition to the final status 
negotiations we are facing, we 
feel it is die right time lo coor¬ 
dinate with Arab countries, like 
wc did during Madrid. 

The Palestinian side sees 
achievements on the ground, 
and maintain that it is 
unhealthy for differences to 
continue. 

Do you feel that the agree¬ 
ment with Syria will lead to 
decrease in opposition to the 
PNA? • •' ' ' 

During the last meeting of 
the PNC we have maintained 
the seats of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation Front, the 
Democratic From for the Liber¬ 
ation of Palestine and Saiqa. 
The PNC elected their repre¬ 
sentatives to the Executive 
Committee of the PLO. How¬ 
ever the Demascus 10 did not 
adopt a unified stand against 
the issue of the national char¬ 
ter (repeal of the clauses which 
call for the destruction of the 
state of Israel). While the first 
two groups refected the repeal 
they refused to contest the 
legitmacy of the PNC. ■ 



Netanyahu 


It’s decision time 
for Netanyahu 

Continued from page 2 

ing support of 
Jewish settle¬ 
ments in the 
Occupied Territo¬ 
ries and for his 
hard-line role in 
the 1982 war in 
Lebanon—and 
Rafael Eitan, 
whose right-wing 
Tsomet ~ Party 
merged with 
Likud this year 
and who is known 
for comparing 
Palestinians to 
cockroaches. 

“The key ques¬ 
tion is whether 
Netanyahu turns 
now to his prag¬ 
matists or his ide¬ 
ologues." said 
David Kimche, a 
former director- 

general of Israeli Foreign Ministry who is now the president 
of the Israel Council on Foreign Relations. "The ideologues 
want a ‘greater Israel 1 and massive Jewish settlements in the 
Occupied Territories. They include Sharon and Eitan. The 
pragmatists want peace—a better, more secure peace than 
what we were getting, perhaps—but a real peace, which is 
totally contrary to a massive settlement policy." 

For Netanyahu, it's a dilemma. By many accounts, he 
owes his win to Sharon, who put together a deal for him to 
join forces with lwo potential rivals. Eitan and Gesher Party 
leader David Levy. 

Sharon may be rewarded with the defense portfolio, mosL 
powerful in the government, or the finance portfolio, which 
controls the treasury's pursestrings. Either way. Sharon 
w ould be able to pursue his decades-long strategy of creating 
and bolstering Jewish settlements in the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries. If it's not Sharon, it could be Eitan or former Gen. Yit¬ 
zhak Mordcchai. 

Alternatively. Netanyahu might shunt them aside, giving 
Sharon a less significant ministry, like commerce or agricul¬ 
ture. while giving the defense post to a moderate pragmatist 
such as Dan Meridor. who served as justice minister under 
the last Likud government. Kimche says he has no doubt that 
the peace process could move forward under Meridor—but 
not under Sharon. 

The only cabinet post that seems settled so far is that of 
foreign minister, which apparently will go to Levy, the 
potential Netanyahu rival who at the last minute helped him 
win. Levy is a Moroccan-bom moderate whose appointment 
bodes relatively well for the peace process. Kimche said. 

Some outsiders, like Shiomo Avincri. a professor of politi¬ 
cal science at Hebrew University in Jerusalem, argue that the 
difference between Lhe far-right Likudniks and the centrists is 
only a matter of nuance. 

Two advisers who are expected to set the tone in the years 
ahead are Dore Gold, a Connecticut-bom professor— 
conservative but apparently not inflexible, who crafted 
Netanyahu's campaign peace policy—and Moshe Arens, a 
former ambassador to the United States. 

In the negotiations with the small political parties it is not 
vet clear what will emerge. The permutations are endless. 
Most likely. Netanyahu will wind up with a coalition of relig¬ 
ious parties and his own Likud Party, the Russian immigrant 
party and several others. 

But there is also the slim possibility that he will drop the 
small parties in favor of a "national unity" government in 
which he would share a measure of power with the Labor 
Party of Shimon Peres, whom he defeated last week. 

Under such a scenario. Labor would be the weaker partner 
but would still have significant power, as it did in J98S. 
when Peres and Likud's Yitzhak Shamir joined forces. ■ 
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Time to create momentum 


WEDNESDAY’S TRILATERAL summit in Aqaba is a sane move in a shifting politi¬ 
cal arena where everything was turned upside down. His Majesty King Hussein, 
Egypt's President Mubarak and Palestine's leader Yasser Arafat cannot afford to miss 
an opportunity to build a solid from to take on the ominous changes that resulted from 
last week’s Israeli elections. 

No matter how much the three leaders have tried to soften up the effect of the shock 
of losing Israel’s Labor-led government as their peace partner, it is now a fact of life 
that under Benjamin Netanyahu's right-wing government the Middle East peace pro¬ 
cess will be in for a rough ride. i - 

The main victim of the political earthquake that shook Israel will be Mr Arafat, who 
had put all his cards on the table in the hope that a victorious Shimon Peres will muster 
enough confidence to continue rapprochement with the Palestinians. But with Mr Ne-. 
tanyahu assuming the reins from now on, the Palestinians know that the final status ne¬ 
gotiations will drag on aimlessly, while the credibility of the fragile Palestine National 
Authority will dwindle as time passes. 

But Mr Arafat may take comfort in the fact that he will not be the Only loser if the 
five-year-old peace process suffers from cardiac arrest. Israel’s old and new peace part- - 
ners, namely Egypt and Jordan, will come under tremendous pressure at home to revise 
their policies vis-a-vis Israel and slow down, if not terminate, the normalization pro¬ 
cess. Israel stands to waste a rare opportunity to build bridges of cooperation with the 
Arab world from Oman and Qatar in the east to Tunis and Morocco in the west 

Although the right wingers in Israel will not shed tears over the loss of a unique 
chance to complete the circle of peace by bringing in Syria and Lebanon, the fact of 
the matter is that the Jewish state will not be immuned from the repercussions of pull¬ 
ing the region into a quagmire of uncertainty. Such a debacle will further divide the Is¬ 
raelis, while singling out Israel as the only party to blame for the failure of the peace 
process. 

Having said that, the three leaders, at their meetings in Cairo and Aqaba, appeared to 
have all the right answers. They were less abashed about stressing the need for a more 
unified Arab stand and they were less apologetic in calling for a collective effort to 
face the new possibilities that loom in the horizon. But talk is not enough. With intensi¬ 
fied movements to negotiate the possibility of holding a pan-Arab summit, the timing 
could not be more opportune. 

With the Egyptian-Syrian summit in Cairo earlier in the week, the trilateral Aqaba 
meeting and the Egyptian-Saudi high level encounter over the weekend, hopes are high 
that the Arabs will make an important transition from reacting to Israeli politics to 
building their own momentum and force. : 

The United States has high stakes in the region and it is because of this that it must, 
now review its next step if Israel’s choice of prime minister and deputies proves to be a 
choice against peace. The next weeks will prove crucial to all parties in the peace pro¬ 
cess. That's why the Arabs must make their next move carefully. ■ 
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Netanyahu 

In search of the pragmatist 


By Marwan Astnar 


THE OUTCOME of last week's Israeli 
election has come as a political bombshell 
for Jordan. The victory of the hardline Li¬ 
kud leader, Benyarriin Netanyahu, is being 
seen, by many as a lethal blow to the peace 
process. Writers, political analysts and 
newspaper-OdlUmnists are almost unani¬ 
mous in their prediction that Netanyahu's 
era will signal a return to the bleak years 
of Israeli radicalism, extremism and anti- 
Arab sentiments. 

There is ah ominous feeling that Netari-: 
yahu, backed by the far right, will rena- 
gede on agreements struck with the Pales¬ 
tinians, pursuing at best limited autonomy 
talks with, the PNA. If this is to happen, 
and it appears Jikely that it will, then Ara¬ 
fat will find himself in the unenviable posi¬ 
tion-of facing a fresh resurgence of Pales¬ 
tinian extremism and opposition to his 
recondliatory policies even ‘among his 
moderate supporters. 

Yet Netanyahu does not operate in a po- 
- litical vacuum. His electioneering slogans . 
must be seen as different from the political 
realities that he operates in. While he is 
portrayed a hardliner, there are those, in¬ 
side and outside Israel, who see him as a. 
pragmatist politician, one who will have to 
take into account the changing political re¬ 
alities in the Middle Bast and elsewhere. 

While it is true that the elections proved.. 
that the Israelis are split down the middle 
on the issue of the peace process, Netanya¬ 
hu cannot afford to alienate half of Israel's - 
electorate and compromise Israel’s ‘‘spe¬ 
cial” relations with the United States. 

The fate of the peace process is no long¬ 
er an issue between Arabs and Israelis but 
one that has a definite international dimen¬ 
sion. The treaties and agreements that have 
been signed in Oslo. Taba and Washington 
come with international guarantees and are 
binding to both the Israeli sandteePales-. 
tinians. • \ ^ - ... 

The Palestinian leadership is no longer 
stuck hundreds of miles away, but is right 
in Israel’s backyard, it has made precious 
and dangerous gambles to, walk that extra 
mile and it would be destructive to all par¬ 
ties concerned if this leadership was to be- 
weakened or destroyed. 

It is against these political backdrops, 
that Netanyahu must operate. A Likud-led 
government, no. matter now hawkish its of-V 
ficial party line is, will eventually adapt to ^ 
this changing climate. - Certainly, the new ; 
prime minister of Israel .'will have more, 
than enoughon his plates We are somehow 
reassured that following-hiselection victo- = 
ry, Netanyahu immediately phoned King 
Hussein to reassure himOf-his wish to con¬ 


tinue the peace process. Afierfthat, he 
spoke With:Mahmoud Abbas, the;number 
two map mfoePLO. • • ^ 

No rnattecteow grim the political future 
may look r##JiNetanyahu should be given 
the benefit jpj* (|te doubt, 'at least for the 
time.beingJ.H^iidljhg high in his election vic¬ 
tory, if one :cm$ call it that,’ bemusf be con- 
remplating^ahd'assessiag hftfpext political 
moves andKtbe-sobering situation that his 
election has- created. Whtiejie' won by a 
fraction, the^Israeli political vision has 
been cracked. With die help 6f foe new 
right-wing-polideal partied, be is likely to 
have a majority government: However, it 
will likely be ^.branded as the most right- 
wing Israeli .^vernment in history with a 
band of nationalists and religious extre¬ 
mists demanding their pound of flesh, peo¬ 
ple who are against anything that smells of 
Palestinian nationalism. C-/.I ' 
Netanyahu would inevitably, .find, him- 
■ self with tbeVcut throats apd:baiidits_ We 
are not only "- Js ' vf ■ 


come to understand sooner or later is that 
Israel cannot derail the peace process with¬ 
out feeling-the; loss itself. Statistics show 
that if is the prime beneficiary of the peace 
process with billions of dollars pouring in 
front-international companies hoping to set 
permanent base in Israeli science parks. 
Cart Israel afford to turn these important 
economic gains away, particularly at a 
time when the United States has demon- 
stratfed tiine and again teat it is no longer 
. willing ^ finance proxy allies? . 

The next few months, however, are like¬ 
ly to be fiiloiiWith trepidation.. For,one t 
thing the Am^^ele^o;ft r are, conmig l- 
up in. October; T Jahd American: policy- tb-j 
wards the area hi the next few months.ft I- 
Iikeljl’to^be sterile. This 'might be what; 

“RiTiri mmwIc-- a fniu thnrtfhc wmild erive:< 


talking about 

- Ariel Sharon, 
but Raphael Ei- 
tan and the rest 
of the genera^ 
of Lebanon,. 

In such a situ- 
ation. can Ne¬ 
tanyahu, the 
pragmatist, s be 
• allowed to oper¬ 
ate at his own 

- free- will. Being 
a radical is one 

- thing, but -the 
~ marie of a politi¬ 
cian is his brink- 
mansbip'and the 
ability to ma¬ 
neuver ; in. . a 

; quagmire of.pp- 
> litical aspira¬ 
tions- and; per-~ 
ceptions. What 
is feared is that 
this charismatic 
but. - inexperi¬ 
enced politician 
would “■ be 
sucked into a 
den that is dom¬ 
inated by a pack, 
of wolves, 
whose vision of 
-life today ft. 

■ modeled on the 
ancient . annals' 
of history. 

What Netan¬ 
yahu would 


By stressing the economic enterprises thatunderpinnedthedaily » : f 
Jabal Nablus in the J9th and 19th centuries, Doumanifosittonshi^jm^ys^wW^^^ , 

• Marxist tradition—without, however, falling prey to fixeijdogmas dr ihetonc^ 


Rediscovering Palatine, Mer¬ 
chants and Peasants in Jabal 
Nablus , by Beshara Doumani, 
University of -CaGfornia 
Press, 1995, pp340. 


Reviewed by 
Sally Bland 


IN REDISCOVERING Pales¬ 
tine , Beshara Doumani takes us 
back to a time and place where 
olive oil soap was money, and 
the wells for storing the oil 
served as banks. Doumani’s 
book is a soda! history, orga¬ 
nized around the products that 
made Nablus the trade and 
manufacturing hub of Palestine 
during the period of Ottoman 
rule. Accordingly, we find 


Book 

Review 


chapters with unusual and intri- 
•gixing titles tike: Cotton, Tex¬ 
tiles, and the Politic* of Trade 
Political Economy of Olive Oil 
and Soap, Class and State. 

- By stressing the economic 
e n t erprises that: underpinned : 
' the daily lives of the population 
of Jabal Nablus in the 18 th and 
- 19th centuries, Damuarii posi¬ 
tions his analysis within the 
Marxist tradition—without, 
however, falling prey to fixed 
dogmas or rhetoric. His con-. 
Crete, stihoHirfy ttppTOficfr, is 
full of original rtseUrcfr based 
on local court;jbccSds arid pri¬ 
vate papers of prominent Na- 
bufti feriutfcs not previously 
made accessible to die public. 

Rediscovering .Palestine 
chronicles therroajor events of 
the time, sacfi-as Ottoman rnili 
tary campaighs, rmd tint 
tian occupant I t examines foe 
connections b&Stedti’ 7 Nabh» 
and otirer reg^nal '(tenters tike 
Nazareth, Ha fa. Jaffa. Damas¬ 
cus and Cam), thus giving an 
historical tiventiewttf Palestine: 
as a whole. Relations to Jordan; 
espcdaHy -the Bakjai ire also 
acconJedu'place, since; the bed¬ 
ouins of the Baft Batik supplied 
the qUw ttixs ^sed in soap 
making, Up; to: 2,800 Camel 
loads of lbese ashes from the 
barilla pbm might ahive in Na¬ 
blus armuMly< 

The Ddantani 
of Oaouian Pdestiue' distitb : 
guishes Ssctf troth other histor¬ 
ical acctitinu in Serial 'Ways. 
While many 7 Tcsearobers have 
focused bhcitbcraibandr rural 
areas,. to ^Ae eXCfiftion the 

other, Dournarti und^SCorei the 


-interrelation between the city 
of Nablus and the surrounding 
villages. In his yjew, this ft the 
key to understanding the devel¬ 
opment of the district of "Jabal 
Nablus as a whole. It was the 
agricultural products of the hin¬ 
terland—first, cotton and later 
olive, oil—that brought the city 
its wealth and fame. Growing 
and marketing these products 
emailed interdependence be¬ 
tween city and countryside, 
and paved the way for a grow¬ 
ing class of middle peasants to 
enter inter-commeite. compet¬ 
ing with, and in some cases 
eclipsing, urban-based ruling 
families. 

Both Palestinian nationalists 
and Israeli historians—each 
from Lheir own perspective— 
have assumed a sharp break in 
Palestine's history; due to .out¬ 
side intervention. In contrast, 
Doumani .calls for the “redis¬ 
covery of Ottoman Palestine by 
drawing attention to long-term 
processes and by highlighting 
the agency of the.;inhabitants in 
the moIding of-thSr o'wn histOr 
ry” (p. xiX. Rediscovering Pal- , 
estine refutes Zionist- depic- , 
tions of- stagnant and 
unproductive ^ land Waiting to 
be colonized^ ft also questions 
romamic nationalist notions of 
18th aiKhl9tirCeneny Patestin- 
tan society united and 

harmonious. ^- According - to 
Doumanii.the r ’*vaunted collec 
tive ethos” of^Palestinian vil 
lages. “if it ever existed in the 
manner described: by national¬ 
ists who wwra-roinamici 2 c the 
Palestinian RC^&itty, Wns cer¬ 
tainly vulhe^Ie: fo ;tW triple 


blows of taxation, moneylend¬ 
ing, and intdrna] differentia¬ 
tion, all of which could notbut 
be accompanied by pginful and 
divisive political struggle” "(jr. 
i4d). •' 

-It is 'codimenty suj^oiedy 
that capitalism .entered Pales¬ 
tine via tMBriiish and bter the . 
Zionist colonizers. However. 
Doumani,argues that “many, of 
the feautres associated with 
capitalist' transformation had 
indigenous, roots that .were 
clearly evident before, they 
were supposedly initiated by 
outside forces” (p. 236). tn par- 
ucular, “che aggressive expan¬ 
sion of merehant capital, spear¬ 
headed by monbylending, sped 
up the commoditization of 
loncT(p,l50X 

While modOyfaiding impov¬ 
erished vast: portions; Of- the 
peasantry, trapping them .in a 
vicious cycle of debt, ii also 
Jed to, the'accumulation of in¬ 
vestment capital for expanding 
and concentrating the soap iiv 
dusiry. Y^hite other areas of the 
.Middle E&C, I Which depended 
primarify bit: textile production, 
lost out ro ^jaocb and .Bflush - 
: competigwfem.^e'jWth- cenuhf 
ry, Nabl^Jpffliinue^ to' flour* 
ish s in^ j^iTO^fihdiutry; : had. 


jects the notion thai Western- 
inspired tnodemizatipo was im¬ 
posed oii tbe Nablus"elite by 
the Ottomaa.goyeriimeht’s re- 
forrtii^Rfither 

: tween dft Ottoman goyoiunem 
f aad.' therlpcal.elice T - was T con- 
; stantly subj«Jt to negotiation, 
with each _ side vying for. its 
own interests. 'However; in 
. Doumani'S yieW,‘the;two sides 
“Spoke the same language.... 
built-on a shared set of assump- 
. tions. such as the primacy of 
market forces, and the sources 
of political legitimacy....*' (p. 
230). 

; There were, of course; seri- 
; ous disputes ami instances of 
resistance to Ottoman conrfi- 

- tions. Doumani recounts the 
. twO-ycar-ldng tax strike staged 
: by Nablus soap manafacturers 
; against tee: Ottoman aothdri- 

- ties, noting that such disputes 
“laid the essential groundwork 

: for the emergence of various 
forms of Palestinian national- 
Cv. ftm m the eAJy. twentieth cen- 

-tutyr(p;2l75. 

- . Doumani is no stranger to 
1 Jabal Nablus, A teacher at Bir 
: ZestUniversity.heobtaiiied bis 


in htsawy from .George¬ 
town UniVemty ib 1990, ori 


-pettred4b 


rosy have ap- 
Jersts-hirfrfy 


nam NaW^uTOah families 
and middle peasants; possessed 
sufficient to; adjust 

to shiffiuttriikmbcaV r und: 


gThey 

made ;crcatinga-‘: 

.moderii^^^SranCTOnfnaniTer 1 


me-^treogav ot * dissertation 
c - entitled: ^Merchs^, tee State; 

and Sodo-economi c Change in: 
; Ottoman Pnkstihc: The Nabius 
- ^W-18»-1®S0.” javtte 
he published several sO- 
dopoltticai essays about Saifit, 
ntthwe«- of -Nablus.-xn_ the 
, iddle East Rep^i T thti fon^ 

:.;^.,,#bsciLedk^l. .bbainl he 

. . . ' 



To BVoPntst 
to 


. “BibP wants;. a few months would givcw 
himiextra timeto show .his macho imaged- 
L .‘that 1 is before >; he-; is-.ready to sit downp 
again and talk-real politics. ■ _ _ ; 


THE DEPARTUF^bf|& 
Peres from Israeli .,’fi'brt- : 
line politics, tfndi an en£ 
teat of the early Zionisft 
pioneers. Indeed, if isb?® 
departure of a generation .■ 
that, has witnessed mv tefe. 

; jMyor conflicts 'with :tte:. i 
Arabworld. • ’ 

' ' The leadership of a pi’u- - 
iraH^ country usuaHy ie- - 
flects the mood of the nft- 
: jority of the electorateTOf 
tear society. And in that 
. respect. Mr Bi Bi Netap- 
yahu-s election victory ft .- 
: symptomatic of the .cur- i 
• rent affairs of Israel. The 
•close result of the.elec- : 
7 tions clearly indicafes foe 
extent to which Israel ft 
divided. 

.We in the Arab world ; 
have always thought that. 

.; tee presence of a threaten- 
; "ing external enemy. teas : 

been- a major factor of . 
- uniting the Arab woffd. ' 
But tee last two Gulf wars 
have shown that, even ah 
external enemy is. not a 
sufficient factor to .unite 


The same, it seems is 
applicable to Israel. In ibis 
case, pluralism ft not a 
sufficient factor for its po¬ 
litical cohesion. It is not 
war that Israel is divided 
on. but rather tee funda¬ 
mentals of peace. In as 
much as we, in Jordan, 
have to work hard for 
- peace, Mr Netanyahu’s 
government will have to 
exert itself and convince 
the Israeli society of the 
necessity of peace. The 
opposition in the Knesset 
cannot be underestimated, 
nor tee partner ideologues 
in the Bi Bi cabinet can be 
..ignored. It will not be 
easy for him to keep the 
. opposition at bay, and his 
coalition partners will not 
; give him a moment of res¬ 
pite. The balancing act of 
. Bi Bi is most crucial for 
. Israel’s stability and to all 
its neighbors. 

. .. Undoubtedly. Bi Bi is’ 
• 1 nandictepped' front 'the 
•..start, with dU'already di- 

- vided Israel, as half of the 
: population ihas opted for 
Mr Peres, and with part¬ 
ners whom still see him as 
the man in opposition 
rather than tee prime min¬ 
ister. The question of 

- peace in the region will 
continue to dominate the 
outlook of Israel 

- It is dear that it has 
crossed the point of no- 
' return iri signing peace 
with Jordan and the PNA, 

; but tee real challenge will 
be to sustain and build on 
the achievements of 
. peace. Jordan ha*made its 
position clear, and fully 
realizes that peace has 
been signed with tee state 
of Israel and it is not tee 
monopoly of one Israeli 
political party, or another. 
It has offered its contin¬ 
ued support to tee PNA. 
and will do its utmost to 
help the materialization of 
the Palestinian aspirations 
for an independent hbme- 
. land. ... 

By having a transparent 
foreign policy, Jordan is 
assuring Israel of its clear 
peace commitment; and 
reassuring our Palestinian, 
brothers of . supporting 
their independent political: 
deeftitms: As for -Syria 
and Liebaftbif, Jordan -has' 
often warned of the series 
; of : missed .opportunities, 
and reasonable' solutions' 

. to intricate regional prob¬ 
lems. However,' most of 
those warnings have gbino 
unheeded and now we 
have to await for the 
-squaring of protagonists 
against reach other in the 
next round' of futility, 
waste; and tension. 

Whether -tee Israeli 
electorate Jiave become 
hawkish,, or dovish, ft not 
.the issue. The. fact re¬ 
mains that there is a 
whole generation Of peor 
pie on both sides of lbc 
Arab-1 srOeli divide ,whd 
-are eager to get ori with 
. flteir fives, .and have every 
right to live in security 
and stability, and have a 
JiffiSpate of mone foan 8 


few. teen, yeaft. Itisetear 
Iroin foe TSrtelf dteftiott 


%-rearits, - advaritec? 

' suttees:fte J recenfiautek 
otf Libairoteaod.tefrdeate 
of countiess 

- vflians ate i^stf^ac^ptar 
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Business 
scene 


■ Tire assets of the 
Pearl Sanitary Paper 
Co., shot up. to JD 4,5 
million in 1995. This is 

a JD 1.6 million increase 
on its original paid up 
capital of JD 2.8 million. 
The company's revenues 
were.JD 85861 while the 
operational costs of the 
company reached JD 
14652. However, the 
company still made d 
profit arid this will be 
distributed to its share¬ 
holders. The pearl com¬ 
pany was established in 
1994. 

■ The Jordanian Private 
Holding Co., made a 
profit of JD 224,000 in 
J995. The company has 
a paid up capital of JD 
1,255 million. The com¬ 
pany, which specializes 
in paper, school books 
and notepads, has a 
working capital of JD 
4.92 million. 

■ The Amman Finan¬ 
cial Market has agreed 
to quote the shares of 
the Zara Investment Co 
in the 'parallel market.' 
The company, which 
was established in 1994, 
has a JD 25 million capi¬ 
tal. The company is to 
increase its capital to JD 
50 million. So far 31 
companies are traded on 
the parallel market of 
the AFM. 

■ The government has 
bought 85,000 tons of 

- solid winter wheat from 
the USA. The wheat, 
from Farmland Indus¬ 
tries. costs. $230,19 
cents fFOB). The first 
shipment will begin on 1 
August. 

■ The number of regis¬ 

tered ..companies for 
April was 358 compared 
to 447 for the same time 
lost year. The capital for 
these companies is JD 
35.800,640. This is 
slightly ." down on the 
April 1995 figure of JD ' 
"37,962,440. . 

■ The Minerals Invest¬ 
ment Co., is now 
declared established. A 
public holding company, 
it has a paid up capital 
of JD 5 million. Some of 
its shareholders include: 
Iordan Phosphate Mines 
Co; Jordan Cement Fac¬ 
tories; Social Insurance 
Corp.,- Jordanian Potash; 
Jordanian Carbonates. 

■ .The Ai Hasson Indus¬ 
trial City in Irbid has 43 
companies with a total 
investment of JD 53 mil¬ 
lion. It provides 1700 
jobs. The industrial city 
is located over 427 
dunums. 
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Japan week in Jordan begins II Developing an 


marathon on Saturday 


institutional banking 
system 


AMMAN (Star)—The Japan 
Week that is due to start this Sat¬ 
urday and last till 29 June can 
only be described as a marathon 
of events. It is not only strong on 
culture fsee People's Page), but 
on development and economy. 
The purpose, quite simply, is to 
strengthen economic relations 
through increasing dialogue and 
exchange of ideas between the 
private sectors in Japan and 
Jordan. 

In line with the Tokyo Declar¬ 
ation that was issued at the end 
of Jordan Week that was held in 
Japan, the Japan Week in 
Amman will culminate in an 
Amman Statement that will sup¬ 
plement the political and eco¬ 
nomic relations between the two 
countries. 

One of the main characteris¬ 
tics of Jordan Week is the spe¬ 
cialized seminars that will be 
held. 

• On 8 June a "Symposium on 
Japanesc-Jordanian Relations n. 


Partnership Towards the 2!st 010 

Century" will be opened by a for 

HRH Prince Hassan and H1H tnu 

Prince Takamado. The sympo- < 

sium will concentrate on Jorda- on 

nian-Japanese political and eco- era 

nomic relations. Top political * dar 

and economic experts from of 

both countries will take 

pan in the discussions. * _ l 1*011 

Three sessions will be 

held examining various ’ ^ 

JAIVIN WEEK IN JORDAN 

On 9 June there will be 

a roundtable on the role of the j—. « . qh 

private sector in Japan and Jor- H >3x T/fO IhI Ch 


dan. This is taking place at the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce 
between 10—II pm. This will 
be followed by a lecture on 
Japan and Jordan in International 
Society. Presented by Dr Seiza- 
buro Sato, it will be held in Al 
Hassan Auditorium in the Uni¬ 
versity of Jordan between 2—4 
pm. 

Also on the same day there 
will be a seminar on the possible 


H * 


development of the tourism 
indusoy in Jordan. This mil be 
held at the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce between 4—5:30 pm. 
Mr Yuichiri Motomura and Mr 
Kiyoaki Takakuwa of the Japa¬ 
nese Travel Association will sug¬ 
gest ways of the development of 
the tourism industry in Jordan. 
The Japanese tourism has a lot of 


money lo spend and is looking 
for adequate infrastructure in the 
tourism sector. 

On 10 June there is a seminar 
on prospects of economic coop¬ 
eration between Japan and Jor¬ 
dan at the AI Hassan Auditorium 
of the UJ between 9—11 am. 

The main speaker is Ariyo- 
' 11 shi Okumura. the president 
?>J of IBJ Capital Manage¬ 
ment Co., of Japan. Mr 
^ Okumura. a long time busi¬ 
nessman, is an executive 
advisor for the Tokyo 
Chamber of Commerce. 

There will be on emphasis on 
industrialism. On 12 June there 
is a one-day seminar on indus¬ 
trial policy. It is divided into 
three sessions. Kicking off at 
10:15 in the morning the focus of 
the first session is Industrial Pol¬ 
icy in Development. The pre¬ 
senter is Dr Fukunari Kumura. 
an economics professor from 
Kcio University. The next paper 
is on the Japanese Industrial Pol¬ 


icy. presented by Mr Masaio 
Histake, chief researcher in the 
Minister of Trade and Industry. 

The third session is on recom¬ 
mendations for Jordanian indus¬ 
trial policy from Mr Yoshiki 
Hatanaka from the Institute of 
International Economy. The ses¬ 
sions will end with a roundtable 
discussion. 

There is more than 27 partici¬ 
pants representing top Japanese 
banking and industry. Such 
household names include: 
Tokyo- Mitsubishi Bank, Mitsu¬ 
bishi Chemicals Co., Sumitomo 
Corp., Nippon-Jordan Fertilizer 
Co., Furukawa Electronic Co., 
the Export-Import Development 
Bank of Japan and a lot more. 

There is already 6 top Japa¬ 
nese companies that operate in 
Jordan. These include the Mitsui 
Co.. C. Itoh & Co., Nissho Iwai 
Cotp.. and Marubeni Corp., and 
their representatives who will 
take an active pan in these semi¬ 
nars. ■ 


AMMAN (Star)—The opening of the 
Tunisair office in Jordan last week is 
seen as one aspect of the develop¬ 
ment of the economic and touristic 
relations between the two countries. 
It comes as a part of a plan set down 
by Tunisair to expand its routes to 
the Middle East and especially to 
Arab countries. 

The Tunisair office held a press 
conference Last week at the Amman 
Marriot Hotel to brief travel agents 
and members of the press about the 
importance of the new Amman-Tunis 
air route. 

The meeting was attended by Mr 
Taher Al Haj Air, general manager 
of Tunisair and Husni bin Said die 
regional manager. Mr Aii said the 


Amman-Tunis air route opens 
with more tourists in mind 



two countries aim to hold a touristic 
week in the two capitals very shortly. 

Alt said that main flights of Tuni¬ 
sair are to and from European coun¬ 
tries like Germany, France and 
llaly..etc. He added that the number 
of passengers coming to Tunisia 
from these countries every year 
reaches three million which equals 
99% of the tourists. 

"European countries invest in the 
Tunisian tour¬ 
istic sector 
specially in 
Hotels," Ali 
added. 

Tunisair 
flies to 40 des¬ 
tinations. 

Most of these 
are in Europe. 

With the 
opening of the 
air . route, 
Tunisia aims 
to attract 
greater tour¬ 
ists from Arab 
countries 
which cur¬ 


rently are no 
more than I 
percent. 

“Tunisia has 
six international 
airports and its 
airway's fleet 
consists of 24 
planes, 15 of 
which are jum¬ 
bos jets. 

In the last 
three years Tuni¬ 
sair made a 
profit of $480 
million, $20 mil¬ 
lion of which 
was in 1995,” he 
pointed oul 
S tudies, he 

added, are being conducted to update 
the fleet and its air routes. “During 
Summer we are obliged to borrow 
other planes to copa with, the increas- ' 
ing number of taurisis." said Ali. ? 

“About 50Q.Q0O Tunisian passen¬ 
gers, most of whom are tourists, 
travel abroad eveiy year” Ali said. 
He added that Syria and Turkey are 
the first choice that the Tunisian tour- 





ist might think of. 

He explained that since the open¬ 
ing of the Amman-Tunis route, the 
capacity rate increased to 40 percent. 
He added that the Tunisian govern¬ 
ment are becoming more flexible in 
granting visas. He added that tourist 
groups get in to Tunisia very easily. 


BANKS IN Jordan must 
adopt ways to live up to the 
international and regional 
challenges and new develop¬ 
ments. These include 
strengthening their overhead 
capital in accordance with 
the criteria set down by the 
Basel Committee. Such 
measures will enhance the 
competing capacity of Jor¬ 
danian banks. It is impor¬ 
tant to use strategic planning 
as a basic element for its op¬ 
erations. The successful 
banking establishments are 
those which consider the 
principles of administration 
as basic to achieving their strategic goals. 

We also need to constantly develop and modernize the ad¬ 
ministration and the efficiency of the people working in the 
banking system. We must choose technically qualified em¬ 
ployees who have the knowhow and specialization in bank¬ 
ing services. They must have a great deal of knowledge 
abouL short and long-Lerm investments, be able to follow up 
the development of the international banking industry and 
make use of this knowledge to develop banking services. 
They must be trained in the skills to deal with agents and in¬ 
vestors and their needs from the banking system. 

Current banking services need to be modernized, and 
make use of ihe latest banking technology. We should find 
new ways in dealing with the financial aspects of the interna¬ 
tional money markets so that they will serve the requirements 
for the coming era. This should be done by looking at other 
instruments for medium-term deposits and savings. We have 
to activate the issuance of certificates of deposits, debt instru¬ 
ments and bonds. We must develop money markets and rent 
financing through which we can meet the financial needs of 
Lhe huge projects of development that the region will be wit¬ 
nessing in che coming stage. 

We should generalize the idea of establishing joint invest¬ 
ment funds which aim to attract the possible number of sav¬ 
ings from those interested to invest in these funds from inside 
and outside Jordan. These amounts of money will be em¬ 
ployed in different development projects. We must adminis¬ 
ter the issuance of shares, pledge to cover them in the pri¬ 
mary market and promote them through the local and 
international branch networks and the networks of correspon¬ 
dents affiliated to international banks. This will expand the 
platform of investors in the development projects and bring 
back the capital flights. 

Strategic planning for the local and international markets 
helps create investment opportunities. It enables us to be al¬ 
ways ready for any possible change in the markets. This can 
be supported by promotion standards based on continuous 
contact with owners of capital by creating permanent com¬ 
munication channels from inside and outside Jordan. Banks 
should utilize their branch networks outside Jordan to ac¬ 
quaint capital owners with investing opportunities and en¬ 
courage them to contribute to the financing of future projects. 

As to how Arab and Jordanian banking can be developed, 
their administration must take it upon themselves to adopt an 
institutional conception for a modern banking industry. ■ 

This is a version of a translated paper on the role of 
Jordanian banking by Abdel Qadir Al Dnweik, the vice- 
president of the Housing Bank. It was presented to the 
conference titled ‘The Jordanian Economy Within its Re¬ 
gional and International Framework: A Future Look.” 


146 Israeli firms willing 
to deal with Jordan 


AMMAN (Star)—A compre¬ 
hensive study conducted by 
Jordan Export Development 
and Commercial Centers Corp., 
said that 146 Israeli companies 
are willing to cooperate with 
Jordan in different economic 
fields. More than 75% of Israeli 
consumers said they would buy 
Jordanian products of high 
quality once they are exported 
to Israeli markets. Israeli busi¬ 
nessmen are willing to carry 
out joint productive projects, 
give licenses and exchange 
technology with Jordanians. 

The study, the first of its 
kind, showed ihai there is an 
Israeli market for at least 31 
Jordanian commodities. These 
include- detergents, sanitary 
paper, textiles and foodstuffs. 

The study asserted that there 
is a great opportunity for Jor¬ 
danian products to be exported 
to (he Gaza and West Bank 
markets. The study found that 
the quality of Jordanian goods 
is relatively better than that of 
Lhe Palestinian ones. 

Mr, Majed Hammoudeh, 
head of the research dept., in 
the corporation said the study. 


was aimed at identifying the 
nature of the markets in Israel, 
West Bank and Gaza. It sees 
Jordanian products as having 
high capacity and 
competitiveness. 

The study called for increas¬ 
ing customs exemptions on 
some Jordanian commodities 


from 20% or 50% to 100% so 
that they can compete in the 
Israeli market. 

Studies show that 75% of 
the exports of West Bank and 
Gaza go to Israel and 22% to 
Jordan while they import 95% 
from Israel and 2% from Jor¬ 
dan. ■ 


Small and medium industries 
have a lot to offer in Jordan 


-■ Jordan competes 
internationally says WEF 

lhe Geneva-based World,Economic Forum (WEF) said that 
Jordan ranks: 2 ? in the world in terms of its ability lb compete 
internationally. The criteria for the rankin^ are based; on-Jls' 
kvd^Of operawss,govOTmierit«M»»irageaie^finaiKiaI facilities, 
JnfinrirudnR and technology. 

’ Jordan has come to beat Egypt, which is xanke&40 by, the 
(WEF). This Is despile the feet that Egypt is a much bigger mar¬ 
ket Tbe lalest report of the forum paints otrt however, that 
Egypt has a greater share of the worid markets. 

. The two countries advanced as Earns operational market laws 
and the use of computer The fifinn maintains tfagtf the coim- 
trfcs which have grrater national savings and redneedtexeshave 
die ability to arntpetemore tbanothers; 

Jordan and-Egypt are the two countries to'.'the’Arab world 
that are stated in the report’s forum. ■ 


Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 


jin® • ? i' 


SATURDAY 


* Public Mining; 

* ioiilaa Gulf htaurancc 

* Amman (meanem Bank 


* Uvotadi & Pcmkry 
+ Bxpanas biMs&ncU 
+ Na(ioMl Portfolio Sa 


SUNDAY 


♦ Zoru for lnvoimcni 

♦ Al Rasi Pham. InJanrio 

♦ National Culta 


♦ Uveoock & Poultry 

+ Jordan Gulf Insurance 

♦ Pte»bai^f^C«vming 




MONDAY 


♦ Nayzafc Dies Jk. Moulds Maim. 
+ Zara for Investment 
+ HoBy Load teunscc 


♦ Amman Investment Bank 

♦ Irbid Distnci Elecmciiy 

♦ Arab Pipe Industry 


TUESDAY 


* Zara tor Investment 

Int* Education & Investment 
4- Arab Investment Bonk 


+ Woolen industries 

4-Amman InvcsUAcM Bank 

♦ National Portfolio Securities 


B*nua l Prict Pointer 
Tt*d« Volume 
Stock Volume 

Highest Traded Stocks 
♦Umwck A PouUry 51 


♦ National Bank 


V lotenwtkmai Education 


All data provided by ill ACCESS Tel: 64686S Fax: 64«W9 


By Akram Karmoul 

AS IN many other countries of 
the region, small-scale indus¬ 
tries in Jordan usually require 
limited investment and rela¬ 
tively small working capital, 
employing a small number of 
people at relatively law wages. 
Altiiough not enjoying econo¬ 
mies of scale and producing 
goods mainly for local (and 
sometimes regional) markets, 
these operations are usually 
close to ihcir sources of supply 
for materials and their sales 
markets. They are less bureau¬ 
cratic and more flexible Lhan 
large operations, and can cater 
readily to individual demand 
and limited market volume. 
This often enables them to 
develop innovative products, 
new markets and better condi¬ 
tions of payment and delivery. 

According to the Dept., of 
Statistics, business enterprises 
in Jordan are divided into three 
categories: small-scale, 

employing 1-4 workers; 
medium-scale, employing 5-24 
workers: and large-scale, 

employing 24 workers or more. 

Small and medium industrial 
enterprises (SMIs) can be cate¬ 
gorized into the following sub¬ 
sectors; micro-scale handi¬ 
crafts: semi-mechanized and 
small factories; small mecha¬ 
nized factories: and medium¬ 
sized mechanized factories. In 
1994, small industries in Jor¬ 
dan (less than five workers) 
constituted about 90 percent of 
all industrial establishments 
and about 45 percent of total 
industrial employment. If we 
add to this the medium-size 
industries (5-24 workers), the 
total percentage of small and 
medium industries becomes 98 
percent of all industrial estab¬ 
lishments in Jordan. 

According to the Statistics 
Dept., SMIs contributed 26.9 
percent of GDP in 1994 (as 
compared to 31.9 percent for 
large enterprises). SMIs have 
also contributed 13.8 percent to 
capital formation (as compared 
with 74 percent in the case of 
large enterprises). Productivity 
of smaller operations is less in 
value than that of large enter¬ 
prises, basically due to the 
intensive use of technology in 


the latter case. • 

The cost in Jordan of creat¬ 
ing one job opportunity in a 
large factory is about JD 
40,000 on average, while in an 
SMI it costs only about JD 
6J>00. Jordanian small indus¬ 
tries. in addition to being 
important contributors to GDP. 
are a productive, inexpensive 
and efficient creator of employ¬ 
ment, particularly when capital 
and technology are scarce. 

Because they are less risky 
and more flexible than larger 
concerns, SMIs stimulate pri¬ 
vate investment and provide a 
training ground for new entre¬ 
preneurs. They 
have suited, for 
example, return- I LURI 
ing migrants with 
small savings, 
young graduates 
and women. 

Small firms have 
higher inherent 
innovative poten¬ 
tial than their 
larger counter¬ 
parts, and are 
therefore consid¬ 
ered potent vehi¬ 
cles for change. 

They are speedily 
responsive to 
market demand, 
as part of the 
industrial pyra¬ 
mid of the coun¬ 
try as a whole, 
have Lhe potential 
to feed bigger 
and more com¬ 
plex industries, 
and eventually to 
become formal 
and larger 

themselves. 

Constraints to 
development and 
growth 

Constraints to 
the development 
of the sector 
come from a 
number of direc-, 
lions, and to a 
large extent 
reflect problems 
faced by the 
small-scale sec¬ 
tor in MENA 
countries other 
than Jordan. 

These include 
lack of clear 


strategies and regulations in 
support of small-scale activi¬ 
ties; excessive bureaucratic and 
administrative procedures; 
back of an incentive structure 
and tariff exemptions which 
could stimulate and protect this 
sector, to preferential treatment 
in registration, customs, taxa¬ 
tion and credits; absence of 
extension support services cen¬ 
ters and specialized associa¬ 
tions or cooperatives inability 
to borrow at reasonable banka¬ 
ble collaterals; difficulty in 
securing credit and soft loans, 
low levels of technical knowl¬ 


edge and professional skills: 
inadequate or obsolete technol¬ 
ogy: low-quality products; lack 
of facilities and infrastructure 
for modem operations, mainte¬ 
nance techniques and environ¬ 
ment protection; lack of coordi¬ 
nation within the sector itself, 
particularly with regard to 
cooperative ventures such as 
whole-purchase orders at accu¬ 
mulated level for technology 
and raw materials, marketing 
and sale of finished products, 
financing schemes, and so 
forth.! 

Forum 
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King Hussein 

Israeli vote not 
against peace 

By John Lancaster 

LA Timcs-Wasliingtan Post 
News Sen'ice 

AMMAN—His Majesty King Hussein of Jordan became the 
first Arab leader to publicly proclaim support for Israeli 
Prime Minister-elect Binyamin Netanyahu, expressing confi¬ 
dence that the conservative Likud party leader would con¬ 
tinue to push for a comprehensive Arab-Israeli peace. 

In a interview last week. Xing Hussein said he had been 
"taken aback" by suggestions throughout the Arab world and 
elsewhere that Netanyahu's victory over the Labor Party 
government of Prime Minister Shimon Peres was "indicative 
of a move against peace." 

On the contrary, he said. "I believe that the peace process 
has every possibility of continuing. It has a dynamic of its 
own. It is irreversible. ... 1 have every confidence and every 
faith that the future is bright in terms of the cause of peace." 

King Hussein’s upbeat lone was at odds with prevailing 
Arab views that Netanyahu's hard line—on security and 
other issues—docs not bode well for Arab-lsraeli relations. 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat has privately expressed dis¬ 
may at the prospect of losing Peres as his negotiating part¬ 
ner. given Netanyahu's opposition to Palestinian statehood 
and declared intention to expand Jewish settlements. 

Although King Hussein scrupulously avoided any involve¬ 
ment in the Israeli campaign. Jordanian officials privately 
expressed their preference for Peres, whose Labor Party gov¬ 
ernment made peace with Jordan under Peres’s predecessor. 
Yitzhak Rabin. Jordan pursued a “warm" peace with Israel 
that included agreements on trade, tourism, and water rights. 

But in an interview last Saturday evening with four report¬ 
ers on the outdoor patio of his residence. Nadwa Palace. 
Hussein said it would be a mistake to prejudge the prime 
minister-elect on the basis of statements made in the heat of 
a political campaign. "LeL's hope that this is the past and 
we're looking at the future.” he said. “I think we’d better all 
give him a chance to put his house in order and assume his 
responsibilities.” 

Dressed casually in a short-sleeved shirt, and gray slacks, 
the King rejected suggestions that the election had been a 
referendum on the peace process. The King said he is con¬ 
vinced that Israelis still support the search for a comprehen¬ 
sive settlement based on territorial compromise. 

King Hussein spoke with Netanyahu on Friday, when the 
Likud leader telephoned after the election results became 
final. “He wanted me to be among the first he contacted.” 
King Hussein said. ”1 was very touched by that. ... He 
assured me that he is committed to the cause of peace." 

Jordan is in a sensitive position because of Jordan's deci¬ 
sion to conclude a separate peace agreement with Israel 
before a comprehensive Arab-Israeli settlement ■ 
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Netanyahu strikes conciliatory 

note in unity speech 


Ahmad Tibi , an Arab citizen of Israel and advisor to Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, called the 
speech disappointing because Netanyahu never mentioned either Arafat or the Palestine Liberation 

Organization, Israel’s partner in the.peace process. 



The victor K the vanquished 


By Rebecca Trounson and 
Marjorie Miller 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

JERUSALEM—Israeli Prime 
Minister-elect Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu. in a victory speech aimed 
at healing wounds laid bare by 
a bitter election campaign, 
vowed last Sunday to try to 
unify his divided nation and 
forge a "true, secure peace" 
with the Arab world. 

Netanyahu, who defeated 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
by the slimmest of margins last 
week, sounded notes of concili¬ 
ation and moderation through¬ 
out the speech, his first public 
comments since his victory 
was confirmed last Friday. 

Before hundreds of wildly 
cheering supporters in Jerusa¬ 
lem's Binyanei Haooma Con¬ 
vention Center, the 46-year-old 
leader of the right-wing Likud 
Pam 1 said his first priority will 
be to "heal the breach" 
between Israelis divided along 
political and religious lines. 

"Peace begins at home." he 
said, adding that those efforts 
should be followed by further 
progress in peace negotiations 
with the Palestinians and 
neighboring Arab slates. 

Although the speech con¬ 
tained few specifics, it did pro¬ 
vide a glimpse of the directions 
Netanyahu's government is 
likely to take. In addition to 
indicating his desire to con¬ 
tinue along a path toward 


peace, he stressed the 
significance of Israel's, 
close relationship with 
the United States and 
vowed to strive for a 
freer economy and a 
greater flow of 
immigrants. 

Political analysts said 
the Likud leader's gener¬ 
ally conciliatory lone 
seemed aimed at easing 
fears his election has 
sparked at home and 
abroad that he would 
scuttle the Middle East 
peace process. 

Netanyahu has 45 
days from the election to 
form a coalition and lake 
power. His aides have 
said he expects to present 
his new Cabinet to the 
Knesset, or parliament, 
for approval by 17 June. 

In his speech, Netan¬ 
yahu also reached out to 
Peres, the 73-year-old 
Labor Party leader who 
lost the election by less 
than I percentage point. 

He praised his rival's 
contributions to Israel 
over a half-century politi¬ 
cal career. 

The raucous crowd 
responded with jeers, but 
Netanyahu admonished 
them, raising his hand and 
repeating his praise. 'The cam¬ 
paign is behind us. and we are 
now in a different era. the era 
of unily across the nation." he 
said. 

The acknowledgment of 


Peres, a Nobel Peace Prize 
winner, was but one of many 
“Amcrican-style" touches by 
the man soon to become 
Israel's first media-savvy 
leader. Netanyahu, who spent 
much of his youth in the 


United States, garnered consid¬ 
erable attention during the cam¬ 
paign. for his easy speaking 
ability on television and for his 
tendency to be accompanied on 
campaign stops by his wife and 
children. Both were rare in 


Israeli politics. 

Underscoring that Israel will 
have a new kind of leader. 
Netanyahu's wife. Sara, not 
only attended her husband's 
speech last Sunday but was 
introduced by him—and 
greeted in deafeningly friendly 
fashion by the audience. 

Dotted among the standing- 
room-only crowd were repre¬ 
sentatives of the diverse groups 
whose votes brought Netan¬ 
yahu to power: ultra-Orthodox 
Jews in their traditional long 
coats and black hais. religious 
Jews in skullcaps. Bedouin 
Arabs in flowing headdresses 
and youthful “Likudniks" in T- 
shirts and jeans. 

In the speech. Netanyahu 
said he extends his hand to all 
Arab leaders and to the Pales¬ 
tinians, and he called on them 
to join Israel in a "circle of 
peace" to work for a permanent 
solution to the conflicts that 
have tom the region. 

“We intend to advance the 
process of dialogue with all our 
neighbors to achieve a stable 
peace, a real peace, a peace 
with security," he said, echoing 
a frequent campaign theme. 

Ahmad Tibi, an Arab citizen 
of Israel and advisor to Pales¬ 
tinian leader Yasser Arafat, 
called the speech disappointing 
because Netanyahu never men¬ 
tioned cither Arafat or the Pal¬ 
estine Liberation Organization, 
Israel’s partner in the peace 
process. 

“This was intentional," Tibi 


said. “He directed his speech 
to the Palestinian people and 
he is trying to exclude the Pal¬ 
estinian leadership. Mr Netan¬ 
yahu will soon know that with¬ 
out the fPLO) and Mr Arafat, 
there is no peace in the area." 

Netanyahu has opposed the 
land-for-peacc concessions 
that formed the basis of the 
peace talks with ihe Palestin¬ 
ians. He also said before the 
election that he would never 
give up the Golan Heights, the 
return of which Syria views as 
a precondition for any 
negotiations. 

Netanyahu is expected to 
have to deal quickly with the 
difficult issue of Hebron, the 
last West Bank city still under 
the control of the Israeli army. 
A statement issued by the 
Peres administration said the 
issue of Hebron, where a few 
hundred Jews live among 
100.000 Arabs, will be left to 
the new government But. 
according to Israel Radio, it 
noted that Israel has made an 
international commitment to 
hand over all West Bank cities 
to Palestinian self-rule. 

But the government did 
move Sunday to ease a three- 
month closure of the territories 
that has kept Palestinian work¬ 
ers from reaching jobs in 
Israel. Officials said 11.000 
Palestinians were allowed to 
return to work after restrictions 
imposed after the hombincs 
were lifted. ■ 
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Bibi owes election victory 
to religious Jews 


By John Daniszewski 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

BEIT EL. Israel—One reason why Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu confounded the pollsters 
and squeaked to victory in Israel’s hotly 
contested presidential election last week 
might he found in the studios of pirate 
radio station Arutz 7 in this hilltop Jewish 
settlement. 

On election day. this religious station 
lined up 2 .U 0 I 1 volunteers with cars to taxi 
people to the polls, and given the philoso¬ 
phy ol fervent Zionism and nationalism 
espoused by the station and its listeners, it 
is fairly safe to assume that most of their 
passengers cast votes for the leader of the 
right-wing Likud Party. 

Beil El. a settlement north of Jerusalem 
peopled by observant Jews who believe 
th.it the Land of Israel has been divinely 
bestowed upon them, epitomizes a sector 
of Israeli society that proved to be Netan¬ 
yahu's secret weapon in his campaign 
against Prime Minister Shimon Peres of 
the Labor Party: the 25 percent or so of 
Israelis who can be classified as religious. 

Especially in the closing days of the 
campaign, rcliginus Jews provided much 
of the energy and lhc momentum for the 
Netanyahu victory. 

Spending from their own pockets, rclig- 
iuus Jews traveled door-to-door across the 
country seeking votes for Netanyahu. They 
woke up early to seize strategic street cor¬ 
ners and paper them with banners, posters 
and leaflets for "Bihr." as Netanyahu is 
known. 


And on the decisive day itself, they 
voted with near-unanimity in their 
extended families in favor of Netanyahu. 

Last-minute endorsements from leading 
rabbis such as 106-year-old Yitzhak 
Kaduri left no doubt about whom the 
observant Jew should support as a religious 
duty. 

"They have a son of discipline," said 
Daniel Sperber, a Talmud professor at "Bar 
Man University, speaking of the ultra- 
Orthodox Jews known as the "haredim." or 
"fearful of God.” 

"When the rabbi told them to vote for 
Netanyahu. Lhere was no question that 
within a few hours you could marshal tens 
of thousands of people to vote as told." he 
said. 

In the words of former Defense Minister 
Ariel Sharon, a Likud Party elder: "If there 
was one thing which decided these elec¬ 
tions. it was the mobilization of this 
movement." 

For religious Jews, the election became 
part of their larger struggle for the soul of 
Israel—whether the country is to be a nor¬ 
mal secular democracy but with a large 
Jewish population, or whether it is to be a 
Jewish state governed to a significant 
degree by Judaic values and laws. 

"They decided that the future of the 
country was at stake." said Ycdidya Allas, 
a senior correspondent for Arutz 7. whose 
broadcasts are transmitted from a ship in 
the Mediterranean because it cannot get a 
license from the Israeli government. 

“We were forced to make a clear choice 
on whether this was going to be the Jewish 
state of Israel that its founders envi¬ 


sioned—or some sort of binational or secu¬ 
lar state." 

Although the final margin looked slim— 
Netanyahu winning by about 30.000 votes, 
or less than 1 percent of the ballots— 
among Jewish voters the victory for Netan¬ 
yahu was unambiguous: 55.5 percent opted 
for Netanyahu compared to 44.5 percent 
for Peres. 

Netanyahu was not outwardly pious 
until he began the campaign to become 
prime minister, but in his televised debate 
with Peres he twice invoked God's bless¬ 
ing—and on the day before the vote, he 
prayed at the Western Wall. Judaism's 
most sacred site. He also returned (here to 
pray last Friday shortly after his victory 
was confirmed: a religious supporter blew 
a ram's horn in triumph. 

Although most commentators analyzing 
the election have focused on security 
issues—saying that Peres’ supporters 
voted their hopes for the peace process 
rather than their fears of terrorism, and 
Netanyahu's backers just the opposite— 
members of the religious community say 
that traditional values and the country’s 
"Jewish identity" were uppermost in their 
minds. 

“The rcjl debale here is not a political 
debate. The debate here is the outcome of 
a crisis about values." said Rahbi Omcr 
Fourmanskv. who said he fears that 
changes in the country arc undermining the 
country's morality. The youth in public 
school do not get enough exposure to the 
Torah, he said, and the mass media satu¬ 
rate them with messages of violence, drugs 
and other aspects of modern decadence. 


Democracy—Israeli style 


He accused Israeli state 
radio and television of being 
"almost completely 'anti' in 
its approach to religion" in 
recent years, even though 
religious and traditionally 
minded Jews make up to one- 
third of the population. 

To religious voters. 

Labor's willingness to com¬ 
promise with the Palestinians 
in the peace negotiations, 
along with its candid appeals 
to Israel's Arab minority to 
help keep it in ulllcc, was a 
scandal—a fundamental 

betrayal of the reason lor a 
Jewish stale. 

77fc feeling was (hat the 
government had gone over¬ 
board on equality, “so much 
so that they began dc-Judnisizing Judaism 
and strengthening Arnhism." Sperber said. 
Some feared that Israel would eventually 
lose its Jewish character altogether. 

"If this was just another democracy. I'd 
go back to America." Beil El resident Shel¬ 
ley Nukoncchny. who immigrated to Israel 
25 years ago. said in a typical continent. "I 
came to live in a Jewish .slate." 

Another factor driving the religious vote 
was resentment of the government’s per¬ 
ceived bias against observant Jew*;. Some 
felt they were being regarded as primitive 
relics of a medieval era and were being 
blamed by lhc rest of society for last year's 
assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin by religious law student Yigal Amir. 
Religious Jews felt "demonized." Sperber 


said. "There was a feeling of a stigma to 
speaking openly about what they 
helieved—they felt almost a shadow of 
Bolshevism invading their lives." 

Mcnuchcm Friedman, a sociologist, 
recently visited the haredim community of 
Bnci Brak and was struck by the depth of 
anger he found there toward Labor and 
Mcrctz. a liberal, secularist pony that is 
Labor's coalition partner and frequently 
jousis with religious leaders. 

"They were saying the previous govern¬ 
ment humiliated them every day for the 
past four years, that it had become too 
much for them," Friedman said. "They 
wanted to take revenge—meaning ‘Down 
with Peres’ and especially ‘Down with 
Mcrctz.’" 


After the Netanyahu victory, and signifi¬ 
cant gains by a trio of religious parties that 
will control 20 percent of the new Knesset, 
or parliament, a feeling of relief and jubila¬ 
tion surged through the religious commu¬ 
nity—wilh a few notes of triumphalism. 

The priorities of religious Jews include 
closing down certain streets and halting 
bus service on the Sabhath. increasing gov¬ 
ernment subsidies for housing for large 
Orthodox families, putting more religious 
content into the public school curriculum 
and, among the more nationalistic parts of 
the community, retaining and expanding 
settlements in the Wcm Bank, seen as the 
heart of the God-given Israel of the Torah. 
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Likud’s victory puts Arafat 
in an even tighter spot 


By Nicholas Goldberg 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

GAZA CITY—On the night 
of the Israeli elections. Yas¬ 
ser Arafat sal in his office 
overlooking the Mediterra¬ 
nean until well past dawn, 
staring in horror at the televi¬ 
sion. agitated, uncompre¬ 
hending. disbelieving. 

For the Palestinian leader, 
the 2 am turn of events— 
when Benjamin Netanyahu 
overtook Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres and started 
down the road to victory— 
was a disaster for which he 
simply was not prepared. 

After all. despite its prom¬ 
ises to the contrary, a Netan¬ 
yahu government seemed 
likely to leave the peace pro¬ 
cess badly crippled, if not 
dead. A longtime enemy of 
Arafat. NeLanyahu had prom¬ 


ised voters he would halt 
talks on Jerusalem, reinvjgo- 
raie Jewish settlements in the 
Occupied Territories and 
block creation of a Palestin¬ 
ian stale, thereby rejecting 
lhc bedrock demands of the 
Palestinians. Under Netan¬ 
yahu. it appeared, lime 
would be turned back to 
before the signing of the 
peace accords in 1993. 

“Arafat didn't sleep at all 
that night: he was in his 
office with his top staff, 
watching." said a close 
adviser who spoke to him 
afterward. ‘The next day. he 
couldn't believe it. He was 
devastated. He just couldn't 
believe it hod happened." 

Arafat's reaction was not 
much different from his con¬ 
stituents. Across the dusty 
Gaza Strip and throughout 
the barren hills of the West 
Bank, Palestinians, many of 


whom had taken a Jong time 
to come around to supporting 
the peace process, responded 
to lhc elections with fear. 
Even those who professed to 
see little difference between 
the two Israeli candidates 
acknowledged that they were 
now even less likely to sec an 
end to the crippling border 
closure, or to ever realize 
their dream of statehood, 
which had seemed almost 
within their grasp. 

Bui Arafat's concerns were 
ringed with something else: 
an element of self- 
preservation and u realization 
that his power and fulurc arc 
tied in the success of the 
peace process. Indeed, in 
interviews since the election. 
Palestinians have made clear 
that it is not only the Israelis 
whom they hold responsible 
for their diminishing pros¬ 
pects. but Arafat, loo. He 


raised iheir hopes, they .say. 
and (hen he capitulated on 
issue after issue—border 
closing. Israel's recent mili¬ 
tary campaign against Hez¬ 
bollah guerrillas in Leba¬ 
non—without getting 

anything in return Arafat 
has installed a repressive, 
corrupt regime in Gaza, they 
say. and now he has failed to 
come through with peace. 

"If Arafat doesn’t find a 
solution, there’s going to he a 
new- intifada, worse than 
be fun;," said lyad Abdul 
Razik. a 23-year-nld unem¬ 
ployed Gaza resident from 
the Beach refugee camp, 
referring to the popular upris¬ 
ing that began in 1988 
against the Israeli occupa¬ 
tion. Razik has been unable 
to travel to his job in Israel 
since the closure was 
imposed three months ago 
after the first of four suicide 


bombings. "If the Israelis 
become more intransigent, it 
is not our government that 
will react, it is the Palestinian 
people as a whole.” 

His friend, Mohammed 
Zugra. 22. echoed: "If there 
is no peace, there will be an 
explosion." 

Talk of a new intifada is 
everywhere: Among US dip¬ 
lomats. UN employees. Pales- 
lintan college professors, pol¬ 
iticians and refugees. 

"The level of frustration is 
very high here." said Ziad 
Abu Amr. a professor of 
political science ut Bir Zeit 
University in Ramaliah and a 
member of the newly elected 
Palestinian legislative coun- 
cil. “I worry about what will 
happen." 

Tcrje Larsen, the UN spe¬ 
cial coordinator for the Occu¬ 
pied Territories, said that if 


lhc closure is not lifted and 
economic conditions 

improved, people will lose 
faith in the fulurc and ir, the 
peace process, and the situa¬ 
tion would become "really 
dangerous." Anger, he said, 
could undermine Arafat’s 
authority, and could even be 
directed against the Palestin¬ 
ian Authority. 

For Arafat, it’s a time to 

be supremely cautious: his 
leadership is on the line. And 

in the past few days he has 
been just that. He did not 
respond to comments by for¬ 
ma Defense Minister Arid 
Sharon, who is expected to 
be a Cabinet minister again 
under Netanyahu, when he 
called Arafat a terrorist. In 
fact. Arafat did not respond 
at all to Netanyahu's elec¬ 
tion. except to say through 
aides that he hoped the new 
government would press for¬ 
ward with the peace process 
and begin renewed negotia¬ 
tions quickly. 

Arafat's goal in the week* 
ahead is to walk a delicate 
line, keeping the peace pro¬ 
cess going with his tough 

new partners—without 

appearing to have sold out 
his people or to have aban¬ 
doned their most cherished 
dreams. ■ 
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0r V World’s most innovative city 

spotlighted at UN summit 
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By Robin Wright 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

CURITIBA, Brazil—At the start of the 
school year, Christiano Pereira Pinheiro. 
a winsome 7-year-old, traded eight 
pounds of recyclable garbage for a 
packet of new notebooks. 

Each week, he and his two older broth¬ 
ers, the sons of a maid and a steelworker, 
exchange trash for two pounds of pro¬ 
tein-rich beans or fresh fruit. At Easter, 
they get chocolate eggs and at Christmas 
a coke for the family. 

Garbage is not the only thing recycled 
here. Old wooden utility posts are reused 
in office buildings, bridges and public 
squares. Retired buses become mobile 
classrooms for adult education. A gun¬ 
powder depot converts into a theater-in- 
the-round. 

“Virtually everything has more than 
one use”-said Mayor Rafael Greet De 
Macedo, whose airy office overlooking a 
park is made of old telephone poles and 
glass. “It's just a matter of figuring out 
how lo reuse things and then leaching 
people how to do it." 

Curitiba has done just that—and much 
more. As the world's mayors and urban 
planners assemble Monday in Istanbul. 
Turkey, for the start of a JO-day UN 
summit on mushrooming urban prob¬ 
lems, this little-known city 200 miles 
southwest of Sao Paulo in southeast Bra¬ 
zil is being heralded ns the place that has 
many of the solutions. 

“It's the most innovative city in the 
world,” said Wally N’Oow of Gambia, 
chairman of the Habitat II summit. Since 


young maverick architects and engineers 
look over City Hall in the 1970s, Curitiba 
has tried new ways to tackle urban ills, 
including illiteracy, homelessness, trans¬ 
portation and government service short¬ 
comings, unemployment, pollution and 
poverty. 

Curitiba is still a Third World city, 
with at least 10 percent of its 1.6 million 
people living in slums of corrugated tin- 
and-wood shanties. And its innova¬ 
tions—from 'trade villages" to school¬ 
books written by the mayor—were made 
very gradually. 

But the city now stands as a model for 
urban planners, and mayors from around 
the world have visited Curitiba to learn 
from its experiments. 

The rush to the cities has been one of 
the great global trends of the 20 th cen¬ 
tury. Forty years ago, 70 cities had more 
than-! million people. Today there are 
more than 200, including 10 in Brazil. 
And in IS years, the United Nations esti¬ 
mates. there will be 500. with 33 having 
populations of more than 10 million. 

“The 21st century will be the first 
urban century,” N’Dow said, “with more 
than half the world's population living in 
cities. But whether in big countries such 
as the United States or small countries 
like mine, we are all woefully 
unprepared.” 

In an effort to share possible solutions. 
Habitat 11 has identified 227 innovative 
practices in cities from Bogota. Colom¬ 
bia. to Bangkok. Thailand. Jakarta, Indo¬ 
nesia, Is cited for uniting the public and 
private sectors in a housing development 
project. Havana is mentioned for the way 
it has provided housiog, roads, clean 




water and electricity to ' ' '■ 
the poor. 

In the United Suites, 

Habitat's premier jig& 
example is Chaita- IggpL 
nooga. Tenn., which in to* ■'■i Sa . .. 
1969 was the most- ra*. 
polluted American raS I-I..-,, ■£ 
city, rapidly losing t 

people and jobs. Under ffigjjfc 
the management of 
Oavjd Crockett, 

descendant of the Iron- ¥ V\_ 

tiersman. Chattanooga ' 
has done an abouL-face, ££jSTSBa& 
making major strides • • 
in such areas as pollu- - . . 

tion control, neighbor- wT: • 

hood revitalization and 
public education. f 

Elsewhere in Brazil, 

Sao Paulo, whose 18 
million residents make 
it the world’s third- 
largest metropolis, is a 
ditty. disorienting i Spay , 
mega-city. Rampant 
crime plagues Rio de • 

Janeiro, where up to a ^B3 jtfa5l3 
third of the 5.5 million 
residents live in shanties. Brasilia, the 
capita], is a sterile planned city of J.S 
million whose outdated 1960s architec¬ 
ture gives it an eerie feel. 

The accomplishments of Curitiba have 
come despite limited means. For a city its 
size, its budget is modest: SI billion a 
year, the same as that of Lausanne, Swit¬ 
zerland, which has one-tenth the 
population. 

But Curitiba is making the most of 
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what it has. 

Its "garbage that is not garbage" pro¬ 
gram made ir (he world's recycling capi¬ 
tal. More than 70 percent of its trash is 
recycled—compared to 10 percent in the 
United States. Paper recycling in Curitiba 
saves 1,200 trees a day, city planners 
estimate. 

The program in turn helps the poor. 
The city Iasi year exchanged almost 2 
million pounds of food. 348,000 Easter 


eggs and 26,000 Christmas cakes for 
recyclable trash. Hundreds of quilts for 
the needy were sniffed with crushed Sty¬ 
rofoam. Christiano was one of 25,000 
poor children who received school 
supplies. 

The program also keeps the town 
clean, cuts diseases spread by rat urine 
and avoids the persistent floods that used 
to occur when the townspeople threw 
their garbage into rivers. 

Curitiba also is taking government to 
the people. “Citizenship Streets” are col¬ 
orful covered avenues of government 
offices and shops where residents can 
pay utility bills, get a marriage license or 
file a police report. They can also geL a 
haircut, buy groceries or work out. Shop 
rents pay most of the costs. 

The streets also have 600-seat open 
theaters, night courts and classrooms that 
offer vocational training for $1 a course. 
In one recent computer doss. Marta Cas- 
avechia Penha, a 28-year-old teacher, 
said she enrolled because “the price is 
right. With my income, this is the only 
route to advancement.” 

The first Citizenship Street opened last 
year; six more are planned by early 1997. 
They reflect one of the keys to Curitiba’s 
success: integration. Each Citizenship 
Street, for example, is linked to one of 
(he city's seven transportation hubs. 

The transport centers are near health 
facilities, of which Curitiba has the most 
per capita in Brazil—all open 24 hours a 
day. The clinics and environmental pro¬ 
grams have cut infant mortality in half 
over the past decade: it is now only one- 
third of the national average of more than 
50 deaths per 1,000 births? 



Tlie- City Summit 

Curitiba has not overlooked its 
schools. Christiano. a second-grader, 
uses one of the four-volume "Lessons 
from Curitiba" textbooks written by the 
mayor and local teachers. Numbers are 
taught using local flora and fauna. The 
poem in a reading lesson explains that 
emeralds arc wonh a lot and diamonds 
much more, but even more valuable is 
glass because it can be recycled again 
and again. Math problems probe how 
much of (he local environment r.ui be 
saved through various kinds of recycling. 

“We're trying to create a whole new 
set of attitudes and a sense of involve¬ 
ment,” Mayor Grcca said. Students pay 
for their books in recyclable trj>h: each 
book itself is recycled to the next year’s 
students. 

In 1991. Curitiba built the Free Uni¬ 
versity for the Environment—from old 
utility posts—next to a quarry' converted 
into a lake. Short courses on how to 
make beuer use of the environment arc 
tailored for homemakers, contractors and 
merchants. Taxi drivers have to take a 
course to get an operator's license. H 
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By John Ward Anderson 

LA Times- Washington Past 
News Service 

MEXICO CITY—When taxi 
driver Gerardo Becerri heard 
the breathless radio announcer 
urging listeners to stand by for 
an incredible stotY that would 
shock all of Mexico, he imme¬ 
diately thought there had been: 
another political assassination. 
Then came the report, and it 
was almost as stunning. 

The abbot of the Basilica of 
Guadalupe. Mexico’s holiest 
shrine to the country’s patron 
saint, the Virgin of Guadalupe, 
had declared that the story of 
lhc Virgin’s appearance before 
an Indian peasant in 1531 was 
just that—a story, u myth, "a 
symbol,’' he said. It wasn’t a 
historical evenL 

The backlash was immedi¬ 
ate. The offending abbot, Msgr. 
Guillermo Schulenburg Prado. 
80, was. denounced by a chorus 
of Mexican bishops, who called 
for his resignation and a Vati¬ 
can inquiry. Some suggested he 
was senile. 

The faithful, who visit the 
shrine in Mexico City by the 
millions each year to seek 
favors from "the mother of all 
Mexicans,” many crawling the 
last 100 yards on their knees, 
were not forgiving either. 

By Wendy S. Ross 

Washington—A group of 
Washington area artists, with 
the help of a private associa¬ 
tion that promotes in the 
United States the work of the 
United Nations High Commis¬ 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
is sponsoring a moving show 
of refugee an on display here 
through June 1. 

The show, entitled "Reflec¬ 
tive Images." features more 
than 50 works by anists from 
countries that have been tom 
by war. Among the works are 
17 original etchings titled as a 
group “Sarajevo ‘92.” The 
etchings were done by faculty 
members and graduate students 
at the Academy of Fine Arts at 
tile University of Sarajevo the 
first summer that city was 
under siege from Serb militia 
forces. 

‘The artists represent all the 
major ethnic groups in Bos¬ 
nia." said Aida Musanovic. one 
of the exhibitors. She escaped 
from Sarajevo in November 
1993, and. now lives in the 
United Slates. 

‘This show represents our 
individuql and collective reac¬ 
tion to the horrors of war. It's 
v ety important that this idea 
arose in Sarajevo” with artists 
of different ethnic backgrounds 
working together, she said. 

"We did it. spontaneously. It 
was a way to stay sane in a sit¬ 
uation when you didn't know if 
you would he killed ip this 
minute or the nexL We were 
outraged by this terrible 
1 aggression and we wanted our 
message to get out," she said. 

A separate collection of 25 
Jinocut black and white prints 
by Musanovic depicting life in 
Sarajevo during the war also is 
°n display.. They are illustra- 
tions for a book of fiction, A 
Sarajevo Ghost Story, by 


“The only tiling left for 
(Schulenburg) to say is, ’Good¬ 
bye,*” said Francisco Garda, 
73. who visited the basilica 
Tuesday. 

“He’s crazy," said Cesar 
Gomez, 25, one of the vendors 
who peddle religious parapher¬ 
nalia—including Virgin key 
chains and Virgin beach towels 
•‘’—outside the church complex. 
. "Who else would say some¬ 
thing like that?” 

The outraged reaction illus¬ 
trates the unusually high 
esteem reserved for the dark- 
skinned Virgin of Guadalupe 
and the deep faith of Mexico’s 
85 million Roman Catholics, 
who make up about 90 percent 
of the country's population. 
' The appearance of the brown¬ 
skinned Virgin to Indian peas¬ 
ant Juan Diego 465 years ago, 
and the Catholic Church’s rec¬ 
ognition of the event, played a 
critical role in the conversion 
of Mexican Indians to Chris¬ 
tianity and in fusing the coun¬ 
try’s indigenous Mayan and 
Aztec cultures with the Euro- 
Christian culture imported by 
the Spanish conquistadors. 

When the Rev. Miguel 
Hidalgo y Costilla initiated 
Mexico’s war for independence 
from Spain in 1810, he cried. 
“Long live the Virgin of Gua¬ 
dalupe and down with bad gov¬ 


ernment!” Hex picture became 
the rallying banner for the revo¬ 
lution.. In a poll published this 
week in the newspaper 
Reforma, 78 percent of the 
Catholics surveyed said they 
had an image of the Virgin in 
their homes. 

The United States has no 
equivalent social or cultural 
Icon, even though the Vatican 
declared Our Lady of Guada¬ 
lupe to be the patroness of both 
North and South America in 
1945. But a pronouncement as 
shocking as the abbot's would 
require Chief Justice William 
H.. Rehnqidst, for example, to 
declare that the authors of the 
Declaration of Independence 
never existed and had been 
concocted simply as a means of 
explaining the foundation of 
democracy in America. 

Schulenburg, abbot of the 
basilica for 33 years, has 
denied questioning Juan 
Diego's existence and the 
appearance before him of the 
Virgin. In a statement released 
by his office on Monday, Schu¬ 
lenburg said the comments 
attributed to him were “abso¬ 
lutely false,” adding: “It is a 
pity that there exist malevolent 
minds that provoke this type of 
confused campaign." 

The controversy began after 
Schulenburg was quoted Sun¬ 


day in the Italian magazine 30 
Giomi as having said that Juan 
Diego “is a symbol, not a real¬ 
ity.” He was also quoted saying 
that the beatification of Juan 
Diego by Pope John Paul II in 
1990 did not confirm the man’s 
existence, but was done in rec¬ 
ognition of the cult that had 
grown up around him. Beatifi¬ 
cation is a preliminary classifi¬ 
cation of a candidate for 
sainthood. 

The sLory in 30 Giomi was 
apparently based on an inter¬ 
view Schulenburg gave last 
year to a regional Mexican 
magazine called Ixius, raising 
the question of why Mexican 
Church authorities are only 
now making an issue of it. 

Church observers here said it 
is possible that Schulenburg. 
who drives a Mercedes and is 
not a favorite of Mexico City 
Archbishop Norberto Rivera, 
could be the target of internal 
church politics. One observer 
suggested that Schulenburg’s 
opponents were doing "a 
hatchet job” on him because he 
favors splitting Mexico City's 
huge archdiocese into two 
parts, with his cathedral at the 
center of one part Rivera 
opposes the division. 

So revered is the Virgin of 
Guadalupe here that every 
school child knows the story of 


her appeorence to the humble 
Indian woodcutter as he was 
walking on a hillside north of 
Mexico City and of how she 
told him of her wish that a 
church be built in her honor on 
the site. 

Juan Diego wenc to the local 
bishop and told him of the com¬ 
mand, the story continues, but 
the bishop ^id pot believe him. 
The Virgin appeared-to Juan 
• Diego again at the same site 
and ordered him to gather 
roses, wrap them in his cloak 
and lake them to the bishop. 
Diego did so. and when he 
opened his cloak to present the 
flowers, witnesses saw instead 
that the cloak miraculously had 
been imprinted with a picture 
of the Virgin. The bishop rec¬ 
ognized rhe miracle and 
ordered the construction of the 
first basilica. 

Today, the cloak, bearing a 
distinct image of the Virgin, is 
suspended above the altar of a 
basilica that accommodates 
20,000 worshipers, built in 
1976 adjacent to the old struc¬ 
ture. Below the cloak—which 
is exhibited in a display case 
that is monitored by elaborate 
security and humidity systems 
—four "moving sidewalks” cir¬ 
culate the faithful back and 
forth. ■ 


Refugee art work portrays 
reality of life in war zones 


ISTANBUL. Turkey—I am pleased to inau¬ 
gurate the United Nations Conference on Hu¬ 
man Settlements, HABITAT II. 

Indeed, we have come, from every conti¬ 
nent, representing major capitals, and provin¬ 
cial towns, megalopolis and small urban 
neighborhoods, to Istanbul, to the city par ex¬ 
cellence. 

The preparatory committee and the delega¬ 
tions of member states have worked long 
months to make this conference a success. 
There are still some disagreements, but this 
is a healthy sign of the importance of the is¬ 
sue of human settlements. 

We should all be conscious today that the 
decisions taken here in Istanbul will be of 
relevance not only for the world of today, but 
for the world in which our children must live 
and prosper. 

This vision of development was in sharp 
contrast to the understanding of development 
as a " 2 ero-sum game." where the gains of 
one economy necessarily meant the loss of 
others. A cooperative vision of development 
stems from the basic premise that there can 
be no isolation, that, in a rapidly globalizing 
world, we all have a stake in the manage¬ 
ment of growth and development 

But your presence here today is far more 
than just the continuation of a pattern set 
with the Earth Summit in 1992. Each Confer¬ 
ence has its specificity, its own qualities that 
distinguish it from all the others. In the case 
of HABITAT II, you have gone farther than 
other Conferences in recognizing the univer¬ 
sality of the issue of human settlements. 

Broad-based national committees have 
completed more than 120 national plans of 
action identifying national priorities for the 
sustainable development and growth of hu¬ 
man settlements. Local authorities, on which 
the implementation of HABTAT II will de¬ 
pend. have joined non-governmental organi¬ 


zations as full partners of this Conferences of 
the United Nations. Even more, we shall 
have them private sector, as a dynamic en¬ 
gine of growth, represented in every aspect- of 
HABITAT II. 

At this Conference, therefore, delegates of 
Member States hold out their hand to the rep¬ 
resentatives of non-state actors. Together, 
state and non-state, you ure all delegates of 
the peoples of this earth, and custodians for 
its future generations. Together, you will be 
successful in the construction of a new world. 
Together, you are driving force of develop¬ 
ment, and the hope.of our children. 

More importantly, the Best Practices dem¬ 
onstrate the capacity of human beings to rise 
to the challenge of difficult situations, to har¬ 
ness the resources and the inventiveness to 
repair and renew our societies. 

The purpose of HABITAT II. then, is 10 re¬ 
spond to this common challenge. This is re¬ 
flected in the themes of the Conference sus¬ 
tainable human settlements development in 
an urbanizing world, and shelter far all. 
Without viable human settlements and cities 
and towns, our future prosperity is in doubt. 
With more than one billion people in the 
world around the world without secure and 
affordable housing, there can be no stable 
family life nor stable communities. 

Our collective response will be the HABI¬ 
TAT AGENDA — a global plan of action 
that embodies our vision of human settle¬ 
ments for cities, towns and villages that are 
viable, safe, prosperous, healthy and equita¬ 
ble. This is our vision of the common future, 
this must be the Spirit of Istanbul. B 

This is an excerpted speech given by UN 
General Secretary'? Boutros Boutros-Ghali' 
at the inaugural session of the United Na¬ 
tions Conference on Human Settlement 
that opened in Istanbul on 3 June. It con¬ 
tinues till 14 June. 


American writer Stewart von 
Allmen, 10 be published soon. 

Art “is an excellent way to 
transmit'political reality and to 
get people personally 
involved," in countering 
aggression and intolerance and 
discrimination, Musanovic 

said. She emphasized that art’s 
"overall message is one of 
hope, freedom and tolerance." 
Also dispbyed are five water- 
colors on silk and rice paper by 
Nguyen Cao Nguyen, an artist 
who fled Vietnam in 1975. He 
is now an established Washing¬ 
ton artist with his own gallery, 
but his work of idyllic tradi¬ 
tional and abstract scenes evoc¬ 
ative of Vietnam shows he has 
not forgotten his roots. Central 
to the show is a series of sculp¬ 
tures by little-known Maine 
artist Virginia Brun. For the 
past several years, working 
alone in her small studio, she 
has been sculpting in plaster a 
series of bas-reliefs that depict 
small, forlorn human forms 
huddled together in terror, 

Brun said she first got the 
idea for this series on the 
world's refugees when she saw 
televised reports on Kurds 
being forced out of Iraq in 
1990, "It just suddenly 
occurred to me,” she said, "that 
I am just like them. I have all 
the comfons that they were 
used to,,..And 1 think that^s 
what got me thinking about it.” 

Last summer an art gallery 
in Rockland, near Bran’s 
home, displayed the refugee 


series and Amelia 
RosenthaL a 
Washington artist 
who spends her 
summers in 

Maine, saw the 
show. She was so 
moved by Bran's 
work that she felt 
it should be shown 
more widely. 

When Rosenthal 
returned home she 
called the United 
Nations for assis¬ 
tance. They put 
her in touch with 
the United States 
Association for the 
United Nations 
High Commis¬ 
sioner for Refu¬ 
gees (USA for 
UNHCR), a pri¬ 
vate non-profit 
association with 3,000 mem¬ 
bers nationwide that works to 
help publicize in the United 
States the plight of the millions 
of refugees worldwide forced 
to flee their homes due to eth- 
• nic strife, religious hatred or 
political persecution. 

Rosenthal and USA for 
UNHCR began collaborating 
to bring together art work by 
refugees themselves—artists 
who had lived the horrors 
Bran's work depicted. "Every¬ 
thing just fell together, it was 
incredible, and had a spiritual 
dimension,” said Dora Plavetic 
who is public awareness coor¬ 
dinator for USA for UNHCR. 
Plavetic said her office, “realiz- 



Data from study of gifted 
children may upset parents 


ing that an is a very powerful 
tool” to make people aware of 
what goes on in conflict zones, 
had already been planning 10 
do a show of refugee an. But 
the show in Washington would 
not have come together without 
the push from Rosenthal, she 
said. 

Rosenthal, a member of a 
metropolitan cooperative of 
artists, used her contacts to find* 
a suitable venue for the Wash¬ 
ington show. She and other 
artists in the cooperative were 
able to persuade the corporate 
owner of the building to donate 
a room across from their Town 
Center Gallery. 


At the show'*, opening, Mr 
Anne Willem Bijleveld, the 
UNHCR representative to the 
United States, spoke of the role 
artists have in portraying to the 
public the reality of what is 
occurring, something he said 
politicians often arc unable to 
do. 

An expanded version of the 
show, to include works by 
Cuban and Haitian artists, as 
well as by anists from oLher 
parts of Latin America, will be 
on display for a month—from 
8 November until 7 December 
—at the South Florida Art Cen¬ 
ter in Miami Beach. ■ 

USIA 


By Mary Jo Kochakian 

LA Tinics-Washington Post News Service 

PSYCHOLOGIST ELLEN Winner knows 
intimately the children every parent would tike 
to have— the gifted. 

But her study of them and conclusions are 
likely to upset many parents whose children 
have been classified as such. 

When parents let on to others, “my kid’s 
gifted." it usually means the child has scored 
125 or 130 on an IQ test, she says. These kids 
are bright, but only “moderately gifted,” says 
Winner, a professor of psychology at Boston 
College and author of Gifted Children: Myths 
and Realities (Basic Books. S28). 

Typical enrichment programs for gifted 
children, she says, "are so minimal as to be 
practically useless.” She argues that these lim¬ 
ited resources go only to the extremely gifted, 
and that schools raise standards for all other 
children. 

Winner defines as gifted children who have 
three atypical characteristics: They are preco¬ 
cious, beginning to master a domain—such as 
language, math, music, art or athletics—at an 
age way ahead of schedule. They march to 
their own drummer; “They need minimum 
help or scaffolding from adults in order to 
master their domain, and much of the time 
they teach themselves”—in fact, they often 
resist it. They have "a rage to master" their 
domain, showing an obsessive interest in iL 

In these ways. Winner says, they are very 
different from average or bright kids who are 
motivated 10 work hard, or are pushed. 

No one knows exactly how many children 
fii this category—estimates are somewhere 
between one in 10,000 children and one in a 
million, she says. "We do know that IQs of 
180 are about one in a million,'’ Winner says, 
and giftedness in art and music “are about as 
extreme." 


Students who are moderate I > gifted receive 
the most attention and advocacy. In the United 
States, at least, no one really knows, what to do 
with the extremely gifted. Their parents are 
often forced to make extreme choices, such os 
teaching them at home, or enrolling their prep- 
ubeseems in college. 

If Americans had higher standards for chil¬ 
dren, the moderately gifted wouldn't need 
enrichment programs, and average kids would 
perform better. Winner says. "Look at any 
Western European country, compared to what 
our children do.” she says—it's not a matter of 
genetics. 

The extremely gifted are “our human capi¬ 
tal.” Winner says. They have needs as great as 
retarded or special education students. ~ 

Winner identifies nine “myths” ubuui chil¬ 
dren fitting her definition of gifted: 

■ They have "a general intellectual power 
that allows them to be gifted 'across the 
board.”' tA combination of academic 
strengths and weaknesses is the rule, not the 
exception.') 

■ Artistically and musically gifted children 
have exceptional IQs. 

■ Children who show exceptional abilities 
in visual arts, music, dance or athletics are 
called "talented,” not gifted. (“There is no jus¬ 
tification for such a distinction." she writes.) 

■ Giftedness is entirely inborn. 

■ Giftedness is a matter of intensive train¬ 
ing at an early age by parents and teachers. 

■ Gifted children are "made" by overzeal- 
ous parents. (If a child is truly gifted, she 
writes, parents should be very involved.) 

■ Gifted children are well-adjusted, popu¬ 
lar and psychologically healthy. (Being so dif¬ 
ferent from other kids, they are often socially 
isolated, and unhappy.) 

■ All children are gifted. 

■ Gifted children become eminent adults. 
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Princess Rahma visits 
ICS, 11 years on 


THE CHILDREN in Junior 3 were thrilled to re¬ 
ceive HRH Princess Rahma, who came to visit 
them in class. The children were researching the 
history of the International Coramuni 
(ICS). 

h<<e ^OMLBpaeaifc^ayiiig'^Sided the ICS 11 years 
ago, told the children what the school was Like 
when she attended it, who her teachers were, who 
her friends were and what she liked best about the 
ICS. 

The children learnt that ICS has grown consider¬ 
ably, but in fact not much else has really changed. 
The Princess said that when the school moved to 
Khalda. they thought it was out in the countryside! 
Amman has stretched too! 

Princess Rahma Chen attended a special assem 


■ bly when children of all ages demonstrated their 
gymnastic skills. The Princess sponsors gymnastic 
activities in the school, and she was very im¬ 
pressed with the show. She was in the gymnastics 
team when she attended the ICS.B.. - 


Celtic quartet, very hot 


By Eyad Amman 

Special to The Star 


A mman is hot this summer, with 
the Arab-Euro-Jazz festival com¬ 
ing, the British Week and the 
Japanese Week. The tempera¬ 
tures reached highest last Saturday and 
Sunday as the Battlefield Band per¬ 
formed at the Philadelphia hotel. Pre¬ 
sented by the National Music Conserva¬ 
tory and the British Council, the Scottish 
group gave Jordanians and UK expatri¬ 
ates a taste of Celtic music. 

The music is becoming more popular, 
especially after Ireland won the Eurovi¬ 
sion song contest Better described as 
Scottish and Irish folk, it is very close to 
old Country music of the American 
West. 

The Battlefield Band combines old 
and new Celtic music, fusing traditional 
and folklore with modem Celtic (spelled 
qeltik ) music played on keyboards and 
digital percussion. 

Celtic pieces are usually made up of 
more than one opus that are written sep¬ 
arately and for different instruments. The 
band members which included Ian Mac¬ 
Donald and John McCusker changed 
their instruments frequently during the 
performances. 

The Battlefield Band played with inge¬ 
nuity, dexterity and spirit. The band was 
formed 26 years ago. The line-up has 
changed several times with new mem¬ 
bers bringing in new ideas. The result is 
a multi-talented group. The show's pro¬ 
gram describes them "angry, joyful, rau¬ 
cous. contemplative", and their music 
"accessible to all.” 

The two older members, Alan Reid 
(keyboards and vocals) and Alistair 



John McCusker and Ian Macdonald (right) 


Russell (guitar and vocals), showed 
experience. Reid engineered a Celtic/ 
Reggae fusion piece, which they played 
last. A longer piece, very energetic and 
hyper, the band performed it again as 
they returned to the stage because of the 
continuous beating on the table, by the 
audience. Russell sang a solo without 
instruments, a funny piece of vocalism 


about an Irish dam worker 
in Scotland. 

The band’s youngest 
member John McCusker. 
only 23 years old. is a 
musical genius. An excel¬ 
lent fiddler and a super cit¬ 
tern (an egg-plant shaped 
guitar) player, he writes a 
lot of the music for the 
band. With a solo album, 
the young musician trans¬ 
formed his abilities from 
Irish/classical music to Cel¬ 
tic after seeing a Battlefield 
Band concert. He later 
became a leading member. 

MacDonald (bagpipes, 
flute, whistle and bodhran) 
is also excellent. His com¬ 
mand of the bagpipes, 
which is more like an 
understanding between him 
and die instrument, was 
spiritual—even angelic. He 
also performed a solo on 
the bodhran (a pan drum) 
with dazzling empathy. 

The NMC proved itself 
as the connoisseurs of 
world music. Their shows 
are varied and their reach is 
beyond the conventional. 
On Friday 7 June, the con¬ 


servatory in cooperation with the Ger¬ 
man Embassy, the Goethe Institute and 
the Ministry of Tourism are presenting 
the First German Harp Ensemble (12 
Harps, violin and cello) at the 
Ummayyad Palace. Amman Citadel. It 
will perform pieces by Paganini, 
TschaikovskJ. Bach and John Lennon. 


Painting Rafik’s way 


By Eyad Amman 

Special to The Star 


A n exhibition of 19 
t-A paintings by the young 
■ Jordanian/Lebanese 
rtist Rafik Majzoub 
pened Monday, 3 June, at 
le French Cultural Center, 
lostly figurative and portrai- 
jrc. the acrylic on brown 
aper paintings have very at- 
ractive compositions. 

Rafik likes to draw people, 
because they’re interesting," 
e told The Star. He gives 
tumorous names to his paint- 
□gs that are usually written 
n the works themselves, 
rfarwan and the Situation is 
tbout a friend who can never 
inish a painting “because 
ic’s always pondering about 
iow to Finish it and what to 
idd to it. Sometimes he de¬ 


troys a painting that was 
eautiful." 



He uses a lot of writing in 
his work. ‘The writing is a 
major part of the painting.. 
Sometimes it's bigger than 
the drawing itself." He had 
been criticized by other art¬ 
ists for his use'of writing and 
humor. “I don’t care. I like 
words that sound good or 
sound funny. I like words 
with questions especially 
where and why." 

With six group exhibitions 
and two solos (the latest one 
in Lebanon called Shuraba — 
soup.) Rafik likes a calcu¬ 
lated mess. His favorire artist 
is Jean-Michelle Basqia for 
his strong works and “neat'’ 
mess. “Many people (eli me 
that I’m very much like Bas¬ 
qia and I'm proud of it." 

“I like to see ripples and 
bends.” he said referring to 
the figures and objects in his 
paintings. It’s more of a form 
of an instability that reflects 


itself from the 
subject portrait. 
Come here is 
about some¬ 
body making a 
pass at some 
one else. The 
image doesn't 
tell much about 
the reaction of 
the latter but 
the whole scene 
has lost its 
stability. 

Rafik doesn’t 
copy or imitate. 
He likes to dis¬ 
tort faces and 
people because 
“that’s the way 
I see people 
and that’s what 
comes out with 
me." He 

doesn't prefer 
other things told 
work such as 



Rafiq 



'£• The Amman Marriott Hotel . 
~~ ‘corned - Mr Martyn Standen, 
new general manager. He 
Mr Richard'Lyon, who 
.|tww becomes General -Manager- 

£of the Budapest Minriott in 
^Hungary- Mr Standen - brings 
Twith him a vast experience in the 
i -hospltality having Worked ; in 
- London and the Virgin Islands.. .' 

He held different positions in 
.vibe, field of fbod aiBl beTeraM- 
' Slaving worked in. the Riyadh 1 : 
^Marriott Hotel and the;- 
; Marriott - Hotel Hong Kong 





about his 
“a revolt 
against the standards of our 
living, especially in 
Lebanon." 

But there is some protest 
in his works. One of the 
paintings is of a female nude 
with “hoping to see you a 
bride” written next to it. It is 
a common phrase in Arabic 
to tell young women, as if 
they were bom to be married. 
A lot of such comments are 
in bis works. He also likes to 
draw the man/woman in the 
street. One of the amaziDg 
works is of an old woman 
selling chewing gum in the 
street, and another of an old 
man walking depending on a 
stick. 


The height of Rafik’s work 
in Figures is in his self- 
portrait, a painting that con¬ 
centrates on the figure leav¬ 
ing it without a backdrop -or 
a background. Very deli¬ 
cately skewed, it stands out 
of the surface of the paint¬ 
ing. It also shows the. impul¬ 
siveness of Rafik's works. 
Some of his other figures 
portray ugliness. “Ugliness is 
beautiful. Just because it's so 
ugly it becomes beautiful—a 
very ugly painting, figure or 
color is a beautiful one.” 

Rafik doesn’t subscribe to 
any school of art, certainly 
not the one that claims that 
ugliness is a sign of macho 
superiority. The exhibition is 
on till June 27. ■ 


Amman witnesses a Japanese 
cultural extravaganza 


r he Japan week which 
will start this Satur¬ 
day in Amman is 
ewed as one of the unpar- 
lelcd events to be held in 
rdan. The event will con- 
lue till the end of June and 
dudes comprehensive cul- 
ral and intellectual activi- 
ss. It is an assertion of the 
siinctive relations between 
rdan and Japan marked by 
intinuous cooperation in 
irious economic and cultu- 
I Fields. 

The event which will be 
:ld under the patronage of 
RH Crown Prince Prince 
assan and HIH Prince 
ilcamado is an indication 
the strong relationship be- 
-een the two royal families. 
Japanese art exhibition is 


her 

from 


held on Satur¬ 
day at 11:15 
pm at the Royal 
Cultural Center 
(RCC). It will 
consist of a num- 
of works 
leading 
Japanese art¬ 
ists. There are 
also traditional 
costumes. 

Dolls, Litho¬ 
graphs, callig¬ 
raphy. porcelain, 
flower arrangement and 
paper folding demon¬ 
stration. These works 
will continue on display till 
the end of the program. Jor¬ 
dan Television will conclude 
the first day by a broadcasting 
of Japanese T.V programs and 




the second day 
will be seminars 
and sport shows. 
A Judo demon-' 
stration will 
take place at A1 Husse¬ 
in Sport City at 9:30 

pm. Other activities in¬ 
clude a KimooO fashion 
show at the InterContinen¬ 
tal Hotel. 

On Monday there is 
a seminar on women 
status in both countries 
the RCC. There will 
a puppet and. magic 
show for children. 

The Japanese movie shows 
are held between the 13-17 
June. Some of these films in- 
The Glass Cape (13 
Thp YamashUo Story 


dude 

June), 


(June 14) and Thousand 
Cranes (16 June). All Films 
are to be shown at the RCC. 

A theatre performance is 
taking place between 21-22 
June at the South Theater in 
Jerash. The play titled. “Mea- 
dea” will be performed by the 
Ninagawa Dramatic Company 
at the end of the Japanese 
Week. 

The festival will be conclud¬ 
ed with a performance of tradi¬ 
tional Japanese misic. This is to 
take place in the H assan Audi¬ 
torium of the University of Jor¬ 
dan between-28-29 Jure. 

Everybody is recommended 
to attend this great event as its 
activities combine both tradi¬ 
tional arid modem, aspects of 
Japanese culture. ■ 


Happy Childhood’ at the 
Inter. Con 



O n the 50th anniversary of the establishment of 
Intercontinental Hotel and the 30th anniversary of the 
establishment of- Ad Dustour daily newspaper, a children 
exhibition was opened in the Inter.Con last week. The 
exhibition which was under the patronage of HRH Princess 
Wijdan Ali was titled “Happy Childhood". 

It included paintings from 150 children who came from 
different governorates of the Kingdom and whose ages ranged 
from 6 to 14. The main subject of the paintings revolved 
around child rights. These include freedom of expression, 
protection from torture and maltreatment and the enjoyment of 
a good living standard. Muhammad Said from Itf>id, received 
the first award, Rima Hamasha from A1 Hashmi AJ ShamaJi. 
and Ghazaleh Arar from Al Baq’a. were the runners up. 

Mr Waddah Abu Al Ghanam, sales manager of the 
Inter.Con. said this is not the First time the hotel encourages 
children's activities and it will not be the lasL Talented children 
must receive full support from all private and public 
institutions, he added. ■ ... 


JTE receives award for 
outstanding service 


T he General Manag¬ 
er of Jordan's 
Technical EsL, 
(JTE), Mr Kfaaia Al 
Khalflj, received a shield 
from the US-based FBU. 
Burglary and Insurance 
Company. This award, 
given at the third annual 
International Distributor 
Conference held in Birm¬ 
ingham England, is in ap¬ 
preciation of JTE’s out¬ 
standing service. The JTE 
is a distributor for the 
FBU, in Jordan A 



First Leksell Gamma 
Knife in the Middle East 


A s the Amman Gamma Knife Center at Ibn Al Haylham 
hospital starts operations, the Internationa! Company for 
Medical Investments. Ibn Al Haythan Hospital, and the 
Swedish Medical Company Elckla Investment are holding a one- 
day medical seminar on Saturday. 8 June. 

Professor Massimo Gerosa from the Verona Gamma Knife 
Center and Professor TiU Ratio and Physicist Dr Jurgen Arndt 
are giving lectures on the issue. Professor Rahn and Dr Arndt 
both will support the treatments at the Amman Gamma Knife Cen¬ 
ter which started on 2 June. 

With the support of Elekta Investment, the Jordanian medical 
team has already received adequate training. The team, repre¬ 
sented by Dr Mohamad Samaha and Dr Ibrahim Sbeih will talk 
about their experience during the seminar. 

More than 80 Gamma Knives ore sold worldwide primarily to 
prestigious hospitals and university clinics in Europe, North- 
America. Japan and China. The Amman center is (he first of its 
kind in the Middle East. U not only gives Jordan's hospitals the 
chance to be recognized worldwide but offers a new type of treat¬ 
ment for the benefit of patients from the area. 

Leksell Gamma Knife has been developed by Elekta Instrument 
to perform non invasive brain surgery. This way (mates disorders 
such as tumors and vascular malformations using 201 beams of 
Cobalt 60 without opening the skull. This highly innovative tool 
has so far treated 40,000 oatients worldwide enabling surgeons to 
penetrate targets deep into the brain, m 


OYTRHEARD AT TURINO.. 


The Great New Menu??? 


The feature editor of this column has learned that Tliri DO is ^ 
has overhauled its menu to what it calls the Great-New MenufcH 
ofTuruwT 


It is simply a menu set out In a new style by adding a ft 

dtcuBAr, splashes 


ply a me 

Oriental dishes,' new flavours apdtoflB&r splashes of 
gastronomy Bair. The menu is called 'crest' because of its 
expected, production in style and colour of material that win 
proMtilytnakc it one of the most unusual menu formats. 



FOR THE^yiSlTOR TO JORDAN. TORINO 
RESTAURANTS TUCKED AROUND; THE MAIN 
SQUAWrOFS’ 

OF 61 


SWEIFEYEH ON THE SOUTHERN SIDE 
67H CIRCLE. 


As a reader of this column of "The. Std^requeat a bottle; br t 
u are a group'd! four: Ton’ll • 


at least a glass, of wine K you_ „-— r , _ 

dtfinttdy get away with Itrnd,matter how small your meal!! y 

The Torino Restaiiranl has now bvcome Cftmous for It’s? 
Sta ling F Ulet and Exotic Sauces. THE NEW ADDITION ■ 
IS THE SAUTEED CHICKEN ON THE^SKEWF.ft 
SERVED WITH ORIENTAL RICE ANDFRESH HERBS. 


TURINO guarantees that the 1 chef uses the highest quality 
ingredients absolutely for all menu items. 

The important point to mention here is UitL aU-uiclusivc 
nrjca&or bar guests this Summer. 




guests 

PASTACARNWaI 


jd 

All include iaxes and service 


3 ? 


Call Torino for reservation on 863944 extri 3ETou might; l 
■ even geUVee transport If you ared largo ? 

fry Turtnc . Poxo H It really is w.Orth f'] 

- N— 
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Exhibitions 

■ The works of Rafic maj¬ 
zoub, at The French Cultural 
Center, continues till 27 June 

■ An exhibition entitled From 
Picasso- to our Present Days 
from the collection of Masco 
dd Grabado Espofiol Contem- 
poraneo-Marbella at Daratal 
Fomin. ends today 6 June. 

■ The recent works of the 
artist Ayyad al Nimer at Da- 
rat al Fumm, continues til 12 
June. 


Theater 

■ A play entitled La Canta- 
trice Chauve at the French 
Cultural Center) Sunday 9 
June at 8 pm. - 


Jazz Festival 

■ Performances will take 
place at the Roman Amphi¬ 
theater in Amman at 9:30 


pm 


Films 

■ L'accompagnairicc, at The 
French Cultural Center, 
“onday 10 June at 8 pm. 


—Faculty X.Saturday 8 June 
—Duo Radici, Sunday 9 June 
—Teta Monioliu, Monday 10 
June 

—Rabih Abou Khali L, Tues¬ 
day 11 June 
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Demand for information in Argentina explodes 

Media caught 
between cash 
and credibility 
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Official line derailed by shelling 




Even on a short leash, 
media savages Israeli state 



on them 


hamm* 3 *" 


- 'll 



By Osama El-Sherif 

en Israeli artillery bom¬ 
barded a UN shelter in the 
Southern Lebanese town of 
Qana, killing over 100 women 
and children, the international 
media described the massacre 
as a public relations nightmare for Is¬ 
rael. But worse than that, Israel’s 
Grapes of Wrath operation, aimed at 
neutralizing Hezbollah bases in 
Lebanon, was a serious set-back 
for Arab leaders who had struck 
peace pacts ending decades of 
war with the Jewish state. 

V While the guns rumbled in 
the south, Arabs everywhere saw sick¬ 
ening scenes of brutalized bodies of 
Lebanese Chilians who fell victims to Is- 
oePs indiscriminate shelling. A few sec¬ 
onds after the UN shelter was hit, unedit¬ 
ed-footage of the carnage was seen by 
millions everywhere. While Israel ap¬ 
peared to have die military upper hand, 
tdearly was losing the media war. 

- £ Israel’s wholesale shelling of southern 
Lebanon, lastingjust about three weeks, 
Jdhhyer 150 dead, — 
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mostly civilians, 

^[e about 400,000 
Lebanese homeless 
and leveled dozens 
of villages. Jordan- 
Egyprian, Mo- 
njccan and Gulf 
Tfwspapers lashed 
atthe ‘‘Zionist state,” 

.ttguihg..'.that its 
Racist and barbaric 7 ’ 
no dif- 
fetat ih- fee era of 
Offiah they were 
■decades of 
^animosity, 
the'official me- 
^r-mainly state- 
television sta- 

wns and radios—could not ignore the 
®°ody events. 

-■ When an American-brokered truce 

theguns,all that was left was the 

and-Israel rhetoric by Arab writers 
opposition leaders. The peace 
> it appeared, had been shot 
by Israeli g»ms and the xnedia blitz. 

The same newspapers and maga- 
that had praised the peace 
j^cess. and the separate agreements 
^Jordan and the Palestinians had 


The Lebanon fiasco has freed 
the bands of the anti-Israel 
writers after years of losing 


aftermath of the Gulf War. 
Strangely, it is hi the 
Palestinian territories that 
talk of cooperate with 
Israel still finds sympathy 



struck with Israel, were now retrenched 
behind old defensive lines. Israel once 
again became a pariah in a region used 
to instability and acrimony. Israel’s 
prime minister, Shimon Peres, was de¬ 
monized by columnists and cartoonist 
all over the Arab world. Only a few 
months ago his pictures were splashed 
all over front pages as he played host to 
King Hussein, accepted a precious gift 
from the sultan of Oman and sat at an 
Amman coffee house smoking 
the water bubble. After his pre¬ 
decessor, Yitzhak Rabin, was 
shot to death by a Jewish zealot, 
Peres appeared to many Arabs 
as the man who would continue the 
march cowards peace and a new Mid¬ 
dle East. For him the dream of ending 
Israel’s regional estrangement was nev¬ 
er closer. His mission was almost com¬ 
plete and, for a short and delicate mo¬ 
ment, he had some Arab newspapers 
on his side. 

But not any more. Although the press 
in most Arab countries still yearns to be 
free, the issue ofmaking peace with Is¬ 
rael continues to be 
the most uniting 
and, ironically, divi¬ 
sive one for the 
Arabs. The widely 
read AlKhaleej dai¬ 
ly of Shaijah in fee 
United Arab Emi¬ 
rates, continues to 
refer to Israel as fee 
“Zionist entity” 
and only uses fee 
word Israel be¬ 
tween parenthesis. 
For fee overwhelm¬ 
ing majority of 
Arab newspapers, 
stories originating 
from Jerusalem are 
always datelined 
“Occupied Jerusalem "and many Arab 
editors prefer to call Tel Aviv the capi¬ 
tal of Israel. 

Even in Jordan where the daily 
press, aptly described as pro-govern¬ 
ment, adopts the official pro-peace pol¬ 
icy in its editorials, the opinion page 
liberally runs all sorts of anti-Israel 
rhetoric. The government does not 
hide its disapproval of stories, mostly 
sensational, that are run by the weekly 
press which portray Israel, wife whom 


Jordan had signed a comprehensive 
peace treaty two years ago, as an evil en¬ 
tity set to destroy fee economy, corrupt 
fee youth and buy up land to subjugate 
Jordan. And like in other parts of fee 
world, fee masses respond to these sto¬ 


nes. 


to liis peace deal with Israel. And al¬ 
though this had dented Arafat’s popu¬ 
larity among his people, fee Palestinian 
press, which has thrived in recent 
months, is still supporting his goal of 
negotiating a final deal wife the Israelis. 

In late April fee Palestine National 
CounciI,w'hich is fee 
Pales- 


Recognizing the important role the 
press plays in winning over die masses to 
fee peace camp, the king frequently sum¬ 
mons editors and writers to the royal 
court to brief them, and in some TfOlHR llOTSC OF tOV 

cases to express his displeasure J J ' 

at fee way newspapers deal horse? To observers in Sggi 

with government policies 

especially with regard £0 Europe and the US, the 

peace and normaliza- ^ 1 

aon with Israel, a media in the emerging eco¬ 
nomies of Asia and Latin 


By Rona Cohen 

ast month, when Argentine Presi¬ 
dent Carlos Menem held a news 
conference about free-trade negoti¬ 
ations wife Chile, he lashed out at a 
prominent political commentator. 
I The commentator’s offense? Mak¬ 
ing “poor use” of his freedom of the 
press by televising an interview with an 
alleged guerrilla group feat used fee fo¬ 
rum to make political statements. 

That Menem chose to link 
two unrelated events is a sign 
of fee conflicts emerging be¬ 
tween a government feat has 
pursued privatization and free- 
market reforms and an increasingly pow¬ 
erful media—a product of those re¬ 
forms—which is staking out its role in 
Argentine society. 

Media is now big business in Ar¬ 
gentina, and its fate is tied to Menem’s re¬ 
forms. Those reforms, however, are in¬ 
creasingly under fire from citizens whose 
discontent ata string ofcorruption scan¬ 
dals and an unemployment rate of 16 
percent is fueled by a media that is com¬ 
peting fiercely for readers, viewers and 
listeners. So far, people are choosing to 
believe the media rather than their gov¬ 
ernment. 

Rosen da Fraga, a prominent Argen¬ 
tine political analyst, says that polls con¬ 
ducted by his Center for the New Ma¬ 
jority show that the judicial system is 
held in the lowest esteem by fee public. 
The most respected? The media. 

“There is a crisis,” says Fraga. “An 
erosion in Congress, an erosion in fee 
political parties, an erosion in the judi¬ 
cial system, in the political and institu¬ 
tional system, that has created this phe¬ 
nomenon of the growing social role of 
the media.” 

At fee same time, Menem’s govern¬ 
ment is credited with fostering a free 
press. Ending more than 40 years of state 
control, Menem sold off the state-owned 

radio and television stations. Most of 
them were gpbbled up by the 
print media barons. To¬ 
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The media feat has blossomed under 
Menem has been helped by the Argen¬ 
tine public’s voracious appetite for news. 
Greater Buenos Aires, wife a population 
of 12 million, supports 12 daily newspa¬ 
pers. Argentina is now fee largest cable 
TV market in South America, with two- 
fifths of all subscribers on fee continent, 
even though color television did not ar¬ 
rive until fee 197S World Cup soccer 
tournament. 

Some critics now say feat 
fee media has gone too far in 
occupying fee role left vacant 
by ineffective branches of the 
government. As military lead¬ 
ers convicted of murder during the 
1976-S3 “Dirty War” walk the streets 
freely after fee wave of pardons issued 
following the return to civilian rule, “the 
press has begun to replace justice,” says 
Saig. It is now taking on a role of social 
mediator, something the public thinks 
the courts cannot handle. 

Recently, the government’s response 
has been to lash back. A federal prose¬ 
cutor filed a court complaint in the case 
that sparked Menem’s outburst. The 
prosecutor called the interview—in 
which guerrillas claimed to have killed 
Joigp Beiges, convicted of torture during 
fee Dirty War and subsequently par¬ 
doned—“a justification of the crime.” 
According to the journalist in question, 
“instead of asking for fee tape [of the in¬ 
terview], which could help fee investi¬ 
gation, they derided to investigate me.” 

Nearly half of those surveyed for a 
poll in April said feat they believe fee 
media has shed light on the judicial 
process. Starting in 1994, the media 
has been allowed to film trials—a situ¬ 
ation that allows the viewing public to 
become the jury. The chilling, televised 
confession of a former navy officer who 
helped throw drugged leftists to their 
deaths out of aircraft Qving over the 
ocean triggered a wave ofmea culpas by 
the armed forces and their opponents. 

In another televised murder trial, two 
lawyers were filmed signaling to each 


few months back 
he even issued a 
transparent warn¬ 
ing that unless 
fee press 

changed its ways 
the press law, de¬ 
scribed as one of 
fee most liberal of 
its kind in the 
Middle East, will 
be tightened. 

But the resistance 
by Arab journalists to a 


America often appears to follow 
the official line as if pulled by a 
string. Those setting the official line 
see things differently: no matter 
how cowed the media may appear, 
it carries agendas that can 


warm peace wife Israel is 

not confined to Jordan. In flare up at a moment’s 


Kuwait, which many observers 
were betting that it would become 
the first Gulf country to recognize Is¬ 
rael, fee press, which is privately owned, 
is vehemently against changing fee status 
quo. The Lebanon fiasco has freed fee 
hands offee anti-Israel writers after years 
of losing ground, especially in die after¬ 
math offee GulfWar. Strangely, it is in die 
Palestinian territories that talk of cooper¬ 
ation and collaboration wife Israel still 
finds sympathy. 

The Palestinians know' that while 
fee rest of the Arabs can afford to ig¬ 
nore, or delay accepting, Israel’s over¬ 
tures, the Palestinians obviously can- 
noL A series of bloody suicide attacks 
against Israel in February by die radi¬ 
cal Hamas movement, had triggered a 
complete closure of common borders 
between Israel and fee Palestinian self- 
rule areas. The closure lias savaged die 
Palestinian economy and forced Pales¬ 
tinian leader Yasser Arafat to go into di¬ 
rect confrontation wife those opposed 


notice 


cin 1 a n 

parliament in exile, 
met for the first time in Gaza and voted 
to strike out any mention of fee de¬ 
struction of Israel from its charter. 
Again die Palestinian press chose to 
support Arafat in his bid to bring Israel 
back to die negotiating table. For the 
rest of .die Arabs, die images from 
Lebanon had wiped away any chance 
for a quick psychological reconciliation 
and acceptance of Israel as a good, 
friendly neighbor. 

The media has called Israel’s bluff!, 
leaving Arab leaders wondering what 
to do next.® 



Osama El-Sherif, editor of the 
Amman-based daily newspaper T he 
5/nr, is The World Paper’s associate 

EDITOR FOR THE MIDDLE EaST. 


day three families dominate the media in 
Buenos Aires. 

The largest multimedia organization, 
headed by Ernes tin a Herrera de Noble, 
is the Garin Group. Its revenues, derived 
from newspapers, radio stations and fee 
country’s largest cable television net¬ 
work, exceed US$1 billion a year. The 
Mitre family publishes the daily news¬ 
paper La Nacion, has interests in radio 
and television, and owns Papel Prensa, 
wliich has a near monopoly on 
newsprint supplies in Argentina. 

Rounding out the top three is Amalia 
Lacroze de Fortabat, openly pro-Menem 
and the owner of cement companies, rail¬ 
ways, radio and TV stations and the La 
Prensa newspaper. Fortabat bought La 
Prensa in 1993, after it had been in de¬ 
cline for decades. 


other about whether or not to prosecute 
a witness on perjury charges, leading fee 
three-judge tribunal to suspend all cov¬ 
erage on fee grounds feat reporters were 
“distorting” the facts. After intense pub¬ 
lic pressure, fee provincial supreme 
court reversed fee tribunal’s ruling. 

Despite the media’s policing activi¬ 
ties, it is a business. Its best interests lie 
in fee success of Finance Minister 
Domingo Cavallo’s Convertibility 
Plan—a return to the dreaded hyper-in¬ 
flation of the 1980s would jeopardize 
profits. In Fraga's opinion, “The me¬ 
dia isn’t against an economic plan that 
has enabled it to earn lots of money.”® 


Rona Cohen writes for The Buenos 
Aires Herald , a daily EnGush-lan- 

GUAGE NEWSPAPER. 
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TROJAN HORSE OR TOY HORSE? 


Colonial rules survive independance and stifle news 


Zimbabwe’s rulers li ke the 
sound of their own opinions 


By Josephine Masim ha 

E ach' day, images of Third World 
disaster, pictures of supermodels 
and profiles of power brokers vie 
for the attendon of Zimbabweans 
in stores, street corner racks and 
other media outlets. 

To many Zimbabweans, this 
abundance of choices testifies 
1 to the success of economic and 
polio cal liberalization officially 
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embraced by the government in the 
early 1990s. Amid the growing clamor 
for transparency from millions fed up 
with sanitized information from the of¬ 
ficial media, the independent month¬ 
lies Parade and Horizon (and until re¬ 
cently the weekly Financial Gazette) 
stand out among the 195 registered 
magazines as oases of news with their 
reporting of corruption in high places. 

Horizon claims a readership of 
about 500,000 and Parade about two 
million. With all the minority political 
parties fractured by internal quibbling 
or otherwise discredited, these publi¬ 
cations have arguably become the true 
opposition to the ruling Zimbabwe 
African National Onion Patriotic Front 
(ZANU-PF). 

- “Action has been taken as a result of 
an article we published on medical mal¬ 
practice in Munene (southwestern 
Zimbabwe) district hospital,” recalls 
Mark Chavunduka, Parade's editor. “A 
couple of years back we covered an MP 
(member of parliament) beating up 
people in Chegutu and the police 
opened a docket on him ” 

Chavunduka boasts that production 
has “gone up from 90,000 copies per 
month this time last year to 120,000 
copies now.” But for many here, this ap¬ 
pearance of pluralism barely disguises 
the reality ofa government that maintains 


a stranglehold on the media, stifling free¬ 
dom of expression and bolstering a de 
facto one party state. It’s a far cry from 
the strident powerhouses of the West, or 
even neighboring South Africa. Zim¬ 
babwe’s media remains at best cowed by, 
and at worst a sycophant of, 
ZANU-PF. 

Human rights advocates 
blame the situation on Zimbab¬ 
we’s history, legal framework, cul¬ 


ture and economic set-up. The inde¬ 
pendent white minority regime that 
operated the information ministry as die 
propaganda arm of its securi¬ 
ty apparatus passed on its re¬ 
pressive legislation to the in-’ 
coming black rulers at 
independence in 1980. 

“There’s a history of au¬ 
thoritarianism, there’s never 
been a culture of an analytical 
press. There’s been an au¬ 
thoritarian government in 
power since independence 
that discourages all forms of 
investigative journalism and is 
aggressively intolerant of crit¬ 
icism” explains Andy Moyse, 

Horizon’s editor. 

A former guerrilla move¬ 
ment. ZANU-PF is now under 
fire for capitalizing on—rather 
than scrapping—measures such as the 
Prisons Act, which forbids interviewing 
prisoners, and the Criminal Defamation 
laws, whose wide definition of defama¬ 
tion makes criticism of public officials ex¬ 
tremely risky. 

Examples of journalists who have 
incurred the government’s wrath for 
practices considered standard in neigh¬ 
boring South Africa are numerous. 
The arrest in May 1995 of three exec¬ 
utives from the Financial Gazette is still 


fresh in the minds of many Zimbab¬ 
weans. The three were charged with 
defaming a High Courtjudge and Cab¬ 
inet minister who were alleged by an ar¬ 
ticle in their paper to have witnessed 
the secret wedding ofPresident Robert 
Mugabe to his former secretary Grace 
Marufii. 

Such incidents have perpetuated a 
culture of fear among journalists, as 
Moyse explains. “[Young reporters] 
are reluctant to quiz seniors. If a 24- 
year-old reporter has the guts to ignore 
his culture and challenge a 65-year-old 



chief, the chiefjust dismisses you as so 
much chaff. This is changing now with 
urbanization but it has slowed down 
the development ofjoumalism.” 

The Financial Gazette’s deputy ed¬ 
itor, Nevhanji Madhanire’s agrees, re¬ 
calling a police raid on the paper in ear¬ 
ly February, after it published an article 
claiming that Mugabe demanded in 
vain that his jet land before South 
African President Nelson Mandela’s 
when the two leaders visited Lesotho. 


“The arrests shook us. Imagine how 
the junior reporters felt when they saw 
their bosses being tossed around with 
policemen all over the place searching 
the newsroom,” he says. 

In this climate, die observation by gov¬ 
ernment Director of Information Bom- 
wdlChakaodza that, “media in any coun¬ 
try must freely report upon the exercise 
of power. The main human right in the 
20 th century will be the right to informa¬ 
tion,” seems almost tongue-in-cheek. 

Official hostility to the independent 
press impacts on it in more far-reach¬ 
ing ways. “Paper is very expensive, and 
paper accounts for 60 percent of our 
production costs,” says Moyse. “Ad¬ 
vertisements bring in twice the rev¬ 
enues our sales do, but there’s a very 
small economic base and well-estab¬ 
lished government newspapers take the 
bulk of advertisements. Also, advertis¬ 
ers are very conservative and they don’t 
want to risk losing government con¬ 
tracts by advertising in 
independent papers.” 

The mainstream print 
media is also dominated 
by the government 
through the Mass Media 
Trust, whose subsidiaiy 
Zirapapers owns The 
Herald, the only national 
daily,with a readership of 
114,000, the Chronicle, a 
daily based in Bulawayo, 
and numerous weekly 
papers. 

With their heads be¬ 
holden* to ZANU-PF, 
notes political scientist 
John Makumhe, these 
papers and the informa¬ 
tion they disseminate are “little more than 
megaphones for their master’s voice.” 

Moyse concurs: “This has con¬ 
demned us all to a prolonged struggle 
with ignorance. An informed society 
makes better decisions. [At present we] 
respond only to propaganda instead of 
to die issues at stake.”© 


A ‘Quiet Revolution' unchains free speech 

Taiwan’s media blooms 


By David Ting • 

E arlier this year, as President Lee 
Teng-hui was campaigning for re- 
election through the Pescadores, he 
was confronted by the fruits ofa qui¬ 
et revolution that has swept Taiwan 
in recent years. 

Addressing an army of200journal¬ 
ists, Lee observed that, “A few years ago 
you wouldn’t have come to Taiwan 
even if we’d invited you. Now you are 
swarming here without an invitation.” 

The remark by the 73-year-old- 
president highlights the dramatic 
changes in Taiwan’s media over the 
past decade. In the days before martial 
law was lifted in 1987, foreign 
reporters were reluctant to visit 
Taiwan, a country whose au¬ 
thoritarian rulers regarded no 
news as good news.Thosejour- 
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Josephine Masimba reports for the 
InterPress Service from its bureau 
in Harare, Zimbabwe. 


nalists that did visit the island nation 
found it hard to file worthwhile stories. 

Today, the story is completely differ¬ 
ent. This March, an estimated 600 for¬ 
eign journalists converged on Taiwan to 
cover its first direct presidential election. 
These elections were given added em¬ 
phasis by the war games that China 
staged; these included missile tests that 
came provocatively dose to Taiwan’s 
coastline. 

The “Quiet Revolution” that made 
this election—and the open reporting 
about it—possible started in 1987. With 
the lifting of martial law came an end to 
the 38-year-old ban on independent po¬ 
litical parties and newspapers. They 
sprang up like mushrooms, getting a fur¬ 
ther boost when Lee assumed the presi¬ 
dency after the death of Chiang Ching- 
Kuo in 1988. Never before in China’s 
5,000-year-old history has there been 
such a degree of freedom of speech. 

Lee, who has encouraged this trend, 
has seen first-hand how the media can 
bite the hand that feeds it. During his 
recent campaign, Lee was attacked, 
slandered and maligned in the press by 
his rivals, including one who charged 


David Ting is an editorial writer 
for the Taipei-based newspaper 
The China Post. 
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j International Professional Programs | 

— 2- lo 4-WEEK. 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS! 

DATT1ME 

INTENSIVE 

CBtTIHCATE 

PROGRAMS 

LAW 

■The Ambkan Ugal Stsrm (Juor 15-26) 

MANAGEMENT 

■Management fo< iNTBtNAnoruL Exkuttvh {kkw 1^ 

■ ttilMAN RBOUKCB MANAGBWtT (Oa M-tto* 15) 

■ bnBMMKMALfiMKNG AND FINANCE (Norom4-22) 


CNVUtONMENTM, MANAGEMENT & ENERGY 

■ EnVUONMWTU POUUDON PREVBrnONft CONHOtfOs7-Nxl] 

■OS - Gtoghapmc Information Systems (Nonws4-i5) 
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CUSTOMIZED PROGRAMS 

■ CUSTOM-DGRQND ROGtAMS AVAILAHI Y1AS-KXJND 


KNOWLEDGE - ORFORTUNSTY ■ SUCCESS 
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To Advertise in The WorldPaper 

Contact: Moll)’ YameD Account Executive 
The Woridftper 210 World Trade Center Boston, MA 02210 USA 
Telephone: (617) 439-5400 Fax (617) 439-5415 


Announcing the 1996 RISD Summer Ait Programs. 


Here are Rhode bbnd School of 
Design's 1996 Summer An and 
Design Programs. So sign up. 
We think you! enjoy what we're 
cowing this summer. 


Englsh as a Second Language Program 
Improve* proficiency in Engfoh through 
the study of art 


Summer Studies Program 
For art student, artists and 
art educator more than 
40 visual aits courses far cot- 
lege asdic. 


Summer Institutes in Graphic 

M 


Design and textiles 

Arid new (tofe- 


siondf 


improve easting ones. 


PreCoflcge 
Program 
Intensive art and 
design program for 
Wgft school 
students. 


ROD Summer Travel Study 
Programs 

Architecture and art ii 
Rome, painting and 

poetry in inland 
and fine arts in France. 
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YOU’LL RECEIVE 

THE "WARMEST 

WELCOME 


AT ONE OF THE BEST 

UNIVERSITIES IN THE USA 

NATIONAL 

UNIVERSITY 



National University often you the best combination of 
academic excellence and die American experience on seven 
campuses in picture-perfect, resort-like California. For more 
information, call 1-619-563-7212, fas 14519-563-7393. or 
reach us on the WWW ar hcip^/www.nu.edu 


US. Newt de World Report ranked National University 
as one of Americas best colleges and universities 
NU offers more than 45 Undergraduate and Graduate 
academic degrees 

Year-round admission, classes scut every month 
Bachelors degrees can be completed in 36 months 
and Masters degrees in 12 to 17 months 

Onc-clasw-month format 


National University's English language program 

waives the TOEFL 


Intensive English language program for academic 
or professional development 
Use of the latest technology in the curriculum 
Accredited by Western Association of Schools & Colleges 


Money Mogizine picked National University as one of the 
best collegiate values in the United Sates 


112511 NATIONAL 


UNIVERSITY 


*141 Caminp del PUo South, San Diego. CA 92108 


tadcmic IVnpaep nJoJnip GWnJ Stadio. Iw miw inn a l Suanaa. Fkma. Matcpng. Triaommuniaooni. 
TidmeJo#; Cmpua Spbm, Sdiwafr Enpnccnaf ami rowe Lui* utmoM* fefcfai far Bajtftu 



We make sure that you will 
Manage! 


The Maastricht School of Management announces 
three Executive Programmes: 


- Financial Management 
-Small Entrepreneurship Promotion and 
Industrial Assistance 
-Management of the Environment 


6 September - 12 December 1996 


For informations 


Associate Dean for Executive Programmes 

Maastricht School of Management (MSM) 

P.O. Box 1203 

6201 BC Maastricht 

The Netherlands 

Fax: ++31 43 3618330 



Berkeley 

Summer 

Sessions 


Open enrollment 
Earn Berkeley Credit 
Over 300 courses In So 
academic dbdpUms. 


1996 Summer 
Sessions Calendar 


urfiwrek 5e»ion 
10 Week Session 
8 Week Session 
2nd 6 Week Session 
3 Week Session 


MaysdHHiys 
June io-Augusti6 
|unei9-Augastift 
|uty4MuKusti6 

Ju»y29-Amusri6 


To receive a free catalog cal! 
I- 800 -G 0 T 0 UCB Qn the US), or 
I- 51 O- 642-5611 


Berkeley Summer Sessions 
2a Wheeler Hall #1080 
Bedretay, CA 94720-1080 


hup-//ww*« summrcberkeleyiedu 




Spartan Health 
Sciences University . 
School of Medicine 
in St. Lucia, West Indies 

* Clangs starting Sepu, Jut. ft May 

* 36 Months Undergraduate program 
leading to the Doctor of Medicine 

degree 

* Bachelors degree required 

* W.H.0. Liatcd/Instnictian in English 

For information; US. Office 
6500 Boeing Drive, Suite L-201, 

El Peso, Texas 79925 USA 
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■ NoQi»Ktwoiauoidiittr-hocieitudypropanw 
• Credit &vrwtwi experience 
1 Accelerated Degree program—a degree on be 
earned in leM iKaii nnc year 
1 Partial Khulondrip. Low ndtiBa 

Mail nr fax imnt/C. V.forfr» rvehwtiBn 


WASHINCTONWmnERSnY 
Po*Bor591 EU9087,iJ$A 
Fax: 61051994 H) 


California State 
University 
Los Angeles 



Study Intensive English 
in Southern California 

TOSFL Pieparjiion and Academic 
Couroiiinn 

llwcraly Prepar.ttton and 
'ACCCPrANCE WITH CONOmCW 
Qwfelicn lo Anwicao Cdtuie 
field Trips in Soiirent Ca&frnia 
Alti aligns 

Caiwrancna: and Business EnjLsn 

E*t?llent ESi. irsirmjor 


"It's the Best" -Vumi Goto 
t-2tk tssmal 


—- “wxm » /norm mua 

^K^^oetnaaiiaamgaPnatm 

CMtltawh, stab Ootmtty, UnJhmht 
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New Medical School* 
(American-Type) 

Central America 
Health Sciences University 
Belbe. Central America 

“ 4 year M.p. degree A 

program in English ^ sofcott . 

• W.H.O. Listed ta#ionl0 

• Clerkships Available *=s 
Immediately £* 

- Basic Science Classes 
begin May and Sept. 1 < 

• Transfer students specially welcomed 

• Reasonable Tuition and Living Expenses j 

• Beautiful Country near World resorts 
Cancun and Cozumel 



him with being an ex-communist 
“They are talking through their hats,” 
was Lee’s mild riposte. 

This has not been lost on Freedom 
House, the New York-based watchdog 
on human rights and press freedom. 
For the second year in a row, Taiwan is 
one of the 64 countries rated as free; 65 
were deemed pardy free and 58 “not 
free.” 

Within Taiwan, the media is aggres¬ 
sively establishing itself as a “fourth es¬ 
tate,” relentlessly attacking the failings of 
government and investigating the nag¬ 
ging problem of official corruption. As a 
result, 44 candidates have been indicted 
forbuyingvotesinthe 1995 dec- 
dons. Newspapers have also ex¬ 
posed collaboration between 
government officials and orga¬ 
nized crime in the theft of huge 
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sums from public works projects. 

With this growing power comes 
some abuses. There are already calls for 
responsible journalism and an end to 
the worst abuses of press freedom. 
Also, the government still controls the 
electronic media, and the Quiet Revo¬ 
lution will not be complete until that 
sector is fully privatized. 

In spite of this, Taiwan’s media is ma¬ 
turing rapidly—after all, it has taken the 
country under a decade to shift from an 
authoritarian society to a democracy.® 
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tROSSWO 



first 200 



j for Information: UJ>. office 

1 2415 Monona Ave. 

I S Pass. TX 79903 USA. 

| Tel (9IS) 532-7958 Fax (915) 544-1353 


Economical home study for Bach¬ 
elor’s. Master's, Doctorate, licensed by 
the California State Council for Pri¬ 
vate Postsecondary and Vocational 
Education. Prestigious faculty coun¬ 
sels for independent, individualized, 
at-a-distanee education. Free informa¬ 
tion: Richard Crews, MD. (Harvard), 
President, Columbia Pacific Uni¬ 
versity, Dept. 3G55 1415 Third 
Street, San Rafael, CA 94901. (8001 
552-5522 or (415) 459-1650. 




IMMIGRATION TO CANADA 


ffow fian ftniniBnition Lawyer wffl prepm , 

Vta application and conduct Job serai for 
proopecthro immigrants. Voy raasorabto ! 
Jew. Contact; Leonard Simco<ReLW. 
lass Latrd BtwL, Suita 306, Mount Ftoj*L 

Quebec, Canada H3Pm 

ftuc St <973^0795 - 
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Programs on JTV 
from 8-14 June 


I'MMAN 

HAYAT AMMAN SUITES HOTEL 

Your hvmejiwayfbm home: .. .; ’ ' 

/ «■* .28 Suites furnished luxurious suites. 

^Suitable prices. 

24 hrs. /{ 00 m service • ■' , 

fr International Cuisine. 

' Enjoy the atmosphere of our Coffee shop. 

AT TERRA S (Opening after two weeks) 

Vi.. ..a.:; ;:•' ;■ Ua’a Aiali Tel. 837175 - 837172 . .... .. 1 . 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 
SATURDAY 

3 : 00 —Roland Garros/Ladies’ 
Singles Final & Men's Doubles 
Final 

8:30—Nippon- the Land and 
its People (Japan's Technology) 
8:55 Milner-Fen wick 
9:15 —Prism 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Daily Summary- Ja¬ 
pan Week 

10:35—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

11 : 10 —Feature Film: Heart 
of Darkness, starring, Tim 
Roth and John Malkovich 

SUNDAY 

3 : 00 —The Mask 
3*20—Mac and Mutley 
4:00—Roland Garros/ Men's 
Singles’ Final 

7:00—1996 European Cham¬ 
pionships: 

Germany VS The Czech Republic 
825—The Fresh Prince of 
Bel-Air 

920—Daily Summary - Ja¬ 
pan Week 

920—1996 European Cham¬ 
pionships: 

Denmark VS Portugal 
10:15—News at Ten 
9:30—1996 European Cham¬ 
pionships (2nd HalD 
11 : 20 —Counterstrike 

MONDAY 

3:00—Bonkers 
3:30—Richie Rich 
325—Play about 
4:05—Animals of the Medi¬ 
terranean 

4:35—Bustin Loose 
5:00—French Programs 
6:30—1996 European Cham¬ 
pionships: 


Netherlands VS Scotland 
8:25—Nippon- the Land and 
its People (Japan’s Corporate 
System) 

825—Rock Around the 
World 

9£0—Dally S ummar y - Ja¬ 
pan Week 

920—1996 European Cham¬ 
pionships: 

Romania VS France 
10:15—News at Ten 
10:30—1996 European 
Championships ( 2 nd Half) 
11:20—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

TUESDAY 

3:00—Iris- the Happy Profes¬ 
sor 

3:20—Captain Planet 
3:45— Hot Shots 
4:10—The Bob Morrison 
Show 
425—AIT 

5:00—French Programs 
620—1996 European Cham¬ 
pionships: 

Italy VS Russia 
8:25—Blossom 
8:50—Milner-Fenwick 
9:05—Varieties 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Daily Summary - Ja¬ 
pan Week 

1025—Feature FiIm:TAe 
Face of Fear, starring, Eliza¬ 
beth Ashley and Ricardo Mon- 
labalm 

11:45—My Two Wives 

WEDNESDAY 

3:00—The Flintstones 
3:30—Dinosaurs 
3:55—The New 3 Stooges 
4:00—Bill Nye, the Science 
Guy 

4*20—Kelly 
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Julie Andrews in Victor Victoria, on Thursday at 10:35pm 


5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Evening Shade 
8:00—People Count 
8:25—Chancer 
9:10—Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Daily Summary - Ja¬ 
pan Week 

10:35—The Bold and the 

Beautiful 

11:25—Airwolf 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Double Dragon 

3:30— The New 3 Stooges 

3:35—NBA 

4:35—Pirates 

5:00—French Programs 


pfonships: 

Bulgaria VS Romania 
8:25—Nippon- the Land and 
its People 
9:05—-Varieties 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Daily Summary - Ja¬ 
pan Week 

10:35—Feature Film: Victor 
Victoria, starring, Julie An¬ 
drews and James Gamer 

FRIDAY 

3:00—Iris, the Happy Profes¬ 
sor 

3:20—Pebbles and Bamm- 
Bamm Show 
3:45—Bush School 


4:10—The Crystal Maze 
5:00—French Programs 
6:30—1996 European Cham¬ 
pionships: Turkey VS FbrzugaJ 
8:25—People Count 
9:10— The Wanderer 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Classic Movje:37n? 
Portrait , starring Gregory Peck 
and Luren Bacall 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN^AIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 

5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Que fe meilleur gagne 
6:00—Serie 

Chateau Vallon 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Faut pas rever 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 

5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devam moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Que le meilleur gagne 
6:00—Magazine 

Envoy£ special 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Sports et musique 

LUNDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
Ordy 

5:15—Divertissement 
L’£cole des fans 
•Dick Rivers*• 

6 : 00 —Magazine 
Thai ass a 


7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Dessins animfe 
Ordy 

5:15 —Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Que le meilleur gagne 
6:00—Magazine 

Savoir plus sam£ 

• Psychiatry . desmurs 
a aBattre* 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuala 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Dessins anirnds 
5:30—Serie 

Secret de famille 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

JEUDI 

5:00—Dessau anim£ 

5:30—Varietes 

Le monde est k vous 
•Isabelle Auben» 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Archimede 
8:00—Variates 
Tara tat a 
•Isaac Hayes• 

VENDREDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:30—Film 

•La naissance du jour * 
Un film avec Danielle 
Delorme, Jean Sorel,... 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 


6:30—1996 European Cham- 3:55—See How They Grow 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: The sun’s in Gemini, 
perfect for scholastic activities. More 
good news: Mercury goes direct so 
mistakes won’t be as easy to make. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Make 
up for all the time you’ve wasted. A 
partner helps with a big writing pro¬ 
ject. This could lead to romance, by 
(he way. « 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). 
Mercury goes direct in your sign, 
which means fewer hassles regarding 
money. A big assignment’s more 
work than fun. Push to get it in. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You’re 
fabulous with words — argue your 
position. Dispense information on a 
need-to-know basis. A dear friend 
may finally share a secret Don’t blab 
about that either. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Gear 
up a misunderstanding. You won’t be 
mad once you know the whole story. 
EX> something you and a friend enjoy. 

Leo lJuly 23-Aug. 22). You’ll 
finally understand what a difficult 
person wants. Don’t forget a date, or 
your sweetie will be steamed Your 
true love has a new game to teach 
you. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Your 
luck increases when Mercury goes 
direct. Stuff pertaining to money or 
travel will be easier, so go shopping! 

Libra (SepL 23-Oct. 23). If you 
Ml in Jove with an attractive foreign¬ 
er, watch out. That one may have a 
prior commitment 

Scorpio (Oct- 24-Nov. 21). Don’t 
take a partner too seriously. Wait to 
buy a new gadget — it’s less likely to 
malfunction. Even work should go 
well. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Your friends are the key to your suc¬ 
cess. Make sure they know how 
much you appreciate their help. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
There’s too much work. A friend’s 
mistake makes your life more diffi¬ 
cult information you learn makes it 
easier. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You 
have the advantage — take it Don’t 
argue with the supervisor unless you 
want to take your complaint dear 10 
the CEO.’s office. 

Pisces (Feb. 19 -March 20). Keep 
studying a fmandal problem; you’ll 
figure it out Buy what you need for 
your home or room. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: You're brilliant this 
year. Write your thesis, or the Great 
American novel. Stop pondering and 
get busy. 

e BH6, IVilMM Mcdui Senka 


The greater the character, 
the greater the faults seem to 
be by comparison. 

• • ft 

To be jealous is to poison 
your own banquet 

• • • 

To be successfijl is to be 
prepared for opportunities 

when they come. 

• • • 

Inequality of power 

destroys authority. 

• • • 

The question “why" is one 
that causes the most conster¬ 
nation because so many 

focus on “how.” 

• • * 

Our actions show us clearly 
what we are capable of 

Too much talk about 
tomorrow indicates an unwill¬ 
ingness to take action today. 
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“BABYFEVER” .(Fox Lorber, $89.98): Noted director 
Heruy Jaglom (" Eating"New Year’s Day”) applies his 
unique approach to the subject of parenthood in this funny 
yet poignant offering, surveying a number of characters who 
consider having a child before it’s biologically too late. The 
film's ensemble cast includes Frances Fisher (“ Unforgiv¬ 
en”), Eric Roberts, Matt Salinger and newcomer Victoria 
FoyL *** <R: AS, P) 

“BRAM STOKER'S BURIAL OF THE RATS" (New 
Horizons, S91.50): One of the offerings in Showtime’s 
“Roger Conran Presents” series, this melodrama might 
remind some viewers of the horror tale '* Willard .'' Adrienne 
Barbeau plays the ruler of a fe minis t group who has power 
over rats ... something that bodes ill for "Dracula" writer 
Stoker, portrayed here by Kevin Aiber. ** (R: AS, P, V) 
HELD OVER: "THE AMERICANPRESmmr‘{Cc\um- 
bia/TriStar, $ 102.31): Director Rob Reiner reteamed with “A 
Few Good Men " writer Aaron Sorkin for this charming 
romantic tale. Michael Douglas plays the widowed leader of 
the United States whose affair with a spirited lobbyist 
(Annette Bening) sets political rivals’ tongues wagging, and 
pollsters' statistics fluctuating. Martin Sheen and Michael J. 
Fox co-star. *** (PG-J3: AS, P) 

"MR. STITCH ” (WamerVision, $92.95): The title of this 
horror film should make sense when it’s described as a vari¬ 
ation on “Frankenstein," with Rutger Hauer playing the sci¬ 
entist determine to create a synthetic man from the parts of 
corpses. The result of (he experiment retains the memories of 
those it’s been assembled from, causing terror Nia Peeples 
(“Fame”) and Wil Wheaton also star. ** (R: AS, P, V) 
TTHEROAD HOME ” (Republic, $96.16): Though "Boys 
Town ” is a celebrated film in its own right, this drama puts a 
different angle on that tale, tracing the efforts of two 
orphaned siblings — portrayed by Will Estes (TV's “ Kirk ") 
and Keegan Macintosh —10 reach that site by taking risks as 
they hop aboard freight trains. Charles Martin Smith, Danny 
Aiello and Kris Kristofferson and Mickey Rooney also 
appear. ** (Not rated: P, V) 

COMING SOON: “FATHER OF THE BRIDE, PART 
IT' (Touchstone, June 11): Dad’s (Steve Martin) in a 
quandary when both his wife (Diane Keatop) and daughter 
become pregnant at the same time. (PG) 

“ SABRINA " (Paramount, June II): Harrison Ford and 
Greg Kinnear play brothers vying for the love of their chauf¬ 
feur's daughter (Julia Ormond) in this remake. (PG) 

"LAWNMOWER MAN 2: JOBE'S WAR " (New Line, 
June 11): The sequel to the virtual-reality thriller finds the 
exploited gardener (Matt Frewer) wanting revenge. (R) 

FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS. adult situa¬ 
tions; N, nudity; P, profanity; V, violence; GV. particularly 
graphic violence. 

O 1996. Tribune Media Services 



Bridge 


Against All Odds 

By Tannah Hirsch 

East-West vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
A Q 8 3 
C>A72 
Q93 

*AK983 


WEST 
A J 10 9 

973 

OK8754 
+ J654 


EAST 
A A K 7 6 5 
V Q98 
0 Q10 2 
*10 7 


SOUTH 

*42 

K J 10 6 5 4 
OAJ6 
*Q2 


South 

West 

North 

East 

IS 

Pass 

2* 

Pass 

2V 

Pass 

4 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 




Opening lead: Jack of * 

Beware of players who give you a suit combination and ask 
you how you would play it. What is correct in a vacuum 
could be totally the opposite of the right technique when the 
context of the hand as a whole is considered. Here’s an exam¬ 
ple of wbnz we mean. 

It might seem that North-South have a cheap sacrifice at 
four spades. However, repealed heart leads force declarer to 
ruff twice in dummy and sets up a trump trick in the North 
hand for down two — 500 if doubled. 

West led the jack of spades, which was allowed to hold, and 
continued with the ten. South covered with dummy’s queen, 
taken by the king, and the defense was at the crossroads. A 
diamond switch now would have left declarer with a guess in 
die trump suit, but there was the possibility that West had 
started with a doublet on spade and that South held the ace and 
king of diamonds. After some thought. East elected to con¬ 
tinue with the ace of spades, ruffed by declarer. 

The percentage play with nine cards in the suit missing the 
queen is to cash the ace and king, hoping to drop the lady. As 
can be seen, that will cost the contract here since the 4-2 club 
break means that declarer will have to lose a trump and a dia¬ 
mond. But declarer led a heart to the ace and finessed the jack 
on the way back! 

That was a safety play to virtually guarantee the contract If 
the jack lostto the queen, declarer would win any return, dis¬ 
card a diamond on a high club, then set up a long dub via a 
ruff. Thai would take care of the remaining diamond loser 
since dummy’s seven of trumps was an entry. As it was, the 
finesse won and declarer was happy to concede a diamond 
trick in the end, losing only two spade tricks and a diamond 


■ SlApSjIX - ■ -- 

When a man is wrapped 
up in himself, he makes 
a pretty small package. 


O 1996. Tribune Mafin Scrrkcs 
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Le roi Hussein ne s ’iiiquiete pas 



Supplement en franfais du Star 


9En declarant qu 'il est convaincu que «le processus de paix a un avenir brillant*. le 
roi Hussein s’est demarque des dirigeant arabes en accordant un prijugi favorable au 
nouveau Premier ministre israelien Benjamin Netanyahu. Cette declaration tranche 
en ejfet avec Vinquietude manifesto par la majoriti des dirigeants arabes qui 
craignent que le processus de paix soit aujourd'hui menace. 

Selon le souverain kachemite, Benjamin Netanyahu «poursuivTa le processus de paix 
en depit de ses declarations de campagne electoralea* Une campagne au cours de 
laquelle le chefde file de la droite nationalists a notamment diclard que la slatut de 
Jerusalem n’etait pas negotiable, qu’ilfermerait la Maison d'Orient, sibge qfftcieux 
de I'OJLP a Jerusalem-Est. et qu 'il n 'echangerait pas le Golan contre la paix avec la 
Syrie. 

Le roi a ainsi tenu a rassurer les Palestiniens qui, pour lui, «n’ont pas de raison de 
s’inqiri eter». 





SELON 



NOUS possedons une 
memoire selective et de 
coutle dun?e. ei nous viv- 
ons dans I'Eiemel espoir 
que le futur president 
americain ou lc prochain 
Premier ministre israelien 
fertilise nos moissons ei 
nous rcndc noire pudeur 
reduite a une transparente 
fcuille de vigne. Nous 
oubfions que ccs deux 
Bats sonL gouvemEs par 
des institutions et non par 
des regimes totaiiiaircs. 
Nous nous cnteions 5 ig- 
norer que depuis la crea¬ 
tion de I'Elal d'Israel, tous 
nos malheurs sont le chef 
du parti travailliste ei que 
chaque nouveau maiire 3 
la maison blanche nc fait 
que nous hu mi Her da van¬ 
tage. 

Depuis 1992. Tillusion 
sen de voile a nos echecs' 
et nous prions le ciel pour 
que le nouveau chef du Li- 
koud ne gouveme pas car 
on nous affirme qu'il va 
nous saigner it vif. 

EtfrayEs. nous avons 
confie nos deslinecs h Ra¬ 
bin. puis a Peres, qui nous 
ont ciripcs en douceur et a 
feu doux tout en nous fre- 
donnant des mots tendres 
sur une musique douce 
qui composaient noire re¬ 
quiem. 

Helas. tous les orphe- 
lins libanais ec palestini- 
cns. toutes les mferes en- 
deuillees a Cana, toutes 
les lerres brfllees du Sud- 
liban n’onl pas soffit h 
Peres pour arracher la vic- 
toire. FrappE par la male¬ 
diction de ses victimes. il 
paye aujourd'hui le prix 
de ses mauvais calculs ei 
de son orgueil. La carricre 
du vieux Shimon s'Eteint 
sans qu'il n'aii jamais rem- 
portE une grande Election. 

Le peuple israelien a 
beaucoup souffert des er- 
rcurs du passE et a deja 
pave chcr I'anogance de 
ses dirigeanu. a travel* les 
sicclcs. Let intellcciucls 
du pays saveni aussi 
qu'lsrael n'a jamais cxiste 
cn tanl qu'Elat plus de 
$oixanie-di\ ans dc suite 
el ils nc veulcnt pas som- 
hrer dans Terrance d'antan 
par Vahscncc d'unc poli¬ 
tique ii la Ibis ferme cl 
tranche. 

Les Israclicns. soucieux 
dc I'jvcnir dc la paix et 
ires inquicts par les dcchi- 
rures socialcs que connait 
leur pays, ont tranche. Lc 
nouveau Premier ministre 
a ('inconvenient d'etre 
franc, rigoureux et prag- 
matique dans une socicte 
que I incertitude a UEchi- 
quctiie. 

M.Netanyahu a Tavan- 
lage dc savoir ce que les 
Israclicns chcrchcnt. il salt 
que des deux ciues la me¬ 
nu nee regne. que la haine 
demeure dans les cocurs 
et que les doigt sont tou- 
jours sur les each cites. 

«Bibi TAmEricain* est 
la par la volonie dc ceux 
que (‘indecision. ThEsi- 
laiion cl I'impulsivitE de 

Peres cflrayaicni car il 
pourra icur garaniir un 
avenir proche serein. 

Avec Bibi. ou bien les 
iraitcs de paix insut'fisants 
ei fragile* se irnnsforme- 
roni en une veritable piiix. 
et umitiE. non seulcmem 
entre les dirigcanls mats 
aussi enirc les pcupics, 
permettant ainsi aux poig- 
mics dc main hypocrites 
dc Jcvcnir des accolades 
sincere*.. ou hicn les pra- 
jets sionisies du grand 
Israel rcnuilroni. 

L avenir de 1'Etat he- 
hreu ci de la region n'est 
plus aujourd'hui dan* les 
mjins dc gerontocraics 
qui chcrchcnt Icur place 
dans I'Hisioirc, mais de¬ 
pend desormais dc fa sa- 
gesse de ceux qui sont nEs 
el om grandi dans !a 
crainle. la hainc ct 
{'incertitude .■ 


Suhail Al SweLs 


Irak 


Un rapport sanctionne I’Onu 


Le rapport d’une Organisation non gouvemementale, le Centre 
pour les droits economiques et sociaux, denonce les sanctions 
onusiennes imposees a l’Irak. Des mesures qui frappent le 
peuple irakien depuis maintencuit plus de six annees. 


Un sentiment de 

soulagemem s'est empan? de 
Tlrak h la suite de la signature 
de ('accord "pEtrole contre 
nourriture* apres qualre mois 
de negotiation avec les Na- 
tions-Unies, laccord donne 
I'autorisaiion a Tlrak de vendre 
du peirole pour une valeur d'un 
milliard de dollars tous les trois 
mois afin d'acheter de la nour- 
riture et des medicaments. Lc 
Conseil .de securite garde le 
droit de renouveler cettc autori- 
sation tous les six mois. 

Un tel accord, selon une 
etude effectude par lc Centre 
pour les droits Economiques et 
sociaux tCDES). couvrira envi¬ 
ron 20 a 25ft des besoins iraki- 
ens humanitaires qui compren- 
nem t'achai de nouniture. de 
medicaments, d'Equipcments 
medicaux. ainsi que Tentretien 
de machines medicalcs, le re- 
nouvelletncnt de Tequipcment 
du systEme sanitaire et celui du 
trailcment de i'eau ainsi que la 
remise sur pied du sysl&me ed- 
ucatif. 

Le CDES. qui a achevE pen¬ 
dant les mois d’avril el mai. une 
Etude sur I'elTel des sanctions 
onusiennes sur le peuple iraki¬ 
en et leur incidence sur le re¬ 
spect des droits de l'Homme en 
Irak, a publiE quelques jours 
avant I’annonce de J'aceord 
•.pEtrole contre nourrirunc" un 
rapport mettant en avant les 
sdliffrances endurEes par la 
population irakienne a cause de 
(embargo international. 

Le rapport reproche au Con- 
5cil de sdcuritd des manque- 
ments graves a ses obligations 
cn matiere de droits de 
l'Homme. 11 considere que les 
Nations-Unies ont clairemcnt 
viold les droits des Irakiens. Lc 
peuple irakien a vu beaucoup 
de ses enfants mourir a cause 
d'un embargo impose depuis 
six ans pour punir le regime de 
Bagdad. 

’Metne un coupahle a des 
droils que doit respecter celni 
qui le condumne -. argumente 
Saad Hamid, represemam du 
CDES pour lc Moycn-Orient. 
Lc rapport reproche 4 TONU 



Vacceptation de la resolution 986 par VIrak ne suffira pas a changer les conditions de 
vie de la population . Et dans les hopiiaux. les medicaments continue rant a manquer. 


d’avoir mis en place des sanc¬ 
tions enfrainant une situation 
ddplorable dans lc pays. 

La mise en garde de Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, secretaire 
gdndral de TONU. juste aprfes la 
guerre du Goife. montre bien 
que la communautd ‘Internation¬ 
ale elait consciemc dcs risques 
qui c.xisiaicnt. -Le maintien dc 
Vapprovisionncmeni de {'ali¬ 
mentation ainsi que le coni role 
Je la situation cn ce qui con- 
cemc la same cl la nutrition du 
peuple irakien dans les mois d 
venir seront absolument neccs- 
saires pour empechcr une fa¬ 
mine a grande echelle ou lout 
desastre humanitaire qui peut 
se prodilire dans lc pays'-. 

Et au cours des six demicrcs 
annees. TONU n'a ccs sc 
d'envoyer des missions pour 
suneiller Tappiication des rE*o- 
luiions du Conseil de securite. 
pour aider les prisonnierx 
kou'citiens ou pour coniroler 
I'armcmcnt irakien. Mais au- 
cur.c n'jvait pour but detudier 


Teffet des sanctions sur lc peu¬ 
ple privc d'argent ct dc moyens 
(ui permettant dc mencr une vie 
dccente. 


La mort de plus 
de 500 000 enfanfs 

L'obstination du regime irak¬ 
ien de nc pas sc conlbrmer aux 
resolutions dc TONU ne peut 
pas ctrc une raison suffisante 
pour punir tout un peuple. Lc 
rapport considere que I'Onu a 
gravement manque a ses re- 
sponsabilitds cn viofant sa 
chane qui edietc -lc respect dcs 
droits fondamentaux de 
l’Homme. dc la dignite ct dc la 
valeur de l'Homme-. 

Le Conseil dc la securite im¬ 
pute jujourd'hui l.i responsahili¬ 
fe dcs souffranccs irakiennes .iu 
regime dc Saddam Hussein qui 
a refuse de se soumetlre 3u\ 
resolutions de TONU. 

L'ambtissadcur americain 
aux Nalinns-Unics Madeleine 
Albright justific ccs sjneii<ins 


par lc fait que Tlrak u -hair 49 
chateaux et en a rcstaurd 10 -'. 
scmblani oublicr que pendant 
ce temps-la lc peuple n’uvait 
pas dc quoi manger. Une accu¬ 
sation qui prouve combien la 
situation sur place n’ctail ahso- 
hintent pas connuc. 

Fautc fie ressmirees finun- 
eicrcs decoulant dc I'inter- 
diclion dc vendre du petrolc. lc 
peuple irakien n'a pu i|u'cssayer 
de survivre. 

Avec la mort d'un demi- 
in ill ion de citoyens pendant la 
guerre du Golle ct d'au ntnins 
u n de mi-million d'en-fanLx pen- 
ilant les six dcruieres annees. 
I'Onu Jon rcaiiser aujourd'hui 
les tlegais quelle a causes. 

Ei il v.i la|loir du temps pour 
que ks Irakiens puissent se rc- 
meltre de la misere humanitaire 
engendree par ccs decisions on- 
usicnne.s.B 


Ornuh El Abed 


Musique 


Amman rejoint la caravane du jazz 

Le jazz s'instcille a Amman pour une dizaine de jours. Grace au festival 
tro-arabe organise par VUnion europeenne . dix groupes vont se succed 


eiu 


der 


soir apres soir ci partir d'aujourd T hui dans Vamphitheatre romain. 


Le COBUr d'Amman se 
met it I'hcurc du jazz pour une 
dizaine de jours. Dans lc cadre 
du lcsiiv.il euro-.irahe Je jazz, 
dix groupes vont se succeder 
chaque soir a 21 h.’** a partir 
d'aujburd'ftui sur fa scene le 
I'amphiihcatrc romain d'Am¬ 
man. 

Un cadre sompiucux c hoi si 
pour permeure au plus dc gens 
po.ssihlc d'.tssisicr .'i ce festival. 
Decider d'orgnniscr unc idle 
manifestation en hassc-xille 
n'ctail pjs chose facile. Beau- 
coup d’hahitanls d’Amman ne 
cnnnnisscni cn eflct pas cet en- 
droit. ct n’imaginem pas qu'un 
tel festival puissc y avoir lieu. 
’C’csl an tin- qui a un passe 
cullurel cl Instnriquc ct nous 
minus inument curie dc melt re 


Le programme 
du 6 au 12 juin 


Le 6 juin a 21H30: 


Victor Vails Quartet 
(Espagne) 


ce festival au coeurde la vide *. 
expliauc Ay as Hobby, responv 
ablc dcs relations publiques dc 
la societe organisatricc du festi¬ 
val. la Sepac. 

Apres avoir cu une premiere 
experience cn 1995 cn Syrie. 
TUnion europeenne a decide dc 
premouvoir cette annee le con¬ 
cept d'unc caravane dc jazz itin- 
eranie dans les pays arabes. 
Apres deux crapes sy- 
riennes. a Damas el 
Alep, cellc-ci s'arretcra 
pour la pre¬ 
miere fois a 
Amman. 

Bile 

amenc avec 
die unc dizaine dc 
groupes profession- 
ncls el accueillera 
une formation locale 
encore amateur. 

L'occasion pour les musi- 
ciens jordaniens de Facul¬ 
ty X de colayer certaincs gross¬ 
es pointures dc la scene jazz, 
europeenne. comme lc pianistc 
espacnol Tete Monloliu (voir 
cncadre). 


clarincuistc Louis Sclavis qui 
connait dans lc mondc entier un 
grand succes. Invite initiate- 
meni par le Centre cullurel 
fnwfais pour jouer ii la ciia- 
dellc. cc quartet a linalc- 
ment. aprfcs accord dcs 
deux panics, intc'gre lc 
festival curo-arabc. ct 
joucra jeudi pro¬ 
chain. 



Le Sjuina21h30: 
Faculty X (Jordanie) 
Le 9 juin a 21H30; 


Duo Radici (Italiej 


Le 10 juin a 21h30: 
Tcte Montoliu (Espagne) 
Le 11 juin a 21h30: 


Rabih Abou Khalil 
Quintet (Allemagrte) 


Du jazz oriental 

La programmation permetira 
au public jordanicn de dccouv- 
rir que lc jazz europcen offre 
unc grande divcrsite. 
- Beaucoup dc gens ne connais- 
scr.t que le jazz classiqur. Or. 
U■ iitzz oriental existc. ct ii est 
notamment possible d'utiliscr 
un instrument comme le *cW“ 
pour jouer du jazz m explique 
Ayas Hobby. Le groupc allc- 
mand Rabih Abou Khalil Quin¬ 
tet en Tera la ddmonslraiion 
avec ses musicicns d'origine 
libanaisc. Dcs sonnritiS afri- 
caincs viendront se meler ii ce 
melange musical avec le Scb- 
% is/Pifarcly acoustic Quanct. 
Unc formation frangai&e emme- 
nee par le saxophonisic- 


Cctie cooptSration musicale 
entre I'Union europeenne ct les 
pays mtrditcrnincens dccoule 
direclemem dc la declaration de 
Barcelone adoptee cn nnvem- 
bre 1995 qui prone le deve- 
ioppement devfncments cullu- 
rcls favorisant les- cchances 
entre differentcs cultures. Pour 


pcrmcitrc au plus grand nom- 
bre de profiler de ccs concerts, 
les orgiinisntcurs ont fixe le 
prix d'ciurcc A 2 dinars. Des 
billets qui seront notamment 
disponiblcs i» 

I’amphilhciitre 
me me chaque 
jour de 
IrihOO ii 
I3h00 ct 
dc IShnn 
it 2HWKI. 
:iu macu- 
sin 

•Freddy 
for mu¬ 
sic-. i 
■’hotel «<AI 

Qasr«. 
aux restau¬ 
rants 
•Castcllcu* ou 
■■■Rnmcro" etau cafe «Mokka*‘. 

Avec une cupaciic dc 6000 
spcchiicurs. I'amphithealre dev- 
rait pouvoir accucillir tous lex 
amateurs dc jazz tic la capilalc. 
11 s n'aurom qu'il se laisser guid- 
cr par les notes niwnndni sur 
les -jchcls" entourant In bassc- 
villc d'Amman Ji 


Olivier Bras 


Quarante ans de scene 


Depuis prbs de qu uranic ans. Tcte Montoliu. pianistc aveuglc • 
de naissance. sillonne la scene europeenne dc jazz. H Barcc- 
lone en 1933. ii sc produit pour la premifcre fois cn dehors 
d'Espngne des 195S. au festival dc jazz dc Cannes, alors qu'il n'a 
que 25 ans. 

Engagd cnsuiic au ^Blue note-' dc Berlin, il joucra imtammenl > 
aux roi6s dc Chet Baker, avant dc partir pour Copcnhaguc oil il 
accompagnera Archie Shcpp ou Dexter Gordon. 

Sa carri&rc Tamftne aussi rrEqucnuitcnl aux Etats-Unis oil 11- 
enregistre plusieurs disques. Sur scene, il altcrne les concerts en ! 
solo, trio ou bien quartet Sa musique s'est souvent inspirfc de . 
thimes bresiliens, sud-omdricains ou Catalans, mais il rcslc. 
memc en solo.d'abord occupc par !e swing.* 

Tele Montoliu, en concert le 10 juin b 21H30. 


Elections israeliennes 

Les Palestiniens resignes 

Contrairement aux dirigeants palestiniens qui ont 
peur que le dialogue avec le nouveau Premier 
ministre israelien soit difficile, la population, 
degue par Peres, se montre assez indifferente. 




ii- 


\ Jul•* 



A I'instar dc Tdvoiuuon 
du sc rutin, la reaction des Pa¬ 
lestiniens apres les I4dmc Elec¬ 
tions gcnErales israEliennes a 
connu deux temps. Tout 
d'abord unc certainc satisfac¬ 
tion apits Tan nonce de la vic- 
toire de Shimon Peres sur son 
rival. Puis, quelques heures 
aprfcs. la stupeur cn ddcouvrant 
que Netanyahu Etait en fait le 
vuinqueur dc ce serutin. Le 
chef de I’OLP a alors immddi- 
aLcment interdit tout commcn- 
lairc aux responsables dc 
J' AutoritE nationolc palesci- 
nienne. Suite a la publication 
vendredi des rdsultats officicls. 
Benjamin Netanyahu a convo- 
qud une reunion du Comitd cx- 
Ecutif de I'OLP ct du Conseil 
des ministres de I'Autoritd pour 
la premiere dpreuve difficile 
que connait cc jeunc gouveme- 
mcnL 

Placee devant le fait accom¬ 
pli. I'ANP n'a pas d’autre choix 
que dc renouveler son espoir 
dans la volontc annonede du 
gouvememeni israelien dc sc 
tenir aux accords signds. Dans 
un communiqud. I'OLP a decla¬ 
re respecter le choix dcs dlcc- 
tcurs israeliens tout en espdrant 
que *clc gouvememeni dc Ne¬ 
tanyahu respcctcra les accords 
signds ullerieuremenc.* 

II est Evident que I’ANP au- 
rail prdl'drd continuer le dia¬ 
logue pour la paix avec Shimon 
Peres. Ellc avail memc ddploye 
dc nombreux efforts ces der- 
nicrcs semaines pour favoriser 
-am Election; 1’abrogation dc la 



Les efforts des Palestiniens ces dernieres semaines enfa- 
veur de Peres n 'ont pas empeche la victoire de Netanyahu. 

Un chercheur palestinicn ex- 


charte naiionale palestiniennc. 
[■acceptation du retrait differe 
d'Hebron. 

Dans la rue. la rEaction est 
different dc celles des diri- 
geants palcsuniens. Contraire¬ 
ment D I’ANP qui souhaitait 
unc certainc continuitE, le peu¬ 
ple ne voit lui pas de grandes 
diffErences entre les deux can- 
didats israeliens. Depuis 1948. 
e'est en effet la gauche israe- 
lienne qui a Eld a Torigine de 
nombreux massacres et de la 
politique accentude de confis¬ 
cation dcs terres. Quant au blo¬ 
ats des territoircs el le bom- 
barderrient dc Cana, tous deux 
sont signds Peres. 


plique que - contrairement a Li 
gauche, la droite peut avancer 
vers la pais, sans craintc de su- 
renchire dc la fktrt de 
I'oppositinn. - 

Apres tout, e'est le Likoud el 
son leader Begin qui ont signd 
la paix avec l'Egypte et qui om 
evacud les colonies du Sinai. 
Certcs les circonstances ne sont 
absolument pas les memes au¬ 
jourd'hui. 

Mais on sail bien que dans 
cettc region du globe, rien n'est 
etcrnel, ni exclu.* 




r 
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De Gaza, 
Hassan Balawi 




Economie 

La nouvelle donne israelienne 

La victoire de Benjamin Netanyahu devrait introduire 
en Israel une nouvelle politique economique plus 
favorable , a long terme , au developpement des 
relations commercials isarelo-arabes. 


wv.rp 

IIVSW-A 

•ICEF 

•L'lj'i 


Si la victoire dc Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu est inquid- 
tantc politiqucmcnt cn raison 
de In presence sur sa lisle dc 
pcrsonnalitds enmme Ariel 
Sharon ou Rafael Elain cl dcs 
idccs cxtremisics qui'fs deTcn- 
dcm. ellc peut offrir cconomi- 
queincnt dcs perspectives intd- 
ressantes pour la region. II faul 
en effet menrc dc cold les reac¬ 
tion Emotionncllcs ct analyser 
Econoiniquemcnt ce rusuliat. 

Benjamin Netanyahu est un 
homme de droite. II a rdpEtc ii 
dc nomhrcuscs reprises lors dc 
sa campagne qu'il souhaitait 
uppliquer une politique econo¬ 
mique libdralc. Dans ce do- 
mainc. il scmblc avoir une vi¬ 
sion plus modeme que lc 
gouvememeni precedent qui 
suivuit unc politique sociaiistc 
dirigislc. Si lc nuuveau Premier 
ministre a les moyens dc tenir 
ses promesscs, il devrait done 
ouvrir ('Economic israelienne. 

En cc qui conccme la rEgion. 
il est possible que Ics factcurs 
Economiques internes aux dif- 
ferents pays voisins d'lsrairl 
poussent le Likoud cn 1997 a 
rcaiiser unc paix plus -chaude- 
avec les Palestiniens. ct Ics Jor¬ 
daniens cn particular. 

Un gouvememeni dc droite 
souhaitani uppliquer une poli¬ 
tique dc iibrc-entrcprisc devrait 
cn effet cncouragcr Ics socicids 

israeliennes (surtout les Pctites 
et moycn nes cnircpriscs) a allcr 
cherchcr de nouveaux marchds 
en Jordanic. et il recourir dc 


fa<;on plus importante a la 
main-docuvre palestiniennc cl 
jordanienne. Si lc gouveme¬ 
meni is rad lien distribute moins 
d'aidcs aux socictcs. dies sc¬ 
rum en effet obligees dc se 
manner plus entreprenantes el 
dirigcroni prohablcmcnt leurs 
activites vers I'Esl. 

Au Non! la Syrie et le Liban 
vont aussi rapidement dc venir 
un enjeu economique. Lc nou¬ 
veau gouvememeni va tout 
fain: pour prouver qu'il peut 
elre un imcrlocuteur vaiable 
pour ncgocier la paix. L'cquipe 
dc Netanyahu nc comprend en 
effet pas que dcs miiitaircs. 
mais beaucoup d'hommes 
d'affaires qui savent qu'un 
reglemcnt pacifique offrirart. a 
long terme. un acces vers Ics 
pays du Goife. 


N ne faul pas non plus oubli- 
er que les aides Economiques 
amcricaincs risquent de dimi- 
nuer en 1997. Si e'est lc cas. 
Israel n’aura pas d'autre choix 
que de dcvelopper des relations 
cconnmiqucs avec ses voisins 
arabes pour assurer son devc- 
loppemcm. 

11 est bien sur difficile de sc 
montrer dis aujourd'hui 
franchcmcm optimistc. surtout 
pour I'annce 1996. Mais apres 
examcn du programme econo¬ 
mique du Likoud. il scmblc 
bien que Ics visions du 
«marvchal- Peres aient au¬ 
jourd'hui laisse la place h dcs 
ideas plus cn phase avec Ics 
realties de la region.* 



Riad al Khouri 

MEBA SJk.R.L. 


Pour le 14 juillet, 
le Star vous ouvre ses pages. 

Un supplement special en frangais 
sera realise a Voccasion de le fete 
nationale de la France. 

Une place speciale est reservee aux 
entreprises souhaitant profiter de cette 
opportunity pour faire de la publicite. 

Pour tout renseignement, 
contactez Olivier Bras au Star. 

Tel: 645 380 ou 652 380 . Fax: 648 298 



C’est la vie 


Cinema 

«L'accompagnatricc», de 
Claude Miller avec Rich¬ 
ard et Romane Bohring- 
er. Le 10 juin a 2QhOO au 
Centre culturel franqais. 

Theatre 

*Lri Canta trice chauve* 
d'Eugene Ionesco. Une 
piece interpretee par les 
membres de 1'Ateiier 
theatre du CCF. Le 09 jun 
a 20h00 au CCF. 


L'agenda frangais d'Amman 

Exposition 

Rafic Majzoub, un jeune 
artiste palestinien s'ins- 
crivant dans la mou- 
vance de «I'art brut>*, ex¬ 
pose ses toiles jusqu'au 
27 juin au Centre culturel 
frangais. 

Ses personnages, aux 
traits hativement dessi- 
n6s et volontairement 
forces, expriment a la 
fois ses delires, ses fan- 
tasmes et sa revolte. 



•W. 


Jet 




i'G 


t 




















THE STAR 13 


Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre. 661026/7 

American Centre Library.82010! 

British Council...636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute....641993 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish)...... 610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre.. 639777 

Haya Arts Centre. 665195 

Y.W.C.A.._.__. 641793 

Y.W.M.A .. 664251 

Darat al Funun. 643252 

Alia An Gallery.. 639303 

Baladna Art Gallery.657132 

Nabil Al Mashini Thcure_67557J 

NabiJ & Hisham's Theatre...».625155 


Concord Cinema...... 677420 

Plaza Cinema.§99238 

Philadelphia Cinema.634144 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City.667181/5 

Orthodox Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club. 815410 

RovaJ Shooting Club.736572 

■ Royal Chess Club. 673713 

Royal Racing Club.09*801233 

Jordan Bridge Club.676990 

Amman Mun. Library.636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.843555 

R-S.C.N.837931/837937 



Government Depts . 




To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the 
of SAFEWAY Bldg . GSHNANA Center - Jabal Alhussien &■ DOWNTOWN call 680367 



Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 

Australian.673246/7 

Austrian —. .644635 

Bahraini...664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian .. 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen. 603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German. 689351 1 

Greek-. 671331/2 

Hungarian.-.815614 

fcelandic Consulate.698851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian.i. 828911 

Iraqi. 639331 

Italian.638185 

Japanese. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan.-. 693I0I/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.‘.. 619699 / 619693 

New Zealand Consulate.636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani.686155 

Pakistani.622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines.-. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari. 682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki, Consulate .645312 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa.811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish . 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan. (j71530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish. 641251 

U.A.E. .. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom..823100 

United States.820101 

Yemen.642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF._ 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Aeromexico. 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .-...682140 

Alitalia. 625203 

Alyemda (Air yemen).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 1 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Line's.643661 

Egypt Air.6300M 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines. 622275 

Iberia. 637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines .630879 

KLM.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines.640200 

PIA . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia.. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 65979I/64I906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways ..t. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 


Al-Cazar . 

.. 314131 

Aqaba. 

...314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel. 

...316636 

Aquamarina I. 

...316250 

Coral Beach. 

...313521 

Holiday Inti. 

...312426 

Miramar. 

...314340 


important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.192/62111! 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.S97467/8 

Highway Police. 787111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Malemiiy.642441 f2 

AI-Ahli. Abdali.664164/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafich....775111/26 

Al-Muashcr Hospital. 667227/9 

Amal Hospital.674155 

Army. Marka.891011/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Italian- Al-Muhajreen.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Matemily... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity. 644281/6 

Malhas. J. Amman ..636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic, Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital.S45S45 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.7741II/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 


Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 



THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

TEL. 692696 

CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room 



Ms'.-ct: St. TeL 862*35 
Utislcci ii?brr Center 


Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Daroti Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen, 



NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 



[- ►HOSPITALITY^ 

> 




Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Body skin mannem 
O Make-up 

O European manicures & 

ptidicuri's 



“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal" 

*Choose one of the many 
Excitine Gifts available 




True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 
Tel:314131/2. 



if /Vi -V-.r 
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Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisaiii 

Tel: £23399 


I 



Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Almouhtaseb Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



Tel: 66670 5 


. ■r-iOtsS* . 

IS ™ is wv.aKySiI 


To Advertise in this 
space., call us at 


Cafe Restaurant 

Different 

ahei Amman ! }i45229 


g==E 

g^j^«SSE»3 

Your first choice in Aqaba | 

AQABA GULF HOTEL 
* * * * 

T or reservations call (03) 316636 1 

Fax (03) 318246 | 





Hi. -.ill <11 lii , W Mrsrf.ir Mi 
I , I: ’7S|W I 'VI 


>iir<l.in I nil i-rs :1 k Mr 
|, l; fiSMiSi 
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The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

l DINfcr IN .TAKEAWAY & DELIVERY 
Mecca st. Jab’r Trade Center 

Tel: 32193S 


Develop your colour film at our 
shop and get: 

JUMBO photo size 
30% larger 
free enlargement 
20X30 cm 

Snmeii.ar.i- Op?. Orinc- 
]£;..< Bunk. 

Phone: £04042 
Swefreh. Phone 825S9? 



L O 

Advertise 

|r» 

space, call 
652-380 


The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle , Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 



7th circle. Tei. 820099 


•£sr\ 


us turn raruiK services 

* Professional Drycleaning 
*Shoes Repair 
*Darning 
*Engraving 

^Upholstery &. Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 

Tel: 679947 


KESissP , 
KftiS. 


THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at: ... - r 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique htk S 


ERMANY ip^IIDh IA N i A OH 

s l ■Jj—'l \ir-.j <\_J 

liMli SERfiO 


*j J V j;-; 0 ■: 
y 1v / 


Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St Phone: 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 



CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


Rent a Car 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


3) VVasfi Al- Tal St 

Tel; 695180 

i Fax = 682525 

CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


'.V ?. 



*&/>•• Jr zAi. oAi- C/' Awi’ ^ s iZ-C* >__• i.- ,—_ 

we offen- « ^ * 


4r Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check 
4* Automatic & Manual car wash services * wheel balance maintanance T , 

.B4RAKEH/ ^ Oil Change \ 

Wasfi AJ-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 



Not all “ cafe’s “ are 
created equal 
* ^ A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


■ ,v 




The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


AL Shmeisani, Near Ala Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg . Tel .: 698005 
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The Internet's borders-transcending character: 


An anarchist’s nirvana & 


a legislator’s nightmare 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special la The Star 
THE INTERNET'S millions of 
servers connected through phone 
lines and fibre optic networks 
manifest a truly global network 
of inter-connected information, 
across national borders. 

Whereas governments 
and regional authorities— 
during' the pre-internet 
and Satellite era—could 
easily ensure that all infor¬ 
mation printed or broad¬ 
cast within their jurisdic¬ 
tional boundaries were in 
line with the effective 
laws, the Internet poses a 
great challenge to the 
notion that governments 
must have the ability to 
implement (heir passed 
laws. An Internet user in 
the .Arab World could be 
viewing a WWW page— 
with a'completely legiti¬ 
mate content— on a server in the 
Arab World. With just a couple 
of mouse clips, he could end up 
browsing a web page in Sweden, 
whose pornographic content is 
against laws in his home 
country. 

Another user in Germany can 
browse NcoNazi propaganda 
found on a server in the US— 
enjoying the first amendment's 
provision regarding freedom of 
speech—whereas such types of 
publications are illegal in 
Germany. 

The dilemma lies in the fact 
that while Internet servers within 
the boundaries of countries could 
be made to contain only legal 
information, users can navigate 
through dozens of servers out¬ 
side their countries. Therefore, 
these users can view information 
illegal in their homeland, but 
quite legal in other countries. 

So far. there have been two 


approaches to solving this 
dilemma: Some countries, like 
Saudi Arabia and China, just 
choose to completely shut off, or 
severely limit, access to the Inter¬ 
net because of the fears asso¬ 
ciated with uncontrolled informa¬ 
tion. The second approach, taken 


by most countries, was to favour 
the Internet's functionality as a 
cheap and reliable communica¬ 
tions and research tool, over the 
fears of easy access to Illegal 
information. 

However, the second group of 
countries still maintain that the 
Internet's novelty and sophisti¬ 
cated technology doesn't entail 
that it should always remain out¬ 
side the umbrella of legislation. 
The trend, therefore, is' to con¬ 
nect to the Internet while at the 
same lime encouraging research 
on methods for efficient censor¬ 
ship of content. 

Up-to-date, the Internet's con¬ 
tent can be controlled by one of 
three methods: There are soft¬ 
ware packages, like Surf Watch, 
which can block sites containing 
inappropriate information. 
According to user criteria, whole 
sections of the Internet could be 
kept out of reach. In face access 
to sites could be denied if they 


contained a specific word of a 
list of pre-defined words. 

None of these methods is one 
100 percent effective though. 
The sites on the Internet increase 
by hundreds a day and construct¬ 
ing a list of ''inappropriate - ' sites 
and maintaining it would be a 
virtually impossible 
task. Also blocking 
access to sites based 
on "key words" would 
probably block access 
to a page on the treat¬ 
ment of Breast Cancer 
because it contains the 
word "Breast" ('this is 
actually a real life 
example faced by 
America On Line). 

A new trend that is 
gaining ground is to 
have die web sites or 
news groups (elec¬ 
tronic discussion for¬ 
ums on the Internet) 
rate their own content in a way 
similar to how movies arc rated. 
The users can then block access 
ro siles of a specific rating. Nev¬ 
ertheless. this self rating wouldn't 
be effective at all. since ratings 
will be very subjective depend¬ 
ing on the cultural backgrounds 
of the sites' authors. 

On the local scene. Jordan is 
one of the few Arab countries to 
favor full access io the Internet 
through our sole internet service 
provider. Global One/Sprint 
Jordan. 

Global One doesn't have any 
effective means for limiting 
access to the Web. Therefore, 
Jordanian users can. and do. 
access sites on the Internet that 
contain illegal content according 
to Jordanian laws. However 
Sprint Jordan does control access 
to the casy-to-control news- 
groups and limits access to those 
whose content arc in accordance 
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Introducing advanced multimedia and functionality to the local 
PC market\ from a leading international name: 

Packard Bell PCs in Jordan 


ARAB COMPUTERS & Man¬ 
agement Services (ACMS) has 
recently been appointed as the 
distributor for Packard Bell 
products in the Jordanian 
market. Packard Bell is a 
leading international PC 
brand, which has vety high 
penetration in the home PC 
and corporate PC markets. 

In fact Packard Bell PCs 
rank among the top sellers 
in the US. Multimedia and 
multi-functionality are the 
strong points of Packard 
Bell's systems, which incor¬ 
porate an all-in-one design. . 

utilizing multimedia, tele- a 
phone and fax. and recently 
remote control functions. 

You can listen to your CD or 
radio, while you make a hands 
free phone call through your 
computer using the provided 
microphone. What's more, you 
can even perform Windows 
functions through a special 
remote control unit which 
optionally replaces your mouse. 
For communications, you can 
send and receive faxes, or turn 


on the answering machine facil¬ 
ity io record voice-messages. 
That is. in addition to enjoying 
Internet and on-line services 



Ihruugh your modem. These fea¬ 
tures come together to solve a 
number of different problems 
faced by home office and small 
office businesses. In fact. Pack¬ 
ard Bell believes that these fea¬ 
tures. along with the educational 
and entertaining aspects of multi¬ 
media on offer, make their sys¬ 
tems the ultimate choice for 
users in need uf an all-purpose 


machine. Apparently, judging by 
the success of Packard Bell mul¬ 
timedia systems worldwide, 
there is truth io this claim. 

"There’s a great need for 
tools of knowledge in the coun¬ 
try. Multimedia systems from 
Packard Bell with modems 
cater for the home and school 
markets, and other telephony 
options from Packard Bell pro¬ 
vide complete office facilities 
to users." commented Ms. 
Muna Nazal, the manager of 
ACMS. 

"By providing educational 
packages for kids on the one 
hand, and corporate solutions 
on the other, we have found 
that there is a wide range of 
interested users for Packard Bell 
products in Ionian." she added. 

Prices for Packard Bell Multi- 
media PCs range from JD 2.000 
to JD 3.000. depending on the 
speeds of Pentium processors 
included. For more information 
on Packard Bell, contact Arab 
Computers & Management Ser¬ 
vices (ACMS) at telephone 
601554 or fax 688100. ■ 


News update 


Intel to introduce video¬ 
phone technologies in next 
PCs 

• Beginning this summer 
most entry-level home compuicrs 
should come equipped with the 
133-megahcnz chip and a new 
modemr This is due to Intel's 
adoption of the video-phone con¬ 
cept as standard in its coming 
Pentium systems. These will 

with Jordanian Laws. 

As for Jordan's commercial 
BBS systems. NETS and 
Access; their self contained com¬ 
puter servers are the best guaran¬ 
tee that content is in accordance 
with Jordanian laws and regula¬ 
tions. Access, for example, uti¬ 
lizes a rudimentary profanity 
check on email messages by its 
subscribers which could easily be 
foiled by transliterating the pro¬ 
fanity. NETS on the other hand 
doesn't automatically screen the 
content of messages for profani¬ 
ties, but reserves the right to 
delete any message containing 
profanities and or defamation of 
people from its conferences. 

The legislator's fantasy of a 
day when there is a sure way to 
censor the Internet seems will not 
materialize for some time. Until 
then, anarchists will have it their 
way. ■ 

Jawad Abbassi 
can be reached at email - 
address: abbassi@nets.com.jo 


come with suitable software to 
utilize (he video capability, 
which will probably be slow to 
begin with. Still, an image will 
come across the line and it can 
be frozen by the receiver, very 
much like a snapshot. As to wor¬ 
ries that buyers may not wish to 
pay the extra required to obtain 
the digital camera, these users 
would still be able to enjoy one¬ 
way video calk on the computer 
screen. Although Intel will gain 
royalty I'ccs from the sale of its 
software, the company's real 
gains will he made in more sales 
of Pentium-equipped PCs. 

Windows 97? 

• A news piece in BYTE 
Middle East stated that the next 
version of Windows would be 
introduced soon, and that it 
would he a modified version of 
Windows NT. that retains the 
Windows 95 user-interface. 
Hence, it may be unofficially 
code-named. Windows 97. In 
any case, their could be some 
good news for Arab users, as the 
unified user-interface strategy 
adopted by Microsoft could pos¬ 
sibly mein fast introduction of 
an Arabic version of new operat¬ 
ing system. Moving away from 
future predictions, hack to the 
realties of the present, we await 
the Arabic version of Windows 
95. which is scheduled for 
release this August. 


MIG to announce Olivetti 
distributorship in Jordan 

• Mirage Information Sys¬ 
tems Group (MIG) is to 
announce that it has been 
appointed as an Olivetti distribu¬ 
tor in Jordan. Olivetti is one of 
the leading PC makers in 
Europe, and has ample experi¬ 
ence in the business, with many 
years behind it. Olivetti’s range 
of PCs and peripherals is exten¬ 
sive, covering ail types of hard¬ 
ware. MIG will offer most Oli¬ 
vetti products to Jordanian users, 
and will support them with train¬ 
ing and service. For more infor¬ 
mation on Olivetti products, con¬ 
tact MIG at telephone 863808. 

New pricing model for 
G roup Wise fn>m Novell 

• From June I, 1996. pricing 
for Novell's GroupWisc messag¬ 
ing system is moving to a pre¬ 
user model, making it easier to 
buy. sell and design GroupWise 
solutions. This system means 
that organizations simply total 
the number of users on the sys¬ 
tem and purchase a correspond¬ 
ing number of mailbox licenses. 

The new core product wjJJ also 
include a number of components 
that were formerly sold separ¬ 
ately. For more information, con¬ 
tact Novell Middle East in Dubai 
at telephone -*-*• 971 4 316444 or 
fax++971 4319248. 
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Why is the Internet slow? 

MANY INTERNET users in Jordan are quite pleased to 
finally be on the international network, communicating with 
the whole world, and making their presence felt at World 
Wide Web sites everywhere. It's almost a perfect picture, 
except for one thing. 

Those who have experienced Internet-use abroad, mostly 
stale lh3i the performance they are receiving in Jordan is much 
slower. An entertaining comment I heard was how someone 
could give the command to download something off the Inter¬ 
net, and leave the office to run an errand, and be back just in 
time to resume work again. Although, this is slightly— or 
maybe much more than slightly— exaggerated, these users 
have a very valid point regarding the speed of the Internet ser¬ 
vice. So. what's the problem? 

Upon asking an official from Global One/Sprini Jordan, the 
only Internet service provider in the country, there was a quick 
and simple answer “It’s because of the huge traffic on the 
Internet.” 

The Internet is being flooded everyday by users from all 
over the world and is relatively slowing down everywhere. 

To counter this effect, service providers arc upgrading their 
equipment and connections. "One way to handle this problem 
is through the implementation of wider bandwidth," com¬ 
mented the Global One/Sprint Jordan official. In fact, he stated 
that his company is doing just that at the moment, and it will 
be introduced soon, for users to reap the benefits. 

Many knowledgeable users I've talked to agree that it's not 
GJobaJ One/Sprint Jordan's fault, but they also re-affirm the 
importance of constantly upgrading the service capacity to 
handle the growth of incoming and outgoing traffic. 

However, while the problem of slowness still exists, it raises 
a sensitive argument. If users are charged by the hour, doesn't 
slowness of the service mean that it will take them more time 
to do whatever it is they want to. therefore depleting their lim¬ 
ited supply of time and resulting in more expenses. 

Although this is a troubling thought, it's not necessarily one 
to worry about much as it is faced by many users all over the 
world. As a matter of fact, some users who usually experience 
fast access can. at limes, find the Internet to be slower. Once 
again, it boils down to traffic. 

If you want to test ihc traffic theory, log in on Sunday eve¬ 
ning. You will find the Internet to be performing fairly well in 
terms of speed. On the next day. Monday morning, log in 
again. The difference is very obvious. The Internet will be 
slower to respond. The reason is quite clear. Sunday is a day 
off in most parts of the world including the US— a very 
heavy-usc Internet market— and Europe. Monday, on the 
other hand, is the first working day in these parts of the world, 
and it is a well known fact that a high percentage of Internet 
users log in at work. So. there's the difference in speed for 
you. Jl*s because of the difference in the number of simultane¬ 
ous users. Also, on rare occasions, there are purely technical 
reasons behind temporary slow-downs, such as a malfunction 
in an important communications line or a malfunction in a cru¬ 
cial Internet server site. Widespread use of the World Wide 
Web, and the massive number of graphic-intensive Web sites 
that are constructed on a daily basis, doesn't help much either. 

The graphic nature of the Web means bigger chunks of data 
arc used to present information and therefore it takes longer to 
download or access information from these sites. 

In any case, the speed issue is one that is growing with the 
widespread use of the Internet and the explosive growth in its 
content. New technologies hold answers to this problem, but it 
looks set to be a race against increasing numbers of users. 

As far as we’re concerned, here in Jordan, Global One/ 
Sprint Jordan's wider bandwidth will take care of our problem 
for some time to come, unless this nation turns out to be more 
computerized and more Internet driven than anyone expects. 
In a way. that would be great news for ail of us. expect the 
Internet service provider. ■ 


England united by furor, 
Platt and Venables say 
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Bookmakers 

favor 

Germany but 
watch out for 
France 



The German Team 


LONDON—Germany Otaris 
out as the bookmakers' favor¬ 
ites when the European cham¬ 
pionship kicks nil on Saturday 
but watch out for France, 
unhealen in two-and-a-half 
years and with eight succes¬ 
sive wins under their belt. 

The following is a group-by¬ 
group form guide to the 16- 
nation finals. 

Group A (England. Nether¬ 
lands. Scotland. Switzerland/ 

Two question marks and 
two outsiders. 

The Dutch have so much tal¬ 
ent in their squad they must be 
favorites to (op (he group but 
an indifferent quaiilying cam¬ 
paign and some up-and-down 
results since give rise to cer¬ 
tain doubts about their ability 
to maintain traditional Clock¬ 
work Orange standards. 

But a team built around the 
exciting Ajax Amsterdam side 
with Danny Blind and Frank 
dc Boer directing from the 
hack. Edgar Davids and Rich¬ 
ard VViischge pulling the mid¬ 
field strings and Patrick Klui- 
vert and Dennis Sergkamp 
taking pop shots at goal has 
the potential to go all the 
way—if they click. 

England is harder to assess 
as they have not played a true 
competitive match since 1993. 
Only one defeat in the Iasi two 
years—to world champions 


Brazil—suggests they have 
steel but their performances 
ha \ c lacked both tire and 
invention. 

Last lime they hosted a 
major tournament they ran out 
winners in the 1966 World 
Cup final ar Wembley but then 
they had Bobby Charlton and 
Bobby Moore. Now they are 
relying heavily on Paul fnce to 
protect a suspect defense. Paul 
Gascoigne to provide inspira¬ 
tion and Alan Shearer to get 
goals—something he has not 
done in an England shirt for 
almost two years. 

Scotland w/u t*c fired up to 
spring a surprise against old 
enemies England at Wembley 
but they have a squad which 
could charitably be described 
as moderate. The Swiss appear 
in decline since coach Roy 
Hodgson left for Imcmazip- 
nalc Milan. 

Group B i Bulgaria. France. 
Romania. Spain) 

France, the only one of the 
four not at the 1994 World 
Cup finals, now look head ar.d 
shoulders above the rest after 
their .stunning run of 22 
matches without defeat, a 
series which has included 
away wins over Italy, the 
Netherlands. Germany and 
Romania in a vital qualifying 
match. 

Able to dispense with the 


service*, of Eric Caniona. the 
French have, in new heroes 
Zinedine Zidane and Youri 
Djorkacff. the most gifted mid¬ 
field creators since Michel Pla¬ 
tini and Alain Gires.se. A tough 
defense and great midfield 
ball-winners in Christian 
Karembeu and Didier 
Deschamps give them the 
quality of potential champions 
if the breaks go their way. 

Romjnia. whose cultured 
stv Ic depends on the artful left 
foot of Gheorehc Hagi. and 
Spain, who nave a more pro¬ 
saic game based on the power 
and purpose of Fernando 
Hierro, should contest second 
place with the more experi¬ 
enced Romanians. 

Bulgaria. World Cup semi fi¬ 
nal i sis iwo years ago. appear 
to be over the hill and can only- 
hope Hristo Stoichkov and 
company rediscover their old 
zest. 

Group C (Czech Republic. 
Germany. Italy, Russia) 

Germany arc bookmakers’ 
favorites but lhat is based 
more on their consistent pasi 
record of reaching the later 
stages of tournaments rather 
than on the strength of their 
squad as Italy and Russia both 
look as if they could be more 
than a match. 

Italy have spluttered fitfully 
in the build-up to the finals but 


if Paolo Maldini. Dinn Baggio. 
Fabrizio Ravanclli. Alessandro 
Del Piero and Gianfranco Zola 
open up on full throttle, 
heaven help the rcsL 

Russia have two of the most 
dynamic back four players in 
the world in Yuri Nikiforov 
and Viktor Onopko and, with 
Alexander Mostovoi suppling 
the penetrative passes and 
Andrei Kanchclskis at full lilt 
down the wing, they could be 
as impressive as in 1988 when, 
as the Soviet Union, they 
reached the final. 

The Czech Republic are out¬ 
siders but perfectly capable of 
staging an upset, all of which 
should give Lhc Germans 
grounds to doubt, especially as 
Germany’s key midfielders 
Andy Moeller. Thomas Hacss- 
lcr and Mario Baslcr have not 
been at Ihcir best of laic. 

But if brilliant newcomer 
Mchmci Scholl takes up the 
slack and his Bayern Munich 
teammate Juergen Klinsmann 
hits his usual goal-scoring 
heights. Germany could stay in 
lhc hunt. 

Group D I Croatia. Denmark. 
Portugal. Turkey) 

Denmark is defending 
champion but Portugal, in their 
first major finals in 10 years, 
and Croatia, competing at this 
level for the first time, are 
favorites for the last eight. 


The imposing presence of 
Manchester United goalkeeper 
Peter Schmeichcl and the fra¬ 
ternal alliance of the Lau- 
drups—Michael and Brian— 
may not he enough for the 
Danes in repeat the fairy laic 
of four years ago when (hey 
won the tiilc as lasi-minuic 
stand-ins for suspended 
Yugoslavia. 

Portugal should be one of 
the most polished teams on 
view with Rui Costa master¬ 
minding the operation. Luis 
Figo jinking around every 
defender in sight. Domingos 
hanging in goals and Vjtor 
Baia saving everything thrown 
at him at ihc other end. 

The Portuguese, who also 
have the likes nf Fernando 

Corn,*. Paulo Sousa and Joao 
Pinto at their disposal, boast a 
new generation nl players who 
have matured at the same lime. 

Croatia do loo and many 
other teams envy them a line¬ 
up including Alen Bokxic. 
Zvnnimir Bohan. Davor Suker 
and Robert Jarni. Bui ultimate 
ambitions of glory must be 
muted by fear that their 
defense lacks the Hair of their 
attack. 

Turkey, who have also qual¬ 
ified for the first time, should 
not expect miracles. Those 
were all cornered by Denmark 
in l‘JU2. ■ 


MARLOW. England—Morale 
and unity in the England camp 
ahead of Euro ‘96 have been 
boosted by the fallout from ihe 
players* behavior on last 
month's tour of China and 
Hong Kong, captain David Platt 
said on Tuesday. 

Manager Terry Venables said 
on Monday the team had 
accepted collective responsibil¬ 
ity for the damage to two televi¬ 
sion sets and a table on the 
Cnlbay Pacific flight home from 
the lour. He said unspecified 
fines would he imposed on all 
the players. 

Platt and Venables both said 
the events of the last week had 
brought the squad together. 

"1 don't think there was any 
easy way out but we believe 
that (coileclivc rcsponsibiliiy) 
was the right way out for the 
squad." Plait said. This shows 
that we arc together and that's 
ihc important thing for the next 
30 days." 

"It's made them more deter¬ 
mined." said Venables ai the 
team's training ground west of 
London last Tuesday. 

England open the European 
championship with a match at 
Wembley against Switzerland 
on Saturday. "Nothing less than 
winning the tournament would 
be acceptable.” Platt said. 

The squad, which was kept 
under wraps on Monday 
hccausc of the furor over their 
behavior in Asia, (rained for 
two hours in bright sunshine on 
Tuesday, joking and laughing 
among themselves. 

Striker Lcs Ferdinand and 
defender Tony Adams sat out 
Tuesday's (raining session but 
both insisted they were merely 
resting as a precaution. 

Ferdinand has had a groin 
strain and Adams a calf 
prohlcm. 

Venables said he had decided 
on the team for Saturday's 
opening game but would not 
announce it publicly until the 
day of the match. 

The England squad attracted 
more national anger last week 
when photographs were pub¬ 
lished of some players drinking 
and half-naked in a Hong Kong 
night club. 

Bui Venables defended his 
players. 

‘‘After 2 1/2 weeks of prepar¬ 
ing I said they could have a 
good night out." be said. 'They 
were all back in on time. OK, 
the pictures weren’t very attrac¬ 


tive but nobody's property was 
louched." 

Politicians and newspapers 
poured scorn on the results of 
Venables’s inquiry into the air¬ 
craft incident, condemning his 
findings as a whitewash. 

"Spineless" said the Daily 
Mail newspaper on Tuesday. 
"England ratbags" said the 
Daily Mirror, calling the Vena¬ 
bles announcement ‘ farcical.” 

"It is a damning indicimcni of 
the stale of our game. And ii 
makes England ihc laughing 
stock of the world only four 
days before the start of the Euro¬ 
pean championship." said the 
Mirror. 

Politicians said the outcome 
set a bad example to soccer fans 
and children ahead of a tourna¬ 
ment which has been overshad¬ 
owed by fears about soccer 
hooliganism. 

"This is a splendid cover-up. 
They should tell us exactly who 
was responsible and exactly 
how much they have been 
fined." said Conservative mem¬ 
ber of Parliament David 
Wibhire. 


"I still believe the people 
responsible for ihai activity 
should be kept out of the Eng¬ 
land team, irrespective of how 
much damage lhat would do to 
our chances." 

Liberal Democrat Mcnzies 
Campbell said ihe outcome had 
devalued the whole side. "Par¬ 
ents of children who follow the 
England team will be appalled if 
it Is true that no player would 
own up to causing damage on 
the plane home. 

"What kind of example do 
international players set if they 
arc not willing to take responsi¬ 
bility for their own actions?' 
Campbell said. 

In Hong Kong. Cathay 
Pacific said it had reached an 
acceptable settlement with the 
English FA for the damage 
caused to their jumbo jet. 

"Cathay Pacific can confirm 
that a full and final settlement for 
damages to on-board equipment 
has been reached." spokesman 
Kwan Chuk-fai said. The terms 
of the settlement were acceptable 
to both panics, he said but 
declined to comment further. ■ 


Majestic Schumacher 
defies the rain 

WORLD CHAMPION Michael Schumacher defied the 
appalling conditions to secure his firsi victory for ihe Ferrari 
team at the Spanish Grand Prix in Barcelona, last week. The 
German displayed majestic form in the pouring rain to secure 
a historic victory in a race which only saw six finishers. 

World Championship leader Damon Hill, driving the Roth¬ 
mans Williams Renault, spun out for the third time on the 
eleventh lap and retired while his teammate Canadian Jacques 
VilJcncuve finished in third place, behind Frenchman Jean 
Alcsi. German Heinz Harald Frcntzen was fourth. Mika Hak- 
kinen fifth and Pedro Diniz in sixth place. 

Hill still retains the lead in the World Championship, after 
seven rounds, with Villcncuve and Schumacher sharing sec¬ 
ond place. 17 points adrift. 

RACE QUALIFICATION —■ AFTER 65 LAPS 

1- MkJwdSdmmacher CER Scutate Ferrari L5949307 

2- JamAksi FRA M8d Seven Beqcoon RetwoK +41302 

3- Jacques VSJenenvc CAN RoUmraWBEanis Renault +48388 

4- BtiraHsraMFreat2*n GER Red Bull Sauber Ford +lu? 

5- MHaHakkiata FIN MartboroMdarenMeresks +1 laz 

& Pedro Dink BRE LigjcrGauloise Blonde +2uuS 

DRIVERS CHAMPIONSHIP 

I- D.HUi GER 43 

Z J. Vifleneuve CAN 26 • - -1 

3. M. Schumacher GER 26 j 

CONSTRUCTORS CHAMPIONSHIP 

1-Williams Renault 69 . 

Z-FtTTHri 35 •-»- 

• 3-Benetton Renault 24 ; 









